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An Interview with Mrs. Bush 
By Josh and Brendan, Grade 6 

Sea Perch R.O.V Trip 
By Rebecca and Shannon, Grade 7 

Q: What do you like more, being 
a teacher or a librarian? 
A: Both.  When you’re a teacher, you get 
to work with a smaller group and you get 
to know them very well.  When you’re a 
librarian you work with all kids for years.  
Both jobs have teaching. 

 

Q: What are the new additions to the 
library this year? 
A: The removal of the unused bookshelves, which 
opened up to have more space for students and 
tables.  There is new paint and a new carpet. 
There are more computers added and new movea-
ble bookcases so we can change the space. We also 

(Continued on page 4) 

     With the help from the 
MIT engineers, Mr. An-
drake, Mr. Butler, Mrs. 
Porter, and the other 
teachers from the partici-
pating high schools this 
unique field trip was ar-
ranged. Throughout the 
year, the seventh grade 
students have been work-
ing on building the Sea 
perches in Mr. Butler’s 
technical education class. 
In our Science classes Mr. 
Andrake and Mrs. Porter 
have been teaching us 
about buoyancy, density, 
and mechanical advantage 
in preparation for the trip 
to MIT.   
     On Friday May 6th the 
Swampscott Middle school 
seventh graders went to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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MIT to participate in an oil spill 
reenactment project. The other 
schools participating were Dex-
ter/Southfield, Stoneham, and 
Rogers, and all were high 
schools. The goal of the entire 
project was to cut, cap, contain, 
and remove debris and surface 
structure from a simulated oil 
spill in the MIT pool. First the 
Rogers High School, with the 
help of Swampscott’s contain-
ment and surface structure team, 
set a boom around the spill. 
While the Swampscott cutter 
teams were preparing the sea 
perches; Dexter/Southfield team 
of ROVs were in the water send-
ing video feed back to Swamp-
scott’s students. Throughout the 
entire time at the pool commen-
tators from different schools 
were describing what was hap-
pening at the pool for the stu-
dents in the bleachers. Swamp-
scott’s Jaws team made a suc-
cessful cut, but it was too far 
above the leak. This caused 

problems because when Stone-
ham’s team had to cap the leak 
they would not be able to do it. 
Swampscott’s team would then 
have to make a second cut. 
Throughout the rest of the time 
at the MIT pool we were not 
able to complete our goal. 
     A few days after our return 
from the trip we interviewed Mr. 
Andrake and Mrs. Porter, our 
two seventh grade science teach-
ers in charge of the Sea Perch 
ROV trip. Mr. Andrake believed 
before we left for the trip that 
we would successfully cut the 
pipe, and accomplish our task. 
Although we didn’t successfully 
cut and cap the leak we still 
achieved the goal to experience 
what real science felt like and 
face unexpected problems. Mr. 
Andrake and Mrs. Porter both 
agreed that buoyancy was the 
main issue the Swampscott mid-
dle school faced at the pool. This 
issue made it difficult to drive 
the sea perches properly, putting 
a lot of strain on the motors. 

This caused some of the motors 
to fall of the ROV or break. We 
definitely agree with Mr. An-
drake that the Debris teams did a 
great job of moving the debris 
out of the way. Also he believed 
that the cutters did a great job of 
never giving up and kept on 
trying for an hour and a half. Mr. 
Andrake was very upset with the 
misunderstanding and miscom-

munications with the second 
surface structure remove team 
that did not get a chance to per-
form their job. We applaud their 
patience and understanding for 
this mistake. The trip to MIT 
was a very incomparable oppor-
tunity of learning. 
 

(Sea Perch continued from page 1) 

     The Sea Perch ROV 
(Remote Operated Vehicles) 
were vehicles that the schools 
used at MIT. They consist of 
a PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride) 
pipes, motors with propellers, 

and a netted bottom. To con-
trol the buoyancy of the sea 
perch we use ballast (weights) 
and floatation devices.  
     In real life science Sea 
Perches are used to take pic-

tures, and explore the deep 
waters in the ocean. The sim-
ulation at the MIT pool was a 
way to show how they are 
used and what it would be 
like. The control wires on the 

Sea Perches are attached to 
battery and a control box 
above water.  
  
 

The Sea Perch 
By Rebecca and Shannon, Grade 7 
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     After the 5th grade 
arrived at the museum, 
we explored with our 
chaperones.  I enjoyed 
watching the “make some 
noise” show.  The show 
explained how sound 
works and how to meas-
ure how loud it is.  After-
wards we were separated 
into groups.  My group 
went to the 1st floor and 
made a castle out of 
wooden blocks.  Other 
groups did archeological work 
with fossils, or dissected owl 
pellets.  My group also made a 
drawbridge. However, the oth-
er  people inside my castle 
were making a mess and I 
wanted them out.  We also 
tested a foam ball, cotton ball, 
and a styrofoam ball when 
making a catapult.   
     We were then given time to 
explore again.  Later on, every-
one all saw the lightning show.  
Because my hair is long, I was 

chosen to have it stood up 
from static electricity. We all 
slept in different places.  My 
group slept at the top of the 
lightning exhibit. Other groups 
slept in the physics playground.  
The next day we ate breakfast 
in the café. We then went to 
the planetarium to see what 
happens in the galaxy. I really 
liked trip. The lightning show 
was my favorite part and I also 
liked digital fish. 

MCAS 
By Bianca, Grade 6 

    MCAS!!!If you’re a 
picky person and just 
hate the word MCAS 
then don’t read this. 
MCAS for me was first 
a very hard thing to 
take in. When I heard 
that it was coming soon 
I exploded. But don’t 
get frustrated, that just 
makes things worse for 
you. At the beginning 
of my MCAS the teach-
er went over the usual 
things which we do 
every year. After, it’s 
time to get down and 
busy.  
     At first I highlighted 
my title, picture, captions, 
definitions, and paragraph 
numbers. After that I high-
lighted the questions. Then I 
started to read the passage. 
They were very long. I mean I 
was about to drool, but held 
it. But I think I did a good 
job. For my MCAS open re-

sponse I usually write a long 
answer because it helps me to 
bring out my thoughts better.  
     Some tips to do well on 
MCAS is to highlight im-
portant things, like the title 
and questions. And don’t 
freak out, it doesn’t help.  

SMS News 
Night at the Museum 

By Liad, Grade 5 

got a SmartBoard. 
 
Q: Can students check out 
library books by them-
selves? 
A: No, because the school doesn’t 
have the special system we need to 
do that.  A teacher has to enter the 
student’s name into the computer. 

Q: Will the school be get-
ting that software anytime 
soon? 
A: No, but the library is going to 
get new software to keep it new and 
easy for the students to use.  It will 
be user friendly. 
 
Q: How many days can a 
library book be checked 
out? 
A: A library book is checked out 
for two weeks. Then, it can be 
renewed or returned 
 
Q: Why did you decide to 
become a librarian again, 
and was it a difficult deci-
sion? 

A:  Yes, it was very difficult. Mr. 
Watson was able to put back the 
library position and asked me to 
come back to he library.  Although 
I was sad to leave the 5th grade 
classroom, I love working with all 
of the students sharing books and 
teaching research skills. 
 
Q: Would you like to 
become a teacher again 
someday? 
A: I would like to become a 
classroom teacher again because 
I had so much fun and I know 
it would be great to go back. 
 
Q: If you went back to 
teaching, what subject 

and/or grade would you 
like to teach? 
A: That is a very difficult question 
because I like all of the subjects but 
I think I would teach reading be-
cause of the research. I can’t pick a 
grade because in every grade the 
students are great.   

(Ms. Bush continued from page 1) 
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RECYCLING: To break 
down and reuse component 
materials. To collect or place 
in a bin for recycling. 

     Recycling is important to 
our school, Swampscott Mid-
dle School. At our school we 
have a club that is free of 

charge, where you 
can help recycle 
throughout the 
whole school. Re-
cycling is not just 
in our school; 
many people 
around the coun-
try are also getting 
involved as well.  
     In the club, 
first, we all spread 
apart from each 
other and go into 
separate groups 
and some of us 
collect bottles 

while the rest go 
around and 
collect paper. 
Then all of the 
paper and bot-
tles get recycled! 
In addition, 
anyone can do 
this activity 
helping the 
earth, as long as 
they are truly 
interested in it.  
     Many animals in the world 
depend on recycling. For in-
stance, sea animals through-
out the ocean are dying from 
recycled goods not being re-
cycled. Get up and start by 
helping your neighborhood, 
then you can go bigger and 
bigger. Every impact that you 

make really does count! You 
can start today by using reusa-
ble items instead of plastic – 
think water bottles and gro-
cery bags.  
 
You can make a difference! 

Recycling 
By Megan, Grade 8 

SMS News 

     What do you do on your 
day 2? I don’t know about 
you, but mine is fun! I am on 
the Sea Stars, which is a really 
good team. The first thing I 
have is gym. In gym we are 
playing Badminton, which is 
similar to tennis. Gym is what 
starts off my day 2 and I love 
it. The activities are amazing 
and out of control.  
     After gym is Science. My 
Science teacher is Ms. Beck. 
In Science we do two column 
notes, which helps me to re-
member things and study for 
tests and quizzes. 
     After Science is Math. Mrs. 
Belson is nice. We get to sing 
math songs, play math games, 
and many other things too. 

Something we do in class on 
Tuesday is Tang Tuesday. 
That’s when you have to solve 
a problem on the Smart-
Board.  
     After Math is English. My 
teacher for English is Mr. 
Lewis. We are right now do-
ing a free rice competition to 
get a party at the end of the 
year. We use our notebook 
most of the time and learn 
interesting facts.  
     After English is lunch. 
Lunch is good. You can taste 
the sweet juicy sauce… I love 
lunch!  
     After lunch is Social Stud-
ies with Mrs. Larson. Now I 
know everyone has Social 
Studies. It takes you to differ-

ent parts of time and places of 
the world, which will tingle 
your imagination. Social Stud-
ies is one of my best subjects. 
I am awesome at it. That’s 
why I love it very much. In 
Social Studies we also do ac-
tivities like pyramid making 
and drawings.  
     After Social Studies is 
reading.  Reading is 
okay. I don’t like to 
read that much. I like 
to do activities and 
do things that will get 
me active. If I had to 
pick a type of book to 
read everyday it 
would be mystery 
books because they 
make you want to 

wonder what will happen 
next.  
     After Reading is the best 
time of the day, Team Time. I 
love team time because it 
helps me to relax and take all 
the schoolwork off my brain. 
After Team Time it is time to 
go home. I hope your days are 
as fun as mine! 

Typical Day 2 
By Bianca, Grade 6 
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     On Tuesday, May 3rd, in 
Arkansas, Boy Scouts hailing 
from Lafayette, Louisiana 
were rescued by the National 
Guard. In Troop 162 there 
were 6 Scouts and 2 leaders 
rescued.  
     Due to local flooding, the 
Scouts were stranded, and 
there was no cell phone ser-
vice. Reported missing after a 

planned weekend of camping, 
the Scouts were resourceful 
enough, thankfully, to escape 
the flash flooding, and sur-
vived four days of the flood-
ing, which claimed the lives of 
20 people last year.  
     The average of age of the 
boys was 14, everyone was 
relieved that they made it out 
alive. 

Boy Scouts Rescued 
By Luke, Grade 8 

     On March 1st 
late at night there 
was a bad fire on 
Humphrey Street 
in Swampscott next 
to the Hadley 
School. Firefighters 
from many other 
towns came to help 
out. 
     Everyone got 
out safely.  The fire 
has caused lives to 
start over and a search for new 
homes and businesses.  
     The building was torn 
down two days later.  The 

mystery that caused the fire is 
still unknown. Also, the near-
by Hadley School had to be 
closed for two days.  

Humphrey Street Fire 
By Will F., Grade 5 

     Right here in the local 
Swampscott area, two por-
poises were found dead on the 
King’s Beach approximately 
one-quarter mile apart on 
Wednesday, May 4th. The first 
porpoise was found near a 
culvert where Lynn Shore 
Drive, Humphrey and Oceans 
street meet. The other was 
found on the beach near Wal-

lace Road in Lynn, and was 
reported by a dog walker.  
     As it turns out, harbor 
porpoises are a common sight 
in the Salem Harbor and the 
harbor around Lynn as well 
during the winter. It’s always 
sad hearing about the deaths 
of majestic porpoises, as they 
are a friend to man.  

Dead Porpoises Found 
By Sam, Grade 8 

     Mother nature was sure 
working her magic in Swamp-
scott, Massachusetts. The 
town was in for achy backs 
and cold fingers due to all the 
snow.  By the end of the sea-
son, we had 76.8 inches of 
snow, which is only 33.4 inch-
es away from the largest snow 
squall in New England the 
storm which came in 1995-96.   
     The snow this year is fall-
ing in unexpected countries 
such as Ireland and affected 
other places such as Florida  

with constant rain.   
     Global warming and Moth-
er Nature were seriously work-
ing against us because not 
only was the snow hard on the 
elderly and disabled it sprained 
backs and froze the toes for 
the shovelers. The snow blow-
ers certainly started taking the 
easy way out without using a 
heating pad for the back.  
     All of us shovelers may be 
thinking about investing in 
snow blowers for next year.   

Mother Nature’s in Charge 
By Gabby L., Grade 6 

The Future Following  
Bin Laden’s Death  

By Will M., Grade 6 

     On May 1, Osama 
Bin Laden was con-
firmed dead by President 
Obama. His death oc-
curred in his compound 
in Afghanistan by the 
hands of the brave Team 
6 of the Navy Seals.  
     His death was a bit-
tersweet event for Amer-
ica. It is good because one of 
the most evil people  in the 
world was killed and thou-
sands of American families 
were brought justice from the 
9/11 attacks. It is bad because 
Al-Qaeda might retaliate 
against America for the loss of 
their leader.  
     No one really knows if and 
when the terrorists will strike 
back, but the President has 
strengthened security around 
the country. 
    To make the country safer, 
airports and train stations have 
been tightening security. In 
the airports and train stations, 

police officers with dogs are 
walking around and patrolling 
the areas. Many bag checks 
have occurred in the train 
stations, which hadn’t been 
happening before.  
     Shura Majilis will be replac-
ing Bin Laden for a little while 
until someone is officially 
chosen to replace Al-Qaeda’s 
dead leader.  
     Even though we are tight-
ening security, the terrorists 
can still attack. Only time will 
tell what Al-Qaeda will do 
next. What all we can do is 
hope for the best. 

Image: www.time.com  

Image: www.wickedlocal.com/swampscott  
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FBI’s Most Wanted 
By Josh, Grade 6 

     There are nine people on 
the FBI’s Most Wanted List 
that are still alive and at large. 
Their names are Victor Ma-
nuel Gerena, Glen Stewart 
Godwin, James Joseph 
“Whitey” Bulger Jr., Robert 
William “Bobby” Fisher Sr., 
Alexis Flores, Jason Derek 
Brown, Jose Luis “Joe” Saenz, 
Eduardo “Tablas” Ravelo, 
and Semion Mogilevich.  
     The one dead person on 
the list is Osama bin Laden 
who has not been replaced 
yet.  

     Any information helping 
the FBI directly capture peo-
ple on this list will get a re-
ward. For James J. Bulger 
there is a $2,000,000 reward.    
     Below is a picture of each 
person on the list. 
 
Victor 
Manuel 
Gerena                                   
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WATCH OUT………… 

May 5th 2011-   
     Crude oil dove almost 7%. 
Some economists believe that 
the recent death of Osama 
Bin Laden was to blame. Oth-
ers believe that a stronger US 
dollar is also to blame for the 
huge dive in price. Interest-
ingly, American consumers 
are buying less gas as pump 
prices increase. This contra-
dicts the basic economic rule 

of supply and demand consid-
ering that there is less demand 
yet pump prices are increas-
ing.  
     One major reason why 
consumers are buying less oil 
could be the new high in un-
employment. Many econo-
mists are concerned about the 
effect of high fuel prices on 
our still-recovering economy.  

     In addition, 
Exxon Mobile 
Corp. has report-
ed an unbelieva-
bly high increase 
in 1st quarter 
profits that has 
far exceeded the 
expectations of 
Wall Street inves-
tors.  
     Most of Exx-
on’s profit spike 
was contained 

between January to March 
when revenue increased by 
26% and their product output 
rose 10% (a reported 4.82 
billion barrels per day). Fur-
thermore, Exxon’s profits 
from it’s refining business 
grew from $37 million dollars 
just last year to more than 
$1.1 billion dollars this year 
     One reason for Exxon’s 
sudden spike in revenue is the 

increase in oil prices. In the 
same time that Exxon’s reve-
nue increased by 26% 
(January to March 2011) the 
price of crude oil grew from 
$95 per barrel (20% higher 
than last year) all the way to 
above $100 per barrel. 
     In conclusion, our national 
financial stability and the en-
tire oil industry is in an ex-
tremely precarious situation. 
As long as the US dollar gets 
stronger, crude oil will be-
come more expensive for 
investors with foreign money.  
     This whole situation 
means trouble for our delicate 
economy and the introduction 
of fully electric cars and styl-
ish, affordable hybrids will be 
bad news for companies like 
Exxon and Citgo which are 
solely based on the US de-
mand for oil. 

The Trade Off- 
Why Oil Prices Tumble for Manufacturers While We Are Paying More 

By Ben, Grade 8 

Images: www.fbi.gov/wanted/topten  
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World 

     As we know, some of Afri-
ca has very little clean water.  
Many people die because of 
the dirty water.  The people 
there are all working and 
walking kilometers to the 
nearest well.  Women do all 
much of the work besides 
going out in the fields, so they 

 usually get sick quicker.  
     If I recall correctly the age 
that most women die at are 
the ages 48 – 52, which is a 
much younger age than the 
United States.  
     Countries like Burkina 
Faso in West Africa suffer 
from this deadly foe.  Hu-

mans can be 
blamed because 
of the changing 
climate.  Hope-
fully we can 
make them wa-
ter filters and 
send them over so they can 
have clean water.  

Water in Africa 
By Liad, Grade 5 

     The bells rang loud and 
clear on April 29th at 
12:15PM England time, when 
Kate Middleton and Prince 
William left Westminster Ab-
bey as husband and wife after 
proclaiming 
their love for 
one another. 
All televi-
sions were 
blasting as 
three billion 
people across 
the world 
tuned in to 
witness the 
historical 
event that 
would leave 
people talk-
ing for years 
after.  
     Guests 
begin arriving 
at the Great North Door of 
London's Westminster Abbey 
at around 8:15AM, with the 
wedding scheduled to begin at 
11:00AM.  
     Back at Buckingham Pal-
ace, crowds were cheering 
noisily, anticipating the long 
waited kiss. The lovely couple 

arrived on the balcony of 
Buckingham Palace to give the 
people who had gathered, not 
one kiss but two!  
     A private reception began 
at Buckingham Palace for 300 

guests at 
1:00PM. The 
evening cele-
bration went 
on till the sun 
was peeking 
over the hori-
zon.  
     Catherine 
wore a stun-
ning gown 
designed by 
Sarah Burton 
for Alexander 
McQueen's 
fashion 
house. Many 
believe that 
the gown was 

a tribute to Princess Grace 
since her dress had a similar 
pattern and design.  
     The wedding was a memo-
rable day whether it was wit-
nessed on Television, the 
streets, or in the very hall 
where the couple exchanged 
their vows.  

Royal Wedding 
By Gabby A., Grade 8 

     The protests and 
chaos in Cairo has 
been spreading 
throughout Egypt like 
butter on toast. Most 
people in America 
probably believe that 
because it’s happening 
in another country, it 
doesn’t affect us. 
Well, that is certainly 
not the case. Some of our 
foreign oil comes from Egypt. 
If Egypt is in a bad situation, 
we will lose some oil. If this 
event never ends, Egypt, 
America, and even the whole 
world will be horribly affected. 
     The crisis has been occur-
ring because of the Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 
The people of Egypt have 
been upset about what he has 
been doing to the country but 
also upset about the fact that 
Egypt is not a democracy and 
they are not able to vote for 
their leader. Also, President 
Mumbarak has been in office 
for over three decades. This 
angered the Egyptians so they 
protested in the capital city of 
Cairo.  
     Sadly, many of the rebels  

have been breaking artifacts 
from the Egypt National Mu-
seum. Many artifacts have 
been broken that relate to 
King Tutankhamen, also 
known as the boy king. Egypt 
has been closing the pyramids 
and kicking out all tourists 
including the Americans. 
Egyptian soldiers have been 
resorting to violence with 
guns.   
     As of the date of 2/17/11, 
some peace has been brought 
to Cairo, Egypt. President 
Hosni Mumbarak has re-
signed. That night there were 
celebrations all through the 
city. There has still been chaos 
through Egypt. No one knows 
if the chaos will ever end. On-
ly time will tell. 

Crisis in Egypt 
By Will M., Grade 6 

Image: www.worldwaterworks.org  

Image: www.flickr.com/photos/britishmonarchy  

Image: www.nymag.com 
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How to Donate: Hope For Creativity 

     Community service has 
been a part of my life since I 
was nine, and it’s always been 
something I think is really 
important. Some people think 
that community service and 
volunteering is boring, and it’s 
the last thing they would ever 
want to do. Despite common 
belief, volunteering can be a 
ton of fun.  
     Like I said before, I’ve 
been volunteering since the 
age of nine. I started out at an 
organization called Cradles to 
Crayons, that provides basic 
necessities to homeless and 
low-income children in the 
Boston area. For three years, I 
spent every Saturday there 
helping out with whatever 
they needed. Most of the time 
I helped them fill orders for 
the kids they helped. Occa-

sionally at the end of the day 
everyone would play a game 
of hide-and-seek, which is a 
lot of fun if played in a ware-
house! I made a lot of friends 
there, and my weekends there 
were always enjoyable.  
     After three years of volun-
teering, I won the Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards 
and went to Washington, DC 
and met other kids like me 
who loved to volunteer and 
make a difference. When I 
came back, I thought a long 
time about the impact I had 
already been making, and 
compared it to the kinds of 
things the kids I met had 
done. I thought about the 
kids I had been helping when 
I was at Cradles; that needed 
us to give them something to 
call their own. I also thought 

about how hard it must be to 
experience homelessness at a 
young age, and how I could 
show them that someone 
cared about them. And then, 
Hope For Creativity was 
born.  
     Hope For Creativity is a 
youth-run organization I start-
ed in July of 2009 that pro-
vides art supplies to homeless 
children in Massachusetts. We 
also educate elementary 
school students about the 
importance of volunteering 
and how they can make a 
difference in their communi-
ties. So far we have provided 
309 art packs and have about 
70 more to provide within the 
next few weeks. 
     I chose the mission of the 
organization, and even the 
name is because I love to 

create. Whatever it is, a poem, 
a drawing, a sculpture, or any-
thing of that sort. If I have a 
lot of homework or a lot of 
work to do, I try to take five 
minutes and just draw to let 
my feelings out. I want every 
child to have this opportunity, 
no matter what situation they 
are in.  
     Above all, I think volun-
teering is an extremely vital 
part of anyone’s life. The sat-
isfaction of knowing that you 
helped someone else and 
made someone else’s life a 
little bit better is amazing. 
Every day I think about the 
kids I’m helping and it gives 
me motivation to keep work-
ing and changing the lives of 
others. 

Volunteering 
By Moira, Grade 8 

Charitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable Contributions    

(taken from www.hopeforcreativity.org) 
 

     We make art packs for 
homeless children from age 2-
18 that live in homeless shelters 
across Massachusetts. We cus-
tom fill the pack depending on 
the age and gender of the child.  
     All art supplies are packed in 
a draw string backpack and 
include a handmade card from 
one of our youth board mem-
bers or volunteers.  

 We accept the following new 
items:  
• Construction Paper  
• Crayons (thick and regular)  
• Markers  
• Glue sticks  
• Rulers  
• Watercolor Paints  
• Finger paints  
• Kid’s Scissors  
• Oil Pastels  
• Pens  

• Play-doh  
• Modeling clay  
• Small canvas ( 5x7)  
• Colored pencils  
• Journals  
• Pencils  
• Erasers  
• Sketch Books  
• Doodle pads  
• Pencil sharpeners  
 
 

Thanks so much for you sup-
port, together we will make a 
difference!  
 

Check out:  
 

www.hopeforcreativity.org  
 

for more information on how 
to donate and to sign up for 
the monthly newsletter! 
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Opinion 

     With all the new tech-
nology and different 
ways to find enjoyment, 
people seem to think 
that books, real books, 
are no longer important. 
Many people seem to go 
for the digital alterna-
tives: the Amazon Kin-
dle, Barnes and Noble 
Nook, and even the Ap-
ple iPad. All these new 
things make reading easi-
er and faster but is it like 
reading a book? Are you 
able to spend hours 
reading, or will your eyes 
begin to hurt from look-
ing at the screen? Are 
you able to be with the 
characters?   
     The Kindle, the 
Nook and the iPad are 
new technologies that 
you can utilize to buy a 
book online, then down-
load them onto the de-
vice. It is fast, and saves 
a whole lot of time. Like 
on those rainy days when 
all there is to do is read, 
but every book on your 
shelf, you have read. All 
you have to do is pick up 
the device, choose a 
book, or maybe even buy 
a new one and read. 
However, many people 
on days like that, want to 
curl up and cuddle while 
reading, but can you do 

that with a Kindle, Nook 
or iPad? It’s hard to tell.  
     The new devices are 
thin and light, travel easi-
ly and is able to be 
stored anywhere around 
the house. While books, 
on the other hand, are 
filled with pages after 
pages of a story. Many 
people prefer the feel of 
paper in their hands 
while reading; but you 
cannot travel with three 
or more books in your 
bags. It’ll weigh you 
down.  
     The feeling of a book 
in your hands seems to 
drag you right onto the 
page, allowing you to be 
there throughout the sto-
ry. While on the other 
hand, the devices are just 
like looking through a 
window, a locked glass 
door not allowing you to 
be with the characters 
and watch what would 
happen along side of 
them. 
     There is no final say 
on what is better, its 
your own personal opin-
ion. The devices, like 
everything else, have 
their ups and its downs. 
Considering its draw-
backs, it is causing prob-
lems for many book 
stores and companies, 
such as Borders Group 

Inc. The Borders Group 
has recently filed for 
bankruptcy, and is plan-
ning on shutting down 
more than 200 of its su-
perstores, the company 
in total has 642 stores. 
The closures are affect-
ing about 6,000 jobs and 
its all due to the rise of 
the technology and 
online books.  The Bor-
ders Express in Swamp-
scott is on the list of 
stores to be closed.  
     One school is taking 
steps into the 21st centu-
ry bringing along its new 
technology, but its leav-
ing one thing in the 
past...the books. Cushing 
Academy in West New-
bury, MA, is giving up its 
20,000 book library to 
allow electronic sources 
in. The library contained 
collections of classics, 
poetry and reference ma-
terials.   
     The school will add  
state-of-the-art comput-
ers with high-definition 
screens for research and 
reading. Monitors that 
provide the students 
with real-time interactive 
data and news feeds 
from around the world. 
Three flat screen TVs 
able to search the inter-
net. Finally, a cyber-cafe. 
To make sure something 

is clear, the school’s li-
brary will not be entirely 
empty; it will have sixty-
eight Amazon Kindles, 
as well as the laptops the 
school supplies its stu-
dents. 
     Is a library without 
books, truly a library? 
Imagine, going to your 
school library one day 
only to find there are 
NO books at all. It has 
been utterly and com-
pletely changed, instead 
of books there are many 
Kindles, Nooks, E-
Readers.... what would 
you think? Every one 
person has a different 
preference towards 
something. But a library 
without books, is not a 
real library, its a cool 
place, but not a library. 
     The new technologies 
have a tight hold on the 
21st century, but books 
have held the greater in-
terest of many over the 
past centuries. People 
love books, they like the 
technology. So, it’s be-
coming an undecided 
debate... which is now 
better?  

The Kindle vs. the Average Book 
By Rikki, Grade 8 

Photo: Josh + Tyler 



Spring 2011 The Atlantic Compass 11 

Send your letters to the editor and opinion pieces to:  
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

Letters to the Editor 
Comment? Praise? Question? 

 

Let us know! 

     I have recently noticed 
that, not just in this school, 
but in schools all over, chil-
dren and even many adults are 
treating reading as a chore. 
Now, I understand that many 
people have their reasons – 
being in a circumstance in 
which one can’t learn to read, 
for one. That person wouldn’t 
be reading this however, so 
this won’t be focused on 
them.  
     If you are unable to read 
though, you should do as 
much as possible to learn 
how, as reading is the first 
step into the world of 

knowledge. With the ability to 
read, one could try to get into 
college, get a job, and reach a 
great understanding of the 
world.  
     I once heard a person say 
that they wished they lived in 
a world where no books exist-
ed, or needed to exist, be-
cause of all those books that 
have been written would have 
been made into movies. Now, 
I understand that movies are 
entertaining, and it does seem 
to some as easier than reading 
a book, but for me, sitting 
through a two hour movie is 
much harder than reading a 

seven hundred page book. 
For one thing, in movies, it is 
extremely hard for emotions 
to be portrayed. If the actor 
isn’t really good, this excerpt: 
 
“His face contorted into pain, 
anguish, and fear, as the dark 
figure smashed him into the 
wall, preparing to strike the 
finishing blow, which would 
end his life.” 
 
Could turn into the character 
gaping, wide-eyed, and in 
shock at the dark figure. Real-
ly, for someone who didn’t 
read the book, that would be 

fine. But for those that have 
read the book, we would react 
in anger at the fact that the 
character wasn’t portrayed 
correctly.  
     In a book, any scene can 
be described in depth and 
with great accuracy. A great 
author can make even the 
simplest of stories into a 
breathtaking masterpiece that 
lasts for centuries. While on 
the other hand, a great direc-
tor can make the simplest of 
stories into an average movie 
that has good graphics and 
lasts for two hours. 

Why Books are Awesome 

By Sam, Grade 8 

     Have you ever said O 
when you meant to say zero. 
If you have, don’t feel bad 
because most people do it. 
Even I do it all the time. But 
why do we mix up our Os and 
zeroes?  
     My theory is that when we 
were younger in kindergarten, 
we would see the letter O 
more than the number 0. Af-
ter, seeing the letter so much it 

sticks in our brain. Then when 
we see the number 0 on paper, 
our mind says it is an O so 
before we can even think 
about it. That could be right’ 
but maybe not.  
     Nobody will really ever 
know. The mind is a compli-
cated puzzle who’s pieces will 
never be fully connected, at 
least not within our lifetime. 

Os and Zeros 

By Will M., Grade 6 

Opinion 

     I’ve always run into people 
at one time or another that 
put off such a self-absorbed 
attitude that it makes me sick. 
It’s odd how people can be-
come so wrapped up in their 
own lives to the point where 
they can’t change anything 
about their “important” 
schedules.  
     Maybe this seems so pecu-
liar to me because I try to put 

others’ needs before my own, 
and try to be courteous. It’s 
funny how people can’t under-
stand why they aren’t respect-
ed by anyone else; and it’s 
because they are so self-
entitled that they can’t waste 
heir precious time thinking 
about someone else.  
     Here’s a tip, if you want to 
be respected, try to be kind 
towards others. What goes 

The Way I See It 
By Moira, Grade 8 
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Arts and  

     In the recent month of April, 
the Swampscott Middle School 
Drama Club performed the play 
“Seussical the Musical” directed 
by Mr. Kane.   
     The production 
required much ef-
fort from the cast 
members, crew-
members, and the 
Director.  Everyone 
who saw “Seussical 
the Musical” left 
the theater with 
only positive com-
ments.  One of the 
greatest parts about 
the play was the amazing vocal 
performances by the cast.  The 
audience was very thrilled to see 
their friends and family up on 
stage. One group of fans even 

made signs for their friends to 
see.   
     There were many adjust-
ments to the stage that were 
required to make this produc-

tion, such as a 
giant “book,” 
which one of the 
characters 
emerged from.  
Even though this 
was the last play 
that the 8th grade 
cast members 
would be able to 
star in, this does 

not mean their acting career has 
ended.  Many of the cast mem-
bers who have been in the Mid-
dle School plays will continue to 
be seen on stage and admired by 
many. 

Lights, Camera, Seuss 
By Austin, Grade 8 

     Like every other school stu-
dent in America, I can’t wait for 
summer vacation. But a major 
problem is not knowing what to 
do! So here are some cool mov-
ies to see in the summer. 
 
 

June 
3rd      X-Men: First Class 

10th    Super 8 

17th  Green Lantern 

17th  Mr. Popper’s Penguins 

24th  Cars 2 

 
 

July 
1st  Transformers: Dark of the  
 Moon 

15th  Harry Potter and the 
  Deathly Hallows: Part II 

15th  Winnie the Pooh 

22nd  Captain America: The 

 First Avenger 

29th  The Smurfs 

 

August 
19th  Spy Kids 4: All the Time 
 in the World 
 
I personally cannot wait to see 
the final movie of the Harry 
Potter series. The way movie 
directors show what they think 
the story means is actually quite 
interesting. 

Summer Movies 
By Gabby A., Grade 8 

     Have you ever heard of 
anime? What do you think it is? 
In case you have not, today I 
shall tell you what anime is. 
Anime is just a really awesome 
hardcore version of cartoons. 
There are a million different 
kinds of anime in the world 
starting all the way in 1917, 
which was just a short 2 minute 
clip on a samurai fight.  
     From there it sky rocketed. 2 
minutes turned into 4. 4 turned 
into 8. Years later they have 20 
minute episodes and some mov-
ies. There is so much great 
anime today; a few of my favor-
ites are Naruto, One Piece, Ninja 
Gaiden, and Vampire Knight.  
     Anime has action, adventure, 
horror, comedy, and many 
more. A good place to look up 

anime is Anime Planet, a web-
site. It will show you any type of 
anime you want. Also the 
AnimeFreak TV website has 
information.  
     There is also have anime on 
TV Direct TV 292 296;  both 
channels show anime.  Comcast 
68 also shows it, and if you got 
to On Demand The Cutting 
Edge and browse you’ll find a 
lot of anime as well. 
     There are video games on 
anime, such as Naruto Ultimate 
Ninja Storm.  If you haven’t 
watched anime before, you have 
to check it out! 

What is Anime? 
By Sean, Grade 6 

     I have interviewed Newspa-
per Club students and teachers 
in Swampscott middle school, to 
find out their favorite music.  I 
have asked them their favorite 
genres, artists, and songs, and 
made a list of the most popular 
music.  The only question is, 
what is the most popular music 
of Spring 2011? 
 
Genres 
Rock, Rap, Hip Hop 
 
Artist 
Green Day, Lincoln Park, 
Eminem 
 
Songs 
Numb - Lincoln Park 
Bohemian Rhapsody - Queen 
Eye of the Tiger - Survivor 

As you may notice, the taste in 
music for the Swampscott Mid-
dle School Newspaper Club is 
very limited.   
     19 out of 21 kids who took 
the interview chose rock for 
their favorite genre, which was a 
big surprise to me, since most 
people would assume that the 
favorite genres would be pop, or 
hip-hop, but as for Newspaper 
Club, rock is the biggest craze. 

Most Popular Music 
By Austin, Grade 8 

Photo: Megan 
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Entertainment 

     Have you ever had a period 
in your life in which you had 
absolutely no idea what to do? 
Felt as if you were moments 
from exploding, and had no one 
to turn to? 
     Well, that is all about to 
change. 
     The advice column is a help-
ful tool that can assist you with 
problems ranging from big to 

small. Family, friends, hobbies, 
pets, and much more are wel-
come to the column for advice 
of all sorts. 
     If you do not feel comforta-
ble with telling a teacher or a 
guidance counselor your issues, 
tell someone that you can trust. 
The main problem that most 
people tend to have when they 
are dealing with a situation is 

that they keep it all bubbled up 
inside of them.  
     At first, keeping a big prob-
lem can seem alright, but it gets 
to a specific point in which is 
snowballs out of control. Keep-
ing things locked tightly inside of 
you can cause loads of stress on 
one, which can rub off on oth-
ers.  
     While dealing with something 

 that may be bothering you, it 
may cause you to spend most of 
your time revolving around it. 
The heart and mind are extreme-
ly delicate, and should not be 
treated lightly.  They are the keys 
to a happy, successful life.  
     If your happiness is in  your 
hands, then why cause yourself 
unhappiness? 
 

Atlantic Compass Advice Column: Dear Dakota 

 
 
Dear Dakota, 
Sometimes my parents fight, so I just 
try to make them laugh. Sometimes 
that doesn’t help. What should I 
do? :/com 
— Need a Fighting Fix  
 
Dear Fighting Fix, 
Having a sense of humor is a key 
aspect when dealing with these 
types of situations. Although 
laughing and trying to crack a 
joke or two to your parents may 
help spread a smile or two on 
their faces, you should probably 
sit down and try to have a seri-
ous conversation about the fact 
that their arguing is affecting you 

as well. But always remember 
just because they are not getting 
along with one another very well, 
does not mean that they do not 
love or care about you. You are 
trying your best, and stay gold! 

 — Dakota 
 
 
 
 
Dear Dakota, 
I have so many activities after school. 
Dance, acting, Hebrew school, softball, 
and I get so much homework. I want 
to get good grades and I love all my 
activities but sometimes I feel I have to 
give some up. I also want to have time 
with friends but I only have one free 
day a week, and sometimes none. 
What should I do? 
— Overwhelmed  
 

Dear Overwhelmed, 
Dealing with the pressures of 
school, friends, and activities can 
be very stressful. But try to get 
some of your friends to get in-
volved with some of the activi-
ties that you enjoy. That way you 
can enjoy the sport and one an-
other’s company more often. 
School also has its complications 
when you are dealing with many 
activities, and it may get hard to 
balance good grades. But school-
work is important! Another way 
of dealing with the stress is by 
possibly letting a few activities 
go. Pick out say, three of your 
favorite after school things, and 
commit to only them. Good 
luck, and stay gold! 

 — Dakota 
 
 

Dear Dakota, 
My sister and I fight a lot. We 
are starting to get better but it 
always goes up and down. How 
can I stop it? 
— Sibling Stress 
 
Dear Sibling Stress, 
As upsetting as this may be to 
hear, sisters are sisters, and they 
do have their share of argu-
ments. The best way to settle 
things out is to find a way for 
the both of you to bond and 
reconnect. The weight of school 
and friends may begin to pull 
you two apart, but always re-
member that no matter what, 
you are sisters and always will be. 
Always trust yourself, and stay 
gold!  

 — Dakota 

Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:    

     Many people all over the 
world watch videos on 
YouTube, but here are some that 
I enjoyed.   
     My first video is Funny Cats, 
created by hguoap. It has over 
19 million views! The video lasts  

about 7 minutes and 50 seconds.  
     Next on my list is a group of 
videos all created by Really An-
noying Orange, and has made 
many videos called Really An-
noying Orange. He creates a 
video almost every week! Each 

lasts about 1 to 3 minutes. Each 
video has many viewers. 
     This next creator, named 
Fred, makes many videos as well. 
He names them Fred. They last 
from 1 to 5 minutes.  Fred’s 
most popular video is Fred Goes 

Swimming. All of his videos are 
popular.  
     There is one more group of 
videos I wanted to tell you 
about. They are called America’s 
Funniest Home Videos, or AFV, 
for short. It even has its own TV 
show! Many of these videos are 
popular. Lots of people have 
recreated these videos on their 
own. 
     Check them all out! 

Funny YouTube Videos 
By Matt, Grade 6 
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Arts and Entertainment 

     Coming in March, the Nin-
tendo 3DS is a major break-
through in gamin. It will have 
the ability to display 3D WITH-
OUT GLASSES. Here are the 
facts on the 3DS. 

• There is a button that 
you can slide that will 
turn the 3D on or off 

• It has a motion sensor 
and a gyro sensor (for 
those of you who 
don’t know, a gyro 
sensor is something 
that senses the move-
ment of the thing its 
attached to) 

• 3D CAMERAS 

• An adjustable stylus 

• There is a special cra-
dle that comes with the 
3DS that charges it as 
soon as you put it 
down 

• All your normal DS 
games will work, but 
they will only be dis-
played in 2D 

    
  Along with the 3DS, a variety 
of new games will be released. 
Kid Icarus: Uprising, and Dead or 
Alive: Dimensions, are two of the 
many games that will be released 
with the 3DS on March 27, 
2011. 

Nintendo Breaks the  
Barrier Between 3D  

and Reality 
By Julian, Grade 6 

Images: 
www.amazon.com  

     Over the vacation I read the 
book Carrie by Stephen King. 
While I was reading this book I 
felt like even though the author 
is a horror novelist, he tried to 
reach a message to 
young adults and 
adults about bullying  
and that when you 
bully, bad things usu-
ally happen to you. 
     The book is about 
a girl named Carrie. 
She is picked on by 
these girls in her 
school. The reason 
why she is bullied is 
because she and her 
mom are very religious. The 
gym teacher in her school sees 
the girls picking on Carrie and 
gives the girls detention. If they 
don’t go, they don’t go to prom.  
     A couple days later Carrie is 
in the library and she discovers 
that she can move things with 
her mind - an ability called tele-

kinesis.  A boy named Tommy 
comes asks her to prom. Tom-
my is a boy whose  girlfriend is 
one of  the girls who picked on 
Carrie. She told him to ask Car-

rie to prom to ask 
Carrie to forgive her. 
When Carrie told her 
mom she was going 
to prom her mom 
yelled at her and told 
her she couldn’t go to 
prom. One of the  
mean girls tell the 
gym and the gym 
teacher slaps the girl 
across the face. Then 
the dad of the girl 

complains about it, but the prin-
cipal still says the girl can’t go to 
prom.  
     All of the girls are mad. So 
they plan to vote Carrie for 
Prom Queen and do something 
terrible to her to get her back.  
You will have to read to find 
out what happens next.   

Review: Carrie 
By Rachael, Grade 6 

     So, the 3DS is finally here. 
Many people say that the 3DS 
hurts your eyes, but for some, 
including myself, it doesn’t 
bother me at all. There is a 
depth slider, and there is also 
the option to turn the 3D off 
completely. And for you non-
believers, the 3D really 
WORKS!!! The 3DS comes with 
11 pre-installed titles: 

• Mii Maker 

• Activity Log 

• Face Raiders 

• Nintendo 3DS Sound 

• Streetpass Mii Plaza 

• Nintendo 3DS Camera 

• AR Games 

• System Settings 

• Download Play 

• Health and Safety In-
formation 

• First 3D Video! 
 
     There will be an update com-
ing in May that will include the 
Virtual Store, Internet Browser, 
and the ability to record 3D 
VIDEO!!!! Awesome, right?  
     There is also an outstanding 
variety of games available for 
the 3DS. My favorite is Super 
Street Fighter 3D Edition. The 
3DS can take 3D photos too. 

3DS is Finally Here! 
By Julian, Grade 6 

     Have you ever had multiple 
words stuck in your head that 
were just begging to be put 
down on a 
paper and 
strung to-
gether? Open 
for the world 
to see. Well, 
that’s exactly what Wattpad is 
for! 
     Being at a young age may 
cause one to feel as if you can-
not share your work with others 
except for in English class. That 
is no longer true because 
Wattpad offers just that. 

     Romance, fiction, science 
fiction, historical fiction, and 
even poems are welcome to be 

published for 
others to read 
and love. 
You can es-
cape this 

world, and enter your own 
one filled with mythological 
creatures or present day people. 
The world that you create is up 
to you, and only you. You can 
allow others into your mind, and 
give them access to read in be-
tween the lines. Your lines. 

WattPad 
By Michelle, Grade 8 

Images: www.amazon.com  

Image: www.amazon.com  
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Student Spotlight 
King at Thirteen  

By Will M., Grade 6 

     It has officially happened. 
King Howard of England has 
resigned. Everyone in the 
country probably knows 
about that. But Howard XI 
was not thinking about the 
fact that his dad resigned. He 
was thinking about what he 
was going to do as king. He 
was King Howard’s only son. 
He was also very shy in front 
of people. His dad resigned 
because he wasn’t very good 
with people and couldn’t han-
dle the pressure. The year was 
2020 and it was Howard XI’s 
turn to be King of England. 
He didn’t know what to do 
except for go to the palace. 
So, that is exactly what the 13 
year old did. 
     When Howard got to the 
outside of the all famous 
Buckingham palace, he stood 
right in front of the golden 

gate. He has seen and been in 
the palace before, but now 
that he knew he was in charge 
of the palace, he was left in 
awe. Then, Howard’s uncle, 
Robert, came behind him and 
said, “Ah Howard, it is time 
to be crowned.” 

* * * * * 
     It has been a year since 
King Howard was crowned. 
Many things have happened 
since then. England had de-
clared war against China. The 
king had to make his first ever 
speech: 
     “Hello fellow British peo-
ple” The King said. “ Here I, 
um, will be telling you about 
our status in the war against 
China. Basically were going to 
lose. Plain and simple.” And 
then the kid ran off the stage 
in fright of all those people. 
Everyone booed him 

     It has been the two-year 
anniversary of the day How-
ard became king. Over the 
year, England had split into 
two countries. One was called 
North England, which was 
ruled by King Howard, and 
the other was controlled by 
China and was not a democra-
cy. One day King Howard 
was almost assassinated. That 
night he sat in his thrown 
crying. Not because he almost 
died, but because the country 
he owned was falling into 
China’s grasp. As tears 
dripped from his eyes, he 
thought of a plan. He was 
going to confront the Chinese 
Emperor himself. 
     The time had come. King 
Howard was staring at a car. 
The area was in the middle of 
nowhere. It was pouring out. 
Then a figure stepped out of 

the car. The King’s hair was 
soaked. The figure was the 
Emperor. Howard stepped up 
to the Emperor and put his 
hand out offering to shake. 
The Emperor grabbed the 
King’s arm and slammed him 
into the ground and placed 
his foot on Howard’s arm. 
     “Help!” Howard 
screamed. Pain traveled 
throughout his arm. 
     “There is nobody to help 
you” the Emperor replied. 
Then suddenly everything 
began to fade away. Every-
thing was vanishing until 
Howard was suddenly trans-
ported. What had just hap-
pened was just a dream. How-
ard’s dad was still king and 
Howard XI was still the 
Prince of England. 

Yesterday, 
Today, 

Tomorrow. 
Decisions, choices, ideas, thoughts; 

To recognize the beauty in everything and everyone.  
Living has a purpose, and we all have 

 different tasks. 
The presence of the verve expresses our artistic ideas.  

Our lively vigorous spirit sends messages to the heart and brain. 
We are insane sometimes,  

but forgiveness floats between the clouds.  
 

ExistenceExistenceExistenceExistence    
By Gabby L., Grade 6 

Sometimes there are people, 
Who make you feel angry. 

They try to make your head explode 
and try to drive you crazy. 

But don’t back down to them 
Stand tall and hold your head high. 

Show them what you got  
Teach them that bullying, 
is wrong and not accepted. 

Don’t make anyone turn your mood 
Mad. 

Be strong and handle situations 
Good.  

SituationsSituationsSituationsSituations    
By Bianca, Grade 6 
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Student Spotlight 
365 

By Tyler, Grade 7 

     I woke up. Really hot. Def-
initely sweating and not able 
to move. It was really dark and 
I was able to make out a fig-
ure. It looked like a guy. The 
only body part I could move 
was my toes. 
     “Poor Lace Kaneshiro, 
poor child,” murmured the 
dark figure. 
     I was trying to talk, but the 
thing that was blocking my 
vision and breathing was stop-
ping me. 
     “You should stop trying to 
move. You won’t be getting 
out anytime soon,” the figure 
screamed. 
     While I was squirming, I 
noticed my finger could pole 
through a tiny hole. I ripped it 
a little bit. After, I got my 
whole arm out. But the man 
never noticed. He left and 

slammed the door. I heard 
some noises and the lights 
went out. I knew he was going 
to bed. I was them able to get 
my whole body out. I noticed 
I had a cut on my leg. It was 
untreated, but it didn’t hurt. 
     I opened the window that I 
barely was able to lift. Then I 
heard the guy get up. I jumped 
out the window and ran as fast 
as I could. 
     “NO! GET BACK 
HERE!!!” He yelled. 
     Later that night I got 
home…safe and sound. My 
mom hugged me so tight I 
could barely breathe. 
     Before I went to bed, I 
checked the date. It had been 
exactly one year since I got 
kidnapped… 

Safer 
By Sam, Grade 8 

     I sighed. Leaning over the 
edge of the airship, I looked 
down upon the desolate land.  
     “Hey, what’s up?” A famil-
iar voice from behind asked. I 
glanced to the side as my best 
friend, Trent, leaned next to 
me. “How are you, Brian?” 
     “Fine, I guess,” I stated. 
“Just feeling kind of down 
after the last raid.” 
     “Hmm, I understand. We 
lost a lot of good people,” 
Trent said with a nod.  
     “It’s not exactly that that’s 
bothering me,” I said, a slight 
frown on my face. “It’s just… 
It seems like we’re just going 
in circles here. We battle with 
other ships, we sleep, we eat 
and we train… Then we go 
back to battle. When will it 
end?” 
     “Don’t worry! Leader says 

 that as soon as we get the 
power supply it will all be 
over.” 
     “I don’t know…” I was 
feeling uneasy. “It’s just… 
Don’t you wonder if there’s 
another life besides living here 
in the air?” 
     “What, you mean like on 
the ground? Is that even possi-
ble?” Trent asked.  
     “Has anyone ever tried?”  
     “I doubt it. I doubt anyone 
will ever try too. I mean, just 
the thought!” Trent exclaimed. 
“Nah, we’re much safer up 
here, flying through the sky.” 
     I sighed. “Yeah, you’re 
probably right. Come on, it’s 
almost curfew.”  
     I still felt uneasy though. I 
didn’t see why we couldn’t try 
living on the ground…  

All my friends do not get me 
It’s like they expect me to be this girl that knows everything, 
What to say, what to do, what to think 
And so do my parents. 
Sometimes I just wish that I could get away 
Just to find my path to Narnia. 
So that I could start my whole life over. 
No one there to judge me, 
To tell me what I like 
And what not to like. 
Tell me what to say, 
What not to say. 
It will just be me. 
Me, Me, Me, 

Me. 
That is just how I like it, 
Just being alone, 
That way I can just scream out how I truly feel, 
Without having anyone sit and state 
And make me feel unwanted. 
But then I am torn 
You know that you want to leave, 
But something does not seem to feel right, 
Something always draws you back 
And you know this because 
You have been living this way your whole life 
Now… 

Should I stay or should I go?  

UntitledUntitledUntitledUntitled    

By Kiana. Grade 8 
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The Loner 
A Dr. Who Short Story 

By Luke, Grade 8 

     The TARDIS engines 
stopped and a large blue po-
lice box appeared where only 
grass had stood. A man in a 
brown suit with blue pin-
stripes, modern hair and a 
light brown trench-coat 
stepped out of the box, he 
looked around, he seemed to 
be lost, this man, was the 
Doctor. 
     A young woman stepped 
out from behind a bush, she 
was slightly frightened by the 
stranger, but curiosity over-
came her fear.  
     The man came up to her, 
his cream trainers slapped 
softly on the dirt road. He 
looked into her small green 
eyes, “Hello, what’s your 
name?” 
     “L-L-Lily, what’s yours?” 
She asked. 
     “I’m the Doctor, pleased 
to meet you Lily. When and 
where am I?” 
     Lily was taken aback, how-
ever she answered: “Anytown, 
California 1975.” 
     “Really? It’s called Any-
town?” The Doctor asked. 
     “Why yes, are you a police-
man?” Lily asked. 
     “Oh, this?” He slapped the 
side of TARDIS, “No, this is 
my spaceship.”  

     “Oh really?” Lily said 
doubtfully. 
     “Yeah really, I’ll show you 
later. What seems to be the 
problem?”  
     “Problem? There are no 
problems here.” Lily said, but 
the Doctor saw right through 
that lie. “Really? Why are you 
lying?”  
     Lily looked round nerv-
ously. “People have been dis-
appearing.” 
     “Really? Why?”  
     “No one knows, they just, 
go. I’m scared.”  
     “Don’t worry, I’ll help.” 
He took out a little metal 
thing with a blue tip and 
pressed a button, it made an 
annoying sonic sound. He 
took off running towards the 
town limits. Lily stared at the 
odd man. Then ran after him. 
     The Doctor jogged into 
the general store, his sonic 
screwdriver bleeping madly. 
He looked directly at the 
manager in a funny way. The 
guy smiled at him. “What 
seems to be the problem?” 
the manager asked in a falsely 
friendly way. 
     “Have people been disap-
pearing round here?”  

     “Why no, of course not. If 
you step back here, I’ll show 
you.”  
     “Um, sure why not?” 
     The manager turned 
around and licked his lips, 
excited almost, the Doctor 
came up to the counter: “Are 
you all right?” 
     “Yes....Perfect.” The man-
ager says oddly, the Doctor 
stares at him. He followed 
him back into the storage, the 
lights were a strange color. 
The floor shifted, and the 
Doctor felt like he was going 
down. The manager had a 
strange smirk, then the Doc-
tor remembered his voice, he 
was walking right into a trap! 
     The floor came to an ab-
rupt halt. Two doors opened 
to his right, and there they 
were.  
     The Family of Blood, one 
of the Doctor’s greatest rivals’ 
he gasped, this was impossi-
ble! But he knew it was them, 
he just knew it, Time Lord 
instinct. 
     “How’d you all get here?” 
The Doctor said. “I trapped 
you all in different scenarios!” 
     “But he rescued us,” said 
Sister of Mine. “HE is return-
ing...” 

     “Who?” The Doctor 
asked, he was quite perplexed. 
     “We cannot tell. We are 
here for you Doctor!” Son of 
Mine exclaimed. 
     They slowly approached 
the Doctor, then there was a 
crash, shots from gun and the 
Family dropped to the 
ground.  
     “What? What? What?” 
The Doctor turned around 
and saw Lily, with a smoking 
gun in her hand. 
     “I saved you, now you 
have to tell me who you are.”    
     “I’m the Doctor, and 
that’s all you need to know.” 
     “I want to travel with you! 
You travel a lot right?” 
     “Yes, I travel, but alone, 
you can’t come with me, and 
I’m sorry.” 
     “Why not?”  
     “Because, I’ve lost too 
many that travel with me,” the 
Doctor said. 
     Lily tried to object, but the 
Doctor walked out of the 
cellar back to the TARDIS, 
alone again, nearby, an out-of-
order bubbler dripped, 1-2-3-
4, 1-2-3-4, but the Doctor 
didn’t hear it, unfortunately..... 

Photo: Brady 
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Gone as Quick as They Come 

By Will M., Grade 6 

     It was a cold fall day in the 
forest of Siberia. The air was 
crisp and the leaves, fully or-
ange and brown, lay across 
the ground. Every step Wits 
took made a crinkling sound.    
     Wits is a small rabbit that 
lives in the Siberian Forest. 
He has tiny feet and a tiny 
body but his brain is huge. All 
the animals think he is smart 
and witty.  Everyone asks 
advice from him and acts like 
they are his friend, but really 
they are not. He has no 
friends. 
     One day Wits was trudging 
through the forest. It was very 
late and Wits was tired. He 
had just been giving advice to 
King Gulon. Just when he got 
halfway to his house some-
thing unexpected happened. 
     “I’m halfway to home” 
said Wits. Then the bushes 
started to rattle. Wits stopped 

and started praying that noth-
ing was going to happen. 
Then a bear jumped out of 
the bushes. Wits could barely 
see what it looked like be-
cause it blended into the night 
sky. He was sure this was 
going to be his last night. 
Then a grayish brownish wolf 
came out from the same 
bushes that the bear came 
out. It was following the bear. 
The wolf then made a loud 
roar, louder than fireworks at 
a concert. The bear then ran 
away. 
     “Hello” said the wolf. “My 
name is Fright.” 
     “Get away from me” said 
Wits. “Wolves are just stupid 
creatures” Wits then ran away. 
Fright went back into the 
bushes with a tear rolling 
down his eyes.    
     That night Wits thought 
about his past experience. He 

felt really bad about his ac-
tions so the next day he 
tracked down Fright.   
     “Hi. My name is Wits.” 
said Wits. “I am sorry about 
last night. Please forgive me. 
It was a weird moment. If you 
forgive me it would be really a 
great pleasure if you played 
hide and go seek with me.” 
     “I forgive you” said Fright. 
“Now let’s play.” They played 
all night. They decided that 
every night they would play 
hide and go seek.  
     Within a month they be-
came best friends. They gave 
each other not physical gifts, 
but emotional gifts. Fright 
gives Wits a sense that he has 
a friend that doesn’t only like 
him for his advice. Wits gives 
Fright a sense that there is 
someone in the world who 
likes him because no one likes 
wolves. Everything was good 

until something bad hap-
pened. 
     “Wits” said Fright. “This 
will be our last moment to-
gether. I have to leave with 
my family. The other animals 
are kicking us out. Don’t ask 
any questions.” 
     “Wait!” Wits said. “Even 
though we are physically 
apart, we will always be men-
tally together.” Fright nodded 
and left the area. Then Wits 
sat down and started to cry.   
     Years have passed and 
Wits and Fright have been 
living a happy life. Fright’s 
family found a new land and 
made it their home where 
anyone is allowed there. Wits 
found a new friend. He was a 
turtle named Slowen. Even 
though Fright and Wits were 
apart, they never left each 
other’s mind.  

Verse: 
School o mighty school 
You either get an A or an F, ha!  
School o mighty school  
It sometimes makes me twirl to and fro. But as time comes 
around…  
 
Chorus:  
School is for all ages no matter what you do 
It is for the smart and the dumb 
So many times we hate it but it helps you so much yeah 
 

Verse: 
School o mighty school 
It’s from preschool until your old, ha!  
Everyone is welcome no matter who you are  
Short, tall, sly or smart.  
It’s a thing you have to do or you will fail in life  
O school o mighty school. 

School SongSchool SongSchool SongSchool Song    
By Bianca, Grade 6 
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The Cold Story 
By Tyler, Grade 7 

     I grabbed the book…
swiftly.  Noland didn’t notice. 
He was still looking at my 
sister. I tried to attempt to cut 
the ropes when he looked 
away. He walked out. 
     “Move your hands Lola. 
The fast you go the faster we 
can leave.” I told her very 
sternly. 
     “Okay…” She replied as 
she moved her hands. 
     It released. I laughed in joy! 
But I laughed way too loud. 
Noland came in with a mad 
face. I stood in front of Lola. 
She was definitely 

 scared.  
     “Don’t go near us, No-
land.” I told him. 
     He laughed… and came 
closer. 
     I jumped at him, knocked 
him down. We both ran, Lola 
and I. We were out of the old 
abandoned warehouse. But 
Noland was STILL after us. 
Then Lola tripped. 
     I jumped on her to protect 
her because Noland was on 
our tails. He took out his ba-
nana. Then he opened it. He 
stopped looking. He made a 
run. We got out safely.  

Kisuke 
By Sean, Grade 6 

Prologue  
 
     My name is Kisuke (kiss 
ooh k) I’m Nineteen 6’2’ 
white hair, red eyes. I do not 
have any family at least that I 
know of. Usually I keep to 
myself since every one makes 
fun of me because I look like 
a freak. They think I’m a vam-
pire or something, but I 
doubt that. I am just a weak, 
selfish, jerk and I know that. 
For now that is... 
 

The Beginning 
 
     Kisuke yawned under his 
hood, “Man this is so boring. 
Why do I have to stay after 
school? Its not like I get Fs.” 
     A girl walked up to him in 
a white school uniform and 

said, “Hello my name is 
Yuuki.” 
     Kisuke said “…. What do 
you want.” 
      Yuuki frowned”, Are you 
always this mean?” 
     “……” 
     Yuuki sat next to him, 
“Soo what’s up with the 
hood?” 
     “I don’t like to show peo-
ple my face” 
     “I don’t mind what you 
look like. It really doesn’t 
matter,” Yuuki smiled. 
     Kisuke lifted off his hood 
exposing his white hair and 
red eyes. 
     “ WOW!!” Yuuki giggled 
“just like me!” 
     “Yeah, but people don’t 
think you’re a monster,” 
Kisuke said with a sad face. 
     “I don’t think you are one,  

and my name is Yuuki.” she 
smiled again 
     Kisuke’s eyes widened as 
he discovered he also had a 
slight smile on his face “M-
my name is Kisuke.” 
     “Huh?” “What’s with the 
stutter?” 
     Kisuke gulped “N-
nothing.” He had a deep 
blush on his face. 
     A man walked up to the 
two and said, “Yuuki lets go!” 
     “Aw, fine…” Yuuki said 
sighing, “But, Gen did you 
know this one here is a pure-
blood vampire!” 
     “And how do you know 
that!” Gen said.  
     “Well look at him,” she 
frowned. “He has the same 
eyes and hair color.”  
     Gen glared at Kisuke for a 
minute. “You’re right but he 

does not realize it.” 
     Kisuke finished his work 
and left the room “Just leave 
me alone.” He walked out the 
school, sighing, with a sad 
look on his face 
     “GEN YOU JERK!!!!” 
Yuuki said, upset. 
“What! I didn’t do any-
thing!!!” said Gen. 
     Yuuki hit Gen in the arm 
and ran after Kisuke “Kisuke!! 
Kisuke!! Wait up! 
     “Leave me alone… You 
deceitful annoying girl!” He 
shouted, upset. 
     Kisuke left the school and 
started walking home alone 
again. Yuuki stared after him, 
shocked and a little heartbro-
ken. 
 
To be continued... 

I feel all alone, 

Just another minuscule fish in this gigantic sea. 

I have nowhere to go, 

Everywhere I turn 

seems to be the wrong path 

Everyone that tries to help just makes it worse 

No one seems to understand what I am going through 

How could they know, 

I don’t even know what I am going through 

UntitledUntitledUntitledUntitled    

By Kiana, Grade 8 
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The Kitchen Idol 

By Lauren, Grade 6 

     It seemed as though the 
clock was ticking at the speed 
of a jet. I was running out of 
time. The pages were crum-
pled and I had spilt all differ-
ent spices and ingredients all 
over them. I had four hours. 
Mr. Aspinci would be here 
very soon, and I had close to 
nothing. Why did I procrasti-
nate for so long? Why did I 
wait until the cabinets felt as if 
they were closing in on me? I 
needed the best original recipe 
I could make in such a short 
amount of time. I needed air. 
I opened the big front door 
and stepped onto the cement 
sidewalk with a loud stomp. I 
didn’t care that it was 3:00 
A.M. It didn’t seem to matter 
that it was a Sunday night – or 
now a Monday morning – I 
needed to make a great meal 
for the even greater head chef 
of Apollo’s the greatest res-
taurant of the whole west 
side.  
     How could I, Jeff Lausier, 
the future second best chef of 
Apollo’s, get a mind block 
now? By now my mind was 
churning and I had thought of 
many ideas. I had somehow 
already stomped down about 
a mile down the road, and 
some man opened his apart-
ment window to throw a few 
choice words about how loud 
I was being. That was when I 
decided to walk quieter, and 
head to my idols house.  
     “J-Jeff? It is three in the 
morning. What are you doing 
here at this time?”  

     “I need your ideas, Grand-
pa. Your inspiration. Your 
company. And your kitchen,” 
Jeff said with a sigh of relief.  
     “Oh, Bud. You are the 
best chef I have ever eaten 
from. I have no real source of 
inspiration, that comes from 
what your brain and heart 
thinks up for you. You don’t 
need my company, I only sit 
and read all day, not very in-
teresting. And my kitchen is 
just a small little jumble of 
cabinets and a stove, not even 
one of those fancy, oh you 
know? Those dish contrap-
tions-” 
     “A dish washer?” Grandpa 
never got the whole 
“dishwasher” concept. “But 
Grandpa, your kitchen was 
the one place I would always 
want to be when I was little.  
Mom and Dad, they weren’t 
always around to cook, I nev-
er got to experience this other 
special world of spices and 
salts, it amazes me and I just 
can never get enough of it. 
And Grandpa-” 
     “Bud, when you were little, 
your whole world was cook-
ing. Mom and Dad would 
drop you off, Monday 
through Friday, from seven to 
eleven, the weekends from 
Saturday morning to late Sun-
day night, and you would stay 
in the kitchen the whole time. 
Your first few words were 
different types of spices and 
‘Pa’ – what you used to call 
me – and you could already 
whip up a great pasta salad 

when you were four. Nothing 
could stop you or phase you 
once you passed the gate to 
your little chef world. Some-
times I would have to rip you 
off the counter just to change 
your diaper. And Grandma 
would always tell me that 
someday you would be in 
your own house with your 
recipe book out, in your big, 
shiny kitchen. I never thought 
she would be so right. If you 
haven’t noticed Jeff, I have 
been stopped by lately. I just 
come to check on you, you 
know, make sure everything is 
alright. And you are always 
cooking in the kitchen while 
chatting on the phone with 
some man named, oh what 
was it? Aspinci. Mr. Aspinci. 
And you don’t notice me, in 
your huge kitchen, for you, 
now all grown, still enter your 
great little chef world.” 
     Grandpa was right. I had 
never noticed him in the 
house before. And her was 
right; I still knew my little 
chef world like the back of 
my hand. My kitchen was my 
sanctuary, and if I wasn’t at a 
meeting with the directors of 
Apollo’s, or working on creat-
ing my very own cookbook 
with some of my best original 
recipes, I was there, in my 
extraordinary, comforting 
kitchen, experimenting with 
the science of food. 
     Then was when I realized, 
I hadn’t asked why he visited, 
or why he didn’t say anything 
when he did. 

     “Grandpa, why didn’t you 
say anything when you visit-
ed? I would have loved chat-
ting with you and having your 
company.” 
     “Well, Bud. I hate having 
to disturb you. Even since 
you were a baby, I never 
wanted to disturb you once 
you entered your chef land. 
And I only wanted to check 
on you, for my time is coming 
near.” 
     “What? Y-you? Y-you 
mean?” 
     “Bud, I’m getting older 
now. I have lived an incredi-
ble life, and if I do say so my-
self, I have created a pretty 
good one here that’s standing 
right in front of me,” Grand-
pa winked. “I need you to 
carry on with this tradition of 
cooking. Pass it on to your 
children. And they shall pass 
it on as well. Now, you, my 
friend. I’m pretty sure you 
have a recipe to cook for a 
pretty important person, am I 
right? 
     As tears were filling my 
eyes and my throat got tight, I 
managed to say, “Yes, sir. 
Goodbye now. I will visit you 
soon. And Grandpa? I just 
wanted to mention that you 
have always been my idol. 
And I hope that I am as good 
an influence as you, because 
you are the only reason I ever 
even stepped foot into the 
kitchen.” I opened the apart-
ment door and took a strong 
step to the sidewalk. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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     The rain was pouring down 
hard, and I had lost a half 
hour. I walked quickly back to 
my house, and from the front, 
I had never noticed how beau-
tiful it looked at night. I 
opened my front door and 
slammed it shut. Then I re-
membered the choice words 
that man had yelled from his 
window, and breathed in the 
wonderful smell of spices 
from the not-so-far-away 
kitchen. I took my jacket off, 
threw it on the coat rack, and 
set off to my chef world. I 
swung the kitchen door open 
and stared at the floral wallpa-
per, the great, white cabinets, 
with spice racks, and shiny 
silverware left out from earlier 
today. My mind was piecing 
together how great my kitchen 
was, and a slight idea sparked 
into my mind. 
     I ripped open every cabinet 
I had, took out half of my 
pots and pans, set my oven on 
preheat, boiled three pots of 
water, opened all the bottles 
on my first four spice racks, 
and started up my imagina-
tion. While my mind relaxed 
and took a tour of chef world, 
my hands did the rest. I don’t 
remember at what time my 
mind realized I was going to 
make Mr. Aspinci such a sim-
ple meal. And when it was 
done, I put it in the middle of 
my best fancy plate, and fell 
asleep on the couch. 
     “Jeff! Jeff! Open up! Time 
for testing!” 
     I opened up the front door 
still half asleep. 
     “Mr. Aspinci! Welcome! 
Come in, come in!” 

     “Thank you, Jeff. Oh, and 
by the way, I’m very sorry for 
your loss. Your grandfather 
was a good man. And a great 
chef. May he rest in peace. 
But, I surely do hope that 
didn’t affect your meal. Now, 
go on! Where is it?” 
     My loss? Grandpa? Oh, no. 
Did that mean? 
     “Did-did my grandfather- 
pass away?” 
     “Oh, Jeff. I’m sorry you 
weren’t aware. So what did 
you make?” 
     I pointed Mr. Aspinci to-
ward the kitchen and he ate 
the meal up like a vacuum. 
     “Very nice job Jeff! I have 
to say, I’m very impressed! 
How would you like to be the 
new head chef of Apollo’s?” 
     “Me? But you’re the head 
chef! And the owner! How 
could you pass that up so easi-
ly?” 
     “Jeff, the whole reason we 
were looking for a person to 
fill the job was because I’m 
retiring. I want you to be head 
chef and own the business. If 
you are anything like your 
grandfather, I know you will 
be a great boss.” 
     As the year passed on, Jeff 
sat in the comfy chair in his 
Apollo’s office. He decided he 
wanted to take a walk to his 
favorite place before the new 
family moved in. He opened 
the wooden door and looked 
up at the big, fluorescent, ad-
vertisement sign that read, 
“Grandpa’s Little Chef 
World”. Jeff then took the 
familiar road to his grandpa’s 
house and looked at the kitch-
en where he started his walk 
to fame, one last time. 

(Kitchen Idol continued from page 20) 

The Islander, Part I 
By Josh, Grade 6 

     One day there was a man 
named James.  James ran out 
of money to afford to stay at 
his apartment.  He had a week 
to get the money he needed.   
     He went walking one day 
when he found a newspaper.  
He started to read the newspa-
per and he saw an advertise-
ment in it for a man who 
could stay on an island for a 
month with only a survival 
knife and enough food to last 
a week.  It paid the amount of  
$1 million dollars.  He decided 
to do it. He went to the ad-
dress the advertisement said to 
go to and knocked on the 
door.  A man in a lab coat that 
was four sizes too big an-
swered it. 
     “I’m here for the job that 
pays 1 million dollars,” said 
James. “I believe it had some-
thing to do with staying on an 
island for a month.” 
     “Oh, good,” said the man. 
“Come with me.”  James fol-
lowed the man into the build-
ing. They walked into a room 
with nothing in it but a wood-
en dresser and an uncomforta-
ble looking chair.  The man 
walked over to the dresser and 
took out a survival knife.   
     “Am I going to go to the 
island now?” asked James. 
     “No,” said the man. “In  

one hour you will be going to 
the boat that will take you to 
the island. Until then you will 
wait in this chair while I go get 
your food.  The man left the 
room and James sat down.  
He waited for what seemed 
like a very long hour.  When 
the man came back, he had a 
crate. 
      “What’s in the crate?” 
asked James.  
      “Inside this crate is a spe-
cial type of food and a survival 
knife,” said the man. “Before 
you ask, the food is ‘special’ 
because it is packaged and 
right now it is powder. It will 
turn into food when you put a 
small amount of saltwater on 
it. Now follow me to my car 
and we will drive to the boat.”  
     James silently followed the 
man out of the house and to 
the car.  The man drove the 
car while James waited in the 
passenger seat.  They drove to 
a dock with a small rowboat 
docked on it. James got out 
took the crate out of the car 
and got on the boat. As soon 
as he got on the boat with the 
crate, the boat broke.  
      “Oh, dear,” said the man.  
“I’ll have to fix this.” 
 
To Be Continued……. 
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Patriots Re-Cap 
By Will F., Grade 5 

     The Patriots’ loss made a 
huge mark on their record of 
losses against the Jets. I think 
it was Brady’s fault they lost 
because of his ground passes 
and penalty throws. At least 
some players got some big 
touchdowns. Like Branch and 
his great catch, and Brady 
himself with his big breaka-
way.  

     Can the Pats survive after 
hearing their famous offense 
man retired? Also did you 
know about Brady’s injured 
foot? Could the NFL season 
be canceled by one big strike 
involving more pay?  
     There are lots of questions 
to be answered in the Fall. 
 
 

Top Ten WWE Superstars of  2000 - Present 
By Tyler, Grade 7 

10. Kane 
Kane is a huge superstar at 
7’0 feet tall! He is a two-time 
world champion, which is not 
too amazing. But Kane is very 
hard superstar to go up 
against which makes him 
number ten on the list. He is 
also the first superstar in 
WWE history to hold the 
WWE, World Heavyweight, 
AND ECW title. 
 
9. CM Punk 
CM Punk, the only straight 
edge (no alcohol and drugs) 
world champion in WWE 
history. But what’s cool is that 
he adopted that from his true 
straight edge ways. He is a 
three-time World Heavy-
weight Champion, which two 
that he cashed in his money in 
the bank privilege (a contract 
to have a World Champion-
ship match at anytime) which 
really makes him a strategic 
superstar, which is why he is 
#9. 
 

8. Rey Mysterio  
This man, the biggest little 
man, the ultimate underdog,  
everyone likes. He is a two-
time World Heavyweight 
champion, won a Royal Rum-
ble (30 man battle royal) en-
tering a 2. I have to say, he is 
just awesome. With his 
highflying abilities he is very 
exciting to watch, putting him 
easily at 8. 
 
7. Eddie Guerrero (RIP) 
Eddie Guerrero, he lies, he 
cheats, he steals, and he is a 
fan favorite. Becoming one of 
the most well liked superstars 
in history, Eddie had many 
accomplishments leading up 
to his death in 2005. Rest in 
Peace, Eddie. We miss you. 

 
6. Rob Van Dam 
Ha ha, love this guy. He is an 
exciting fan favorite that was 
an Extreme Championship 
Wrestling original. In 2002 he 
was in the first Elimination 
Chamber match (type of cage 

match). In 2006 he won the 
Money in the Bank contract I 
mention earlier. He did some-
thing though that nobody else 
has done. He chased it in for 
a match at the next Pay-per-
view, instead of cashing it in 
on a beaten down champion. 
But, he pulled out the victory 
to take the WWE Champion-
ship from John Cena who had 
it more about 4 months, and a 
10 before that, which is a 
huge accomplishment for a 
superstar to beat John Cena 
no matter what the cost. 
 
5. The Miz 
Okay, okay, 2010 and the first 
half of 2011 has really been all 
Miz. Winning TWO US Ti-
tles, Money in the Bank, beat-
ing John Cena 3 or 4 times, 
wining the WWE Champion-
ship and holding it for 160 
days, impressive.  
 
4. Randy Orton 
This man is a future hall of 
famer. Winning 8 World titles 

(7 WWE and 2 World Heavy-
weight; current World Heavy-
weight), since 2007!!!!!!! He is 
my one of my favorites. Good 
job, Randy. 
 
3. Edge 
He is awesome. 11 time world 
champion, 11 time tag team 
champion, and 2-time money 
in the bank winner, 1,000,000 
times awesome. 
 
2. The Undertaker 
The Dead Man. 3 Time 
World Heavyweight champi-
on, 1 time Elimination Cham-
ber winner. That is all. Just 
plain awesome, I guess. 
 
1. TIE. Triple H and 
Shawn Michaels 
The DX Tag team is tied for 
#1, how surprising. The 13-
time world champion Triple 
H, and the Best of all time 
Shawn Michaels. All tied up. 
Both the best. That is all. 

Image: www.thesportssession.net 
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Top Ten Best WWE/ WWF Tag Teams of  2000 - 2011 
By Tyler, Grade 7 

10. Vitamin C (Christian 
and Chris Jericho) 
Reasons: This tag team had a 
lot of talent…that showed in 
the 2003 Royal Rumble, Chris 
Jericho entered #2.  But 
Christian disguised as Jericho 
came out, and Jericho snuck 
behind entry #1 Shawn 
Michaels and basically beat 
the life out of him and easily 
eliminated him from the rum-
ble.  
 
9.MNM (Johnny Nitro now 
John Morrison, Joey Mer-
cury, and Melina 
Reasons: Even though this 
team was always heel (bad 
guys), they were one of the 
most talented teams through 
2006-2007. They were always 
kind of fancy, I guess you 
could say. They won multiple 
tag team championships put-
ting them at #9. 
 
8. The Colons (Primo and 
Carlito) 

Reasons: If you don’t like this 
team, Carlito will spit in your 
face. 
 
7. Cryme Tyme (JTG and 
Shad) 
Reasons: Probably two of the 
worst singles competitors of 
all time… but together they 
made one of the most enter-
taining tag teams of all tyme. 
(haha at the pun) Never win-
ning the tag team title but 
having many chances puts 
them at #7 for some reason. 
 
6.Rated RKO (Edge and 
Randy Orton) 
Reasons: Okay. This team was 
awesome. Two of the best 
heels in 2006/2007 created 
one of the most dominate 
teams of all time. They were 
good at destroying the legend-
ary DX. Sadly they broke the 
team up after Randy won the 
WWE Championship. 
 
5. Brothers of Destruction 
(Undertaker and Kane) 

Reasons: Okay, let me put this 
straight. This team was amaz-
ing. Anyways, lots and lots of 
tag teams champions Even 
though splitting up, and get 
back as a team, getting into 
their own rivalries. Putting 
them at #5. 
 
4. Edge and Christian/ 
Suicide Blondes 
Reasons: From wearing crazy 
sunglasses and using kazoos 
this team was ridiculously 
funny. They won 7 tag team 
title’s. I have to say, if there 
wasn’t so many great tag 
teams, I would have these 
guys at #1. 
 
3. The Hardy Boys (Jeff 
and Matt Hardy) 
Reasons: Jeff Hardy is my 
favorite wrestler of all time, 
but this team was amazing 
too. They were like the Bros. 
of Destruction. They were 
brothers, and got into a lot of 
rivalries. But they were differ-
ent. Matt being a semi-

highflier and Jeff being the 
extreme enigma, they were a 
perfect tag team. 
 
2. Rock n Sock Connection 
(The Rock and Mick Foley) 
Reasons:  This team was 
great, funny, and just an all 
around great in the ring. The 
two have been known as two 
of the many greats all time. 
‘Nuff said.  
 
1. D-Generation X/ DX 
(Shawn Michaels and Tri-
ple H) 
Reasons: No doubt, BEST 
TAG TEAM IN HISTORY! 
They were funny, great, and 
had over 900,000,000,000 
fans! I am exaggerating but 
they were the best of all time, 
but you know. You have to be 
a hardcore Undertaker fan to 
hate these guys. Take your 
time and watch some of these 
guys. I plead, WATCH 
THEM! 

Sports 
The 

Atlantic Compass 
would like to 

Congratulate the 
BRUINS 
On their  

Stanley Cup  
WIN!! 

Image: www.bruins.nhl.com 
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This series of comics was created in Health this year.  The goal of the comics were to show how to avoid a fight. 

COMICS 
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This series of comics was created in Health this year.  The goal of the comics were to show how to avoid a fight. 
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The Last Word 
Bottom or Surface 

By Michelle, Grade 8 

 A simple, “Hey, how are you doing today?” can make somebody’s day 
so much better, and worthwhile. Sometimes, when a person gets to school, 
their first thought may be, “Great, another day in this miserable place.” It 
shouldn’t be that way. Everyone should feel welcome and free to be them-
selves in school without the snide comments from their peers.  
 If  school is like the ocean, filled with multiple creatures, some big and 
some small, then which one are you? The shark that everyone is scared to 
death of, or the helpless little fisher spider who only gets to see the surface 
of  the water in which it walks upon? Or, are you somewhere in the middle, 
torn between both, and not knowing what to do? Confused as to who every-
one sees, and when they see you, who you wish to be. 
 When you come to that part in your life, and trust me it will come, you 
may feel as if  it is time for a change. Sometimes, changes are for the better, 
and can help you discover a new part of  yourself  that you never knew exist-
ed. But, other times you may become so caught up in having everyone think 
that you are cool, funny, and awesome, that in the process you may lose 
yourself.  The time that you feel that there is no end to the rainbow, stop 
searching for the gold at the end, but focus on what lies at the beginning 
and you may find yourself  again. 

Photo: Brady 


