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In the fall, we have been given a reminder of the end 
of last school year when swine flu ravished the world 
across. Now, it’s happening to our school again, but 
worse. On Tuesday October 27th, there were 51 8th 
graders out alone. And that’s just the tip of the ice 

(Representation continued on page 3) 

Swine Flu Outbreak 
By Ari 

The day of respect was a big hit a SMS! This day was centered around re-
spect. First classrooms watched video clips and discussed them. Babe was 
one of the favorites! After watching the clips, and discussing them, students 
traced their hands and in it wrote or drew what respect meant to them. 
Next the whole school filed down to the auditorium for a program about 
respect. The program was all dancing and someone gave a well- constructed 
speech about respect. The dancing style was hip-hop and there was even a 
beat boxer there!  The dancing was great but sadly, it had to end. Soon eve-

(Welcome continued on page 3) 

Day of  Respect 
By Kiely 

Extended School Day 
By Chris 

Education is going to take a lot more of your time, 
Swampscott.  President Barack Obama has proposed a 
plan to make the school day and school year longer.  
In a quote from the AP, he says, “Our children spend 
over a month less in school than children in South 

(Representation continued on page 5) 
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burg. 
 The swine flu, or H1N1 virus, is similar to the 
seasonal flu. The only major difference: the world was 
not prepared. Every year, millions of people get vacci-
nated with the infamous flu shot. You might not like it, 
but it sure beats getting the flu. With swine flu, though, 
there was no vaccine prepared before the disease 
struck. Once a vaccine was hastily developed, prob-
lems were found with the prototype, and it had to be 
redeveloped. 
 What most people don’t realize is how much 
effort is put into making and developing a vaccine. It is 
a complex chemical process altering the genetic struc-
ture of developing cells in order to, well you get the 
point; it isn’t easy. Basically, the government sets aside 
a secret development area where the vaccine will be 
made, kind of like area fifty-one. This is to avoid ter-
rorist infiltration, which 
could result in a massive 
bio-attack. 
 To make the 
vaccine, they take an 
unfertilized egg, (what 
kind is classified) and 
put genes into it to make 
it into the vaccine. On 
egg makes one dose of 
the vaccine. That’s a lot 
of eggs, so it’s imagin-
able that there is a short-
age. Luckily, the vaccine 
was first developed for 
avian flu in 2006, so it 
was already there, but 
not yet perfect. 
 Obviously, that 
is a big deal, but it does-

n’t seem to be the major problem in our school. Ask 
around, and you’ll find that most of the people who 
were out didn’t have swine flu. People are just worried 
that they might contract the virus, and don’t want to 
take any chances. 
 But how do they know if they really are getting 
sick? “Fever body aches sore throat caught, and these 
generally come on pretty quickly,” says a doctor on flu 
symptoms, “And with H1N1 [swine flu], it’s pretty 
much the same.” Helpful, right? So you don’t know if 
you have swine or seasonal flu, but if you experience 
these symptoms, you should go to a doctor as soon as 
possible. 
 Recent reports say that although the swine flu 
re-spiked in October, we’ve basically seen the worst of 
it. And absentee poles confirm it for our school. But 

everyone has to remember, the risk is still out there.� 

(Representation continued from page 1) 

ryone went to a different classroom to eat lunch 
in groups of five of six. Many children got 
teachers that they didn’t have for classes but 
some kids stayed with their homeroom teach-
ers. Too bad the respect day was a half-day. 
With a whole day students would be experts on 

respect. � 

(Welcome continued from page 1) 
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This school year, you may have noticed there still 
is no student government. But our principal, Mr. Wat-
son insisted  “There should be one,” responds student 
Chris Thomsen to the current student government 
situation. “I was disappointed when there wasn’t one 
in middle school,” Chris continues. “Kids should have 
a say in what goes on in their school.” 
However, it is not just students that want a student 

voice in the school. Mr. Lewis, a 6th grade English 
teacher, said the following about our lack of student 
government. “I think that in such a large school, there 
should be a student government,” He continues, “It 
would be a great experience, especially for older stu-
dents who study government.” 
In fact, it was extremely difficult to find someone 

opposed to a student government. Out of 50 people 
surveyed, zero answered no to having a student coun-
cil, and all answered yes. 
Many people think that our reason for not having a 

student council can be blamed on lazy teachers. This, 
however, may not be so. Although students are cer-
tainly interested in creating a student government, 
there are no groups or individuals actually taking ac-
tion. 

School administrators would be glad to help, but 
only if the council is organized by the school. 
 Laziness takes a major part in Swampscott 
Middle School’s lack of student representation. A com-
bination of students and teachers could easily put 
something together but they all seem too busy to do 

something about it. � 
 

*** Editor’s Notice *** 
Swampscott Middle School is currently in the process 
of creating a student council.  All students interested 
are welcome to speak with 8th grade teachers Mrs. 
Szatkowski and Ms. Murphy, who will be advising the 
council.  The student council will have representative 
from homerooms in each grade.  For the remainder of 
the year the Council will be working to establish goals 
for the future, focusing on one project at a time with 
the objective target set on positive school improve-
ment and community involvement.  We, at the news-
paper, are all very excited to see this concept come to 
fruition after campaigning for the student council’s 
creation for so long.  Thank you! 

Still No Student Council? 
An investigation as to why there is still no student government 

By Ari 

Photos: Megan 



Korea.  That is no way to prepare them for a 21st cen-
tury economy.”  Of course, once the kids of Swamp-
scott Middle School heard about this, they were not 
happy. 
 “Kids shouldn’t always be so isolated in 
school,” remarks Austin, a student in the 7th grade.  
“They should be allowed to have some free time.  It 
would be too much work, and lots of kids would be 
stressed out.”  Kenny, an 8th grader, agrees.  “I would 
rather not have extended school days because it would 
interfere with after school activities.”  Kenny also be-
lieves that homework is better.  “[Homework] rein-
forces subjects learned at school and helps students 
become more independent at work. 
 However, some other kids believe that making 
school longer will help.  “I do not like the thought of 
school being longer, but I do like the idea of kids being 
smarter,” commented Mike, an 8th grader.  Ari, another 
8th grader, agrees.  “As a student and a kid, I feel that 
school controls my life, but I believe that making 
school longer would be beneficial.”  Other kids do 
want school to be longer, but they also want a com-
promise.  “I’d go to school longer if I had less home-
work,” says TJ, an 8th grader. 

 Teachers also agree that it would be better for 
all if school were longer.  “We would be able to cover 
more material during the day, and would feel good not 
to be rushed,” says Mrs. McKenzie, a 7th grader Geog-
raphy teacher.  Swampscott School Committee mem-
ber Maureen Thomsen also agrees with President 
Obama.  “The current school schedule and structure, 
which was created over 100 years ago, no longer meets 
the needs of today’s students.” 
 If school days were made longer, there would 
also be more time for electives, such as Comm. TV, 
Music, and Gym, among others.  There could also be 
return for recess, which would be highly desired by 
both students and parents.  “I also believe that kids 
need a time to exercise outside, and get some fresh 
air.” Ruben, a 7th grader agrees. “I like recess because 
you get a change to run around with other people that 
you don’t usually get a chance to hang out with.” 
 It looks like Obama’s extending of the school 
day would be better after all.  “At the end of the day, 
extending the school day would be better for all,” 
comments Coleman, an 8th grader.  “It would make all 
kids have a better education and career, and would give 

educators a more fulfilling teaching experience.” � 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Economy 

By Rachel 

How many of your parents are fussing over money? 
Um… let me think probably a lot. If I’m right then 
your family is having money problems, but don’t freak 
out. Some easy ways to earn money are: 

• Have a yard sale. Have any old toys or clothes? 

• Rake leaves for a neighbor 

• Shovel snow in the winter 

• Have a lemonade (summer) or hot chocolate 
(winter) stand 

• Have a car wash 

• Wash your neighbors dog 

• Baby-sit for your parents friends 

There is so much you can do, to make your parents 
money problems easier. How would you like it if just 
you could make a difference with this tough economy? 
I think you would like to make a difference in your 

parent’s life.� 
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Ahmed is 12 years old and in the 6th 
grade.  His favorite subject is Eng-
lish.  He love making music outside 
of school, and would love to carry 
on this passion towards a career 
stage, becoming a music producer. 

Austin is 13 years old and in the 
7th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Math. He loves to play music.  
When he grows up he wants to be 
a musician or an inventor because 
he loves making unique things of 
his own. 

Brendan is 10 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Reading.  Outside of school he loves 
to play video games.  He doesn’t 
know what he want to be when he 
grows up, but he also plays football, 
baseball, and likes to skateboard. 

Daniel is 10 years old and in the 5th 
grade.  His favorite subject is English.  
Outside of school he likes to draw, have 
sleepovers, and play with his two pet 
rats, Carly and Sam.  When he grows up 
he would like to be an actor because he 
loves drama.  His  favorite restaurant is 
Papa Razzi, and some of his  favorite 
meals are Chinese lo mein and macaroni 
and cheese. 

Gabby is 13 years old and in 
the 7th grade.  Her favorite 
subject is Latin.  She loves to 
play video games outside of  
school.  When she grows up 
she wants to be an archaeolo-
gist. 

 

Julian is 10 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject 
is Social Studies.  Outside of  
school he likes to read and play 
video games.  When he grow 
up he wants to be a paleontolo-
gist.  Macs rule! 

Moira is 13 years old and in the 7th grade.  
Her favorite subjects are English, Science, 
and Latin.  Outside of school she runs her 
own organization, so that takes up a lot of 
her time, but she likes to read, write, and 
draw.  She also plays the violin and wants to 
learn how to play the piano.  In the future 
she would like to continue work on her non
-profit and become either an artist or a 
writer, or both. 

Rachael is 11 years old and in the 5th 
grade.  Her favorite subjects are Math, 
Social Studies, and Reading.  Outside of 
school she does dance, plays video 
games, and watches movies.  When she 
grows up she wants to be a comedian 
because people say she is funny.  Her 
favorite movies are Star Trek and Friday 
the 13th. 

Ruben is 13 years old and in the 7th 
grade.  His favorite subject is 
French.  Outside of school he plays 
basketball and tennis.  When he 
grows up he wants to be an adver-
tiser because he is interested in de-
sign. 

Sarah is 12 years old and in the 6th 
grade.  Her favorite subject is either 
English or Social Studies.  She likes to 
play softball and read outside of school.  
She is not sure what she wants to be 
when she grows up, but she knows she 
wants to work with children.  She is the 
eldest of two and also love to roller-
blade for fun!  

Victoria is 13 years old and in the 
8th grade.  Her favorite subject is 
Social Studies.  Outside of school 
she loves to hang out with friends at 
Panera.  When she grows up she 
wants to be a Disney Imagineer.  She 
does basketball, theater, and will be 
running track in the spring. 

Who We Are  
Austin Ahmed Brendan 

Julian Daniel Gabby 

Rachael Moira Ruben 

Victoria Sarah T. 
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Arj is 13 years old and in the 8th 
grade.  His favorite subject is Sci-
ence.  Outside of school he likes to 
hang out with his friends.  He wants 
to be something awesome when he 
grows up, because that is just awe-
some. 

Brady  is 13 years old and in the 7th 
grade.  His favorite subject is Sci-
ence.  Outside of school he builds 
legos and hangs out with friends.  
When he grows up he would want to 
work with animals, because he loves 
animals. 

Coleman is 13 years old and in the 
8th grade.  His favorite subject is 
French.  In his spare time he runs 
track, cross country, and sails.  He 
would like to study linguistics in 
the future. 

Forest is 11 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Math.  He likes to play soccer 
outside of school and also likes to 
run and hang out with his friends.  
When he grows up he wants to be 
a pro soccer player because he 
loves soccer.  He also loves to do 
origami. 

Joshua is 10 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Math.  Outside of school he plays 
baseball.  When he grows up he 
wants to be either a businessman 
or a college professor.  He likes to 
use electronics and go outside a 
lot. 

 
Megan is 12 years old and in the 7th 
grade.  Her favorite subject is Math and 
she also loves Social Studies and Latin.  
Outside of school she likes to play softball 
and hang out with friends.  When she 
grows up she wants to become a marine 
biologist because she likes to learn about 
fish, and would like to become an arche-
ologist because she wants to learn and see 
things that were buried a long time ago. 

Nicholas is 10 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Science, but he also like recess.  
Outside of school he likes to play 
video games.  He wants to be-
come a scientist when he grows 
up because he likes science. 

Rikki is 13 years old and in the 7th grade.  
Her favorite subject would probably be 
English,  but she also loves Science.  Out-
side of school she plays softball and dances: 
Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, and Ballet.  She also is 
involved in drama.  When she grows up she 
wants to become a writer because she wants 
people to enjoy reading something that she 
enjoys doing.  

Sarah is 13 years old and in the 7th 
grade.  Her favorite subject is Science, 
but she also loves lunch.  Outside of 
school she likes to play soccer and 
hang out with friends.  When she 
grows up she wants to become a law-
yer, children’s writer, and/or a pho-
tographer. 

Spencer is 11 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Math.  Outside of school he likes 
watching TV, music, and baseball.  
When he grows up he wants to 
become a music artist.  

Wyatt is 10 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject 
is Math.  After school he likes 
to go home.  When he grows 
up he wants to become an in-
ventor. 

Who We Are  

Brady Ari Coleman 

Forest Joshua 

Rikki Nicholas Sarah C. 

Spencer Wyatt 

Megan 
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Alyssa is 12 years old and in the 7th grade.  
Her favorite subject is either French or 
Social Studies.  Outside of school she 
plays soccer, softball, and cross-country.  
When she grows up she wants to become 
a real estate agent because she likes to see 
different people’s lifestyles.  She has a dog 
named Sophie and loves to be outside. 

Ben is currently 13 years of age and 
in the 7th grade.  He mildly enjoys 
math.  He takes joy in browsing 
Sotheby’s auctions and real estate.  
He is interested in working in the 
apparel field of work or the real 
estate field of work.  

Chis is 13 years old and in the 8th grade.  
He loves English and Spanish classes, 
not to mention Math.  Outside of 
school he likes to play sports, such as 
basketball and baseball, and also likes 
videogames.  When he graduates from 
college he would like to become a 
sports broadcaster. 

Daniella  is 11 years old and in 
the 6th grade.  Her favorite sub-
ject is English.  Outside of  
school she likes to play piano, 
tennis, and futsal.  When she 
grows up she wants to be a 
journalist or a businesswoman. 

JD is 11 years old and in the 6th 
grade.  His favorite subject is Com-
puters because of the fact that we 
use computers.  Outside of school 
he likes to play soccer.  When he 
grows up he wants to work at 
Bungie because he likes the game 
Halo. 

 
Kiely is 11 years old and in the 5th 
grade.  Language Arts is absolutely her 
favorite subject.  Reading and dancing 
are her life outside of school and when 
she grows up she wants to become an 
author.  She wants to become an author 
because she wants to share her love of 
literature to the world and encourage 
children around the planet to read. 

Nathan  is 11 years old and in the 
5th grade.  His favorite subject is 
Gym.  He likes to read outside of 
school.  He wants to become a 
writer when he grows up and is 
saving his talent for his book.  He 
is writing on a Mac, but likes Win-
dows better. 

Rachel is 10 years old and in 
the 5th grade.  Her favorite 
subject is definitely Science.  
Outside of  school she ice 
skates and does cheerleading.  
When she grows up she wants 
to become an architect. 

He is 12 years old and in the 7th grade.  He 
doesn’t actually have a favorite subject; 
they’re all interesting and fun for him.  Out-
side of school he likes to read, rock collect, 
use the computer, and play video games.  
When he grows up he plans to become a 
defense lawyer, a prosecutor lawyer, or a 
video game designer.  Whichever one he 
chooses, he will definitely become a writer 
along with it.  He is also a vegetarian. 

She is 12 years old and in the 
7th grade.  Her favorite subject 
is English.  Outside of  school 
she plays soccer.  When she 
grows up she wants to become 
a marine biologist because she 
likes fish.  

He is 10 years old and in the 5th 
grade.  His favorite subject is Math, 
but he also likes Science.  Outside 
of school he plays baseball and 
football.  When he grows up he 
wants to be a Math teacher because 
he loves Math. 

Who We Are  

Ben Chris 

Kiely Daniella JD 

Rachel Nathan 

Will Sarah V. 

Alyssa 

Sam 
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Meet the Teachers 
By Austin 

Meet Mrs. Hodgson, Grade 5  
Reading, Language Arts, and Social Studies  
 
 
What are some unique games or activities                     
that you do as a teacher?  I try to have a 
grammar game at least once a week. 

 

What do you like most about teaching?  
Working with children is a lot of fun, and I learn a lot 
from it.  
 

Besides a smart board, if you can have something useful for teach-
ing put into every room, what would it be?  A laptop for each 
student would be useful and we would get much ac-
complished. 
 

If you have a smart board, how often do you use it?  If I had 
one, I would use it at least once a day. 
 

What are some tips you would give to new teachers to give a better 
education to kids?  Focus on having discussions, because 
often students learn by listening and talking to others. 

Meet Mr. Lewis, Grade 6  
English 
 
 
What are some unique games or activities 
that you do as a teacher?  We play twister 
while studying prepositional phrases. 

 
What do you like most about teaching?  Seeing how much a 
kid is really capable of when they put their mind to it.  
 
Besides a smart board, if you can have something useful for teach-
ing put into every room, what would it be?  Each kid having 
their own laptop. 
 
If you have a smart board, how often do you use it?  Practically 
every day. 
 
What are some tips you would give to new teachers to give a better 
education to kids?  Establish a code of respect before you 
do anything else and also make the kids feel safe. 

Meet Mrs. Leblanc, Grade 7 
Language 

 
 
What are some unique games or activities 
that you do as a teacher?  Learning songs 

 
What do you like most about teaching?  I love being with 
young adults all day long. 

 
Besides a smart board, if you can have something useful for teach-
ing put into every room, what would it be?  An FM system. 

 
If you have a smart board, how often do you use it?  If I had it I 
could use it most days. 

 
What are some tips you would give to new teachers to give a better 
education to kids?  Lean how to be organized and learn to 
have fun. 

Meet Mrs. Gahm-Diaz, Grade 8  
Language 
 
 

What are some unique games or activities 
that you do as a teacher?  We throw 
beanie babies around the room to 
practice vocab. 

 

What do you like most about teaching?  Being able to share 
what I love with kids and making language fun for kids. 
 

Besides a smart board, if you can have something useful for teach-
ing put into every room, what would it be?  Some extra com-
puters for kids. 
 

If you have a smart board, how often do you use it?  I like to 
use it once a week but now I can’t use it right now be-
cause of a compatibility problem. 
 

What are some tips you would give to new teachers to give a better 
education to kids?  Get to know your students and have 
fun in class 
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Editorial 
Dear Readers, 
Mr. Lewis and I are so pleased to present this newspaper to our readers.  We were fortunate to 
have a dramatic increase in our student staff  — from 12 to 33! — which has produced some fan-
tastic reporting, opinions, stories, and imaginations.  The organization of  a group this large was 
not easy, but Mr. Lewis and I are very, very proud of  the resulting stories, as well as the extreme 
dedication of  all the staff  members.  We were able to assign team leaders — staff  editors — com-
prised of  Atlantic Compass alumni, who led groups of  students under various newspaper catego-
ries (featured stories, arts & entertainment, etc.).  These staff  editors met with their student 
groups each week, assigned stories and topics, checked in with their progress, reviewed their work, 
and provided exceptional guidance and support.  Mr. Lewis and myself  can hardly wait to see 
where this program will go in the future!  We are looking forward to our next bi-yearly edition — 
Spring 2010 — and will begin staff  meetings following February vacation.  Hopefully we will have 
all of  our current staff  return, as well as new recruits.  Thank you again, everyone, for your con-
stant support and excitement over this continually growing and evolving young club. 
 

—  Ms. Paine 

Send your letters to the editor and opinion pieces to:  
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

Letters to the Editor 
Comment? Praise? Question? 

 
Let us know! 

atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 
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Opinion 

Children who overstuff their backpacks sometimes 
suffer from spinal damage and bad postures.  This 
mostly affects children from the ages eight to nine.  
Many people, include myself, think that it should stop.  
The cause of this might be an extremely large amount 
of homework, but most teachers would want to give 

homework.  It also might be 
that the students are bringing 
too many books home, be-
cause most homework re-
quires textbooks that are very 
heavy. 

If you don’t 
have a cell 
phone, don’t 
worry. Tons 
of people 
don’t. Cell 
phones aren’t 
that impor-
tant. Yeah, if 
you walk 

home by yourself you should have one, but otherwise 
you don’t need one.  Cellular phones are a waste of 
money.  Kids should be playing outside not texting all 
day.  Texting with a bright light in your face could 

strain your eyes. So don’t go begging to your parents 
to get you a cell phone. There is a plus side to not hav-
ing one to. Yah, sure having your own private line 
without your parents making you get off when they 
need to call someone would be nice, but think of your 
parents they have money to spend on the necessaries. 
Think what else they spend money on your house, 
their car and gas, food, clothes, etc. that’s about 
$70,500 a year, then with a cell phone with texting is 
about $400 more a year. Do you want to waste your 
parent’s money in this economy? Really? Ask them if 
they want their money wasted I guarantee you they’ll 
say no. Please don’t waste your parents money they 
don’t want it either.     

Well, the question actually is where is my parents’ tax 
money going? I’m going to use Bob Boring as my ex-
ample. Bob is single and he makes $50,000 as an ac-
countant every year and some of this money, as you all 
know, goes to the federal government. The percentage 
of the money he earned that goes to the government is 
17.38% or $8688. The chart below represents where 
that money is going. It shocks me to know that 54%, 
or $1,449 billion dollars, are going towards the military 
while education is receiving only 2%, or $50 billion 
dollars. This is not fair considering NASA alone re-
ceives $19 billion dollars a year from tax money 

which is around 45% of how much goes towards edu-
cation, and $200 billion goes towards the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Also, Bill Gates has a net worth of 
$40-$60 billion dollars which, when at $60 billion, 
alone is more than the amount of money that goes to 
education. Oprah Winfrey was quoted saying, “I think 
education is power. I think that being able to communicate with 
people is power. One of my main goals on this planet is to en-
courage people to empower themselves.” I respect Oprah for 
this amazing quote and I guess, if we use that as the 
truth, we don’t have much power. 

Get Off  My Back!! 
By Alyssa 

Photo: Brady 

Photo: Brady 

Don’t Have a Cell Phone 

By Rachel 

Where is My Tax Money Going? 

By Ben 
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Big Blue GoesGoesGoesGoes GreenGreenGreenGreen: 

All Things Planet Earth 

8 Waiting on the World to Change (John Mayer) 

8 Wake up America (Miley Cyrus) 

8 Fireflies (Owl City) 

8 Send it On (Disney Channel Artists) 

8 4 Minutes (Madonna feat. Justin Timberlake) 

5 Green Songs 
By SarahV. 

Global Warming and Going Green 
By Daniel 

What are the effects of global warming?  A global warming 
effect is the cause of the earth.  One thing about global 
warming effect is that the ice is melting worldwide, espe-
cially at the earth’s poles.  This includes mountain glaciers, 
ice sheets covering West Antarctica and Greenland, and 
Artic sea ice.  The definition is an increase in the average 
temperature of the earth’s atmosphere (especially a sus-
tained increase that causes climate changes around the 
earth).  What is going green?  Going green is about helping 
the earth.  The first way to help the earth is recycling.  Re-
cycling can help the earth in many different ways.  Recy-
cling is the act of processing used or abandoned materials 
for the use in creating new products for the world.  I am 
going green.  Global warming is an interesting thing to 

learn about. � 

Platypus 
By Daniella 

 

What is a Platypus?  Does anyone know what kind of 
species scientists classify this odd creature in?  Well, 
this is a mammal that is semi-aquatic, living mostly in 
eastern Australia.  This animal has some different fea-
tures that other animals have (this is what makes this 
animal unusual).  Of course you know about its beak, 
just like a duck’s.  Also, they have a beaver-like tail, 
long, wide, and flat.  Another animal part the platypus 
has is the otter’s feet.  An interesting part of this ani-

mal is that it lays eggs, not 
give birth like other 
mammal animals.  The 
most interesting part of 
this animal is……that it 
is a venomous mammal.  
The male platypus has a 
thorn-like bone sticking 

out of its hind foot, that shoots out venom.  This can 
kill animals, but not people, however, you might get 
severe pain for weeks, along with swelling.  So 
NEVER get into a fight with a platypus.  I think this 

answers any questions asked. � 

Photos: Megan 

Photo: http://www.itsnature.org/sea/aquatic-mammals/platypus/ 
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If you are having trouble with writing documents on 
Word, you should read this.  What people have the 
most trouble with is copying something.  First, high-
light the word or words by dragging your mouse.  Or, 
if you have a lot to copy, place your mouse a little off 
the border of the page towards the left, and the mouse 

should turn towards the right.  Then, drag along down 
the part you want to highlight.  Hold down the Ctrl 
key and the C key, then click on the location you want 
to paste the words you copied.  Then hold down the 
Ctrl key and the V key.  The words you copied should 

appear! � 

Tips and Tricks for Word on PCs 
By Ahmed 

Tech Bytes 

PCPCPCPC    
+  +  +  +      CCCC    =  =  =  =      COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY        

MACMACMACMAC    
+  +  +  +      CCCC    =  =  =  =      COPYCOPYCOPYCOPY        

+  +  +  +      VVVV    =  =  =  =      PASTEPASTEPASTEPASTE    

+  +  +  +      VVVV    =  =  =  =      PASTEPASTEPASTEPASTE    
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Charitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable Contributions    
Volunteering 

What, How, Where and anything else you want to know about volunteering!  
By Moira and Megan 

 

Vol-un-teer {vol-uhn-teer} 
To offer oneself  for some service or undertaking 

 
So, to volunteer is basically to help someone or something else. To make a difference. So, now that you know 
what it is, it’s time to MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
 
 

~How It Works~ 
If you want to volunteer, first you have to pick a cause you’d be willing to invest your time in. There are a lot of 
different types of causes, like: 
⇒ Diseases (Cancer, Diabetes, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, Walk for Hospice, etc.) 
⇒ Animals (NSPCA, Local shelters, etc.) 
⇒ Homelessness and Abuse (Horizon’s for Homeless Children, Cradles to Crayons, Gifts to Give, My Brother’s Table, 

Rosie’s Place, HAWC, Hope For Creativity, Habitat for Humanity, etc.) 
⇒ Environment (Save the Rainforest, WWF, The Animal Rescue Site, Earth Justice, etc.) 
 
This is just a rough list of a few, but there are so many more organizations and causes that you can contribute your 
time to. 
 
 

~Spread The Word~ 

Unfortunately not many people know or care about volunteering, which stinks. But, YOU CAN CHANGE 
THAT! 
You, (Yes, you, the one staring at this article) can be one of the people who do care. So. Now you have to spread 
the word, and here’s a few ways how: 
 
⇒ Word of Mouth (If you volunteer somewhere, bring a few friends. The more people you get to help out, the bigger change you can 

make.) 
⇒ The Internet (If you have a Facebook or a MySpace or email, find a cool organization you’re interested in and post the website 

or email the link to someone. After that, it’s a chain reaction and people keep sending and posting.) 
⇒ Products (Sell bracelets or make t-shirts that “advertise” your cause.) 
⇒ Start Your Own (If you feel really strongly about something, and if you’re willing to take on the commitment, then research your 

cause enough so you know what the heck you’re talking about.) 
 
 

So, now that you know how to volunteer, where you can go, what causes to support you can 
 

GET OUT THERE! 
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Charitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable Contributions    
Hope for Creativity 

By Moira 

Hope for Creativity hosted a Music-a-Thon November 
14th, 2009.   
I think this event went splendidly.  And I’m not just 
saying that because I’m the one who pulled it off (with 
the help of the Advisory Board and Youth Board – 
you guys did AWESOME!)  We had a lot of interesting 
and talented performers, who all sounded amazing.  
Also, we were able to raise $1,600 for HFC! 
For those of you who came to the event or who were 
helping out that day,  

 
THANK YOU! 

 
Also, if you weren’t able to make it, there’s always next 
year! 
 

For more info about Hope for Creativity, go to 

www.hopeforcreativity.org � 

Troop 60120 Coat Drive 
By Kiely and Rachel 

Troop 60120 is having a very special coat drive. The 
coat boxes are located in public areas such as Hadley 
Elementary School, Clarke Elementary School, St. 
John’s Church, and Temple Em- anuel. The coats are 
going to Anton’s Cleaners for their annual coat drive. 
If you’d like to help you can donate your old, unripped 
coats to one of these various locations. Simply drop 

your coats in one of the boxes and the Girl Scout will 
take care of the rest. If you donate it means you just 
provided warmth to a person in need. Your coat can 
be any size as long as it unripped. When you donate a 
coat, feel good because you just saved someone from 
the cold winter. It will feel good to know you just 

saved someone’s life! � 

Photos: Ms. Rogers 
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Arts and  

As some of you may know the SMS production of Into 
The Woods Junior was a big hit. Anyone who went said 
they enjoyed it. The cast and crew worked very hard and 
had a fun time doing it! Mr. Kane was a great director and 
Mrs. Bowler was a amazing singing director. The show was 
about a bunch of well known fairy tales coming together 
and getting all mixed up in each others’ stories.  A baker 
and his wife, desperate for children, and cursed by a wicked 

witch, were on a mission in the woods hunting down items from famous fairy tales.  During his travels he came 
across Little Red Riding Hood, who met up with the Big Bad Wolf as well as Jack from Jack and the Beanstalk, 
who lost his cow, but found Rapunzel and Cinderella, who were both being pursued by their respective princes.  
As any good fairy tale, it ended happily ever after, the curse lifted from the baker and his wife, who were expecting 
a child, and all other fairy tale members back with their respective people and items. 
 

Look out for Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr. from April 8th through 10th!!  

Into the Woods 
Backstage Pass 

By Victoria 

Mighty Joe Young 
By Daniella 

This movie is about a little girl named Jane who’s 
living with her mother.  Her mother takes care of 
gorillas.  When Jane went with her mother to the 
forest she met Joe (the gorilla) and became best 
friends.  When a man and his team tried to steal 
the gorilla family Jane’s mother had to go rescue 
them.  But the men had guns and shot Jane’s 
mother and most of the gorillas including Joe’s 
mother.  Sadly they passed away.  During this battle 
Jane and Joe stayed tight behind the trees.  As time 
passed and Jane grew up Joe became an oversized 
gorilla.  He lived in the same forest, and Jane lived 
in a village not too far from the forest.  This movie 
is very sad but also a very happy movie. You cry no 
matter what emotions the scene is showing. 
I strongly recommend this movie to watch with the 

whole family.� 

Image: www.bedford.k12.pa.us  

Image: www.amazon.com 

Image: www.universalrepublic.com 

Fireflies by Owl City 
By Sarah C. 

This refreshingly awkward, yet up-beat song catches 
your attention immediately off the bat.  Its genius 
lyrics and quirky beat speak to you in many differ-
ent ways.  I just love this song in general.  Owl City 
really hit this one out of the park!  I cannot wait to 

hear more from Owl City! � 
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Entertainment 

Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:    

Dear Dakota, 
I have had so much trouble with my locker since 
school started and I don’t know what to do.  The 
locker always gets stuck and teachers have to call 
janitors to open them.  This makes me late every 
time I have locker breaks. I’ve even tried to leave 
my locker open but, it always gets closed!  What 
should I do? 
— Sick of Stuck Lockers  
 
Dear Sick, 
The first thing I think you should do is 
request a new locker.  The school might 
not be able to give it to you as soon as you 
ask for a new locker but, they most likely 
will give you one.  Until then, don’t leave 
your locker open especially if you have 

something important in there that some-
one else could easily take, like an iPod or 
cell phone.    

— Dakota 
Dear Dakota, 
Recently I have been over loaded with homework! 
I have been getting way too much, and I also have 
after school activities like clubs and sports.  How 
am I suppose to do homework, and still have time 
to do sports or just to relax? 
— OVERLOADED 
 
Dear OVERLOADED, 
Everyone thinks at one point that they 
have way to much homework. If I was 
you, I would use my team time wisely and 
right after school or after a club I would 
do as much as I could before a sport. If it 
gets to be way too much, go ask a teacher 
for help they will see that you are really 
trying and maybe they can help. 
   — Dakota 

 

Dear Dakota, 
I’ve been having a lot of trouble with my brother.  
He’s younger but, he’s just so annoying and I just 
need a little space from him I just don’t know how 
to tell him that in a nice way.  Can you help me!?
— Sibling Troubles 
 
Dear Sibling Troubles, 
Just tell your brother that you need some 
time alone.  Maybe you can hang out with 
him one day of the week, just you and 
him.  That way he’ll get his time with his 
you and you’ll get time to yourself. 

  — Dakota 
 

Do you need advice? 
 

Write to Dakota at: 
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma 

- or -  
Drop your question in the Big Blue Advice 

Box outside of the SMS Library 

Have you read The White Giraffe?  
If not, then you have to right 
away.  The White Giraffe by Lau-
ren St. John is about a girl form 
England called Martine that es-
capes a fire in her house the 
night of her birthday.  Unfortu-
nately her parents die in the fire.  
Martine stays with her neighbors 
for a while, but then finds out 
that she has a grandmother.  Her 
grandmother, who lives in Cape 
Town, South Africa, is now her 
legal guardian and Martine must 
go there.  Martine’s life is hard 
when she gets to Cape Town.  
Her grandmother doesn’t want 
her there, and nobody likes her 
at school.  On top of that, there 
are secrets that no one is telling her.  

All she knows is that there is a mythical white gi-
raffe.  Part of the myth is that the child who can 
ride the white giraffe will have power over all ani-

mals.  When Martine actually 
finds a white giraffe, she sneaks 
out on the game reserve at night 
to see her.  One day poachers 
come and try to get the white gi-
raffe, and the giraffe, whose name 
is Jemmy, takes Martine to his 
secret sanctuary.  Martine ends of 
calling Jemmy with a whistle that 
only dogs and giraffes can hear.  
When somebody steals Martine’s 
whistle, she is heart-broken.  Mar-
tine tracks Jemmy down on a 
ship, and rides him to the railing 
of the ship.  The white giraffe 
then jumps with nothing under 
Martine but her and the ocean.  
To find out what happens next in 
this mystery adventure, read The 

White Giraffe! � 
Image: www.amazon.com 

The White Giraffe 
By Keily 
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Travel Guide 

When you’re in Rome, you 
should try to do everything in 
one day.  Rome is the bold 
capital of Italy.  Many, many 

great things are in Rome, such as the Coliseum, Pantheon, 
ancient ruins, and exuberant fountains.  I was 
there in January of 2008.  Many famous peo-
ple lived there throughout the years.  These 
people include Caesar, Octavian, Caligula, and 
many great painters.  But also, there is a little 
country, the smallest in the world, and it is 
inside Italy; Vatican City.  It is a city and a 
country.  It is only 0.5 square miles in area.  
There you can see the world famous St. Peters 
Basilica.  Also you can go to the Vatican Museum, which 
contains a painting known to the entire world; The Creation 
of Adam.  It is on the ceiling, with cracks showing its age.  
Tourists all over the world come here to see Da Vinci, Bot-

ticelli, and of course, Michelangelo.  
Besides the Vatican, there is a lot to 
do in Rome.  You can go to one of 
the fountains, while sitting under 
the sun, enjoying a delicious gelato.  

The Fountain of De 
Trevi is a great one, with a huge sculpture of the 
gods.  Also the Pantheon and Coliseum are hu-
mongous monuments worth a visit.  When I was 
there my favorite part was the Roman Forum.  
The Forum is the ancient ruins, castles, houses, 
and the Senate of the ancient Romans.  Over the 
Tiber River you can take a nice stroll through the 
narrow alleys of the Traverse Walk.  It’s not a 

very touristic area, but in this case, it’s a good thing.  If I 
told you everything about Rome, it would be impossible.  
Well, it would fill up 30 pages.  But this I believe is a good 

and basic introduction to Rome. � 

Amongst traveling enthusi-
asts throughout the world, 
the Cote d'Azur, com-
monly referred to as the 
French Riviera, is known as 
one of the most elite travel 
destinations in all of south-
ern Europe and the Medi-
terranean region. It is de-

scribed as a place of endless beauty, culture and elegance, cater-
ing to the richest of the rich and those travelers who seek re-
laxation embedded in extravagance.    
 Last summer, with a curious mind, a longing for the 
unfamiliar, and lasting desire to confirm all of the stories and 
articles I had heard and read about the Cote d'Azur, I took it 
upon myself to go and experience it first hand.  To say I was 
excited would have been an understatement, I had just com-
pleted my first year of teaching, and much like all of us, I 
thought I deserved a little time away!  My trip began in late Au-
gust, my two friends and I boarded a flight to Paris and spent 

two days exploring the city.  We enjoyed our time in Paris, but it 
was evident that my travel companions and myself for that mat-
ter couldn't wait to be on the beaches of the Cote d'Azur, float-
ing in the Mediterranean Sea and living the good life.  In the 
early hours of our third day in Paris, we went to the train sta-
tion, miscommunicated horribly with the locals who spoke little 
English, but eventually managed to book three tickets to Nice 
(Pronounced Neese), a city in the Cote d'Azur, some 430 miles 
from our current location.  The train ride was, well...a train ride.  
The French countryside 
was spectacular and the 
dining car aboard the train 
was a great place to pass the 
time.  Six and half long ours 
later we arrived in Nice, 
hailed a cab, and headed to 
our final destination, a small 
town cal led Antibes 
(pronounced Onteeb).  

(Continued on page 19) 

Photo: www.toureurope.org 

Photo: cs.utah.edu  

Photo: nycerome.com  

Photo: Mr. Lewis 

Photo: Mr. Lewis 

Rome 
By Ruben 

Cote d'Azur, A Traveler's Paradise 
By Mr. Lewis 
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Travel Guide 
 Now, when I say we were lucky, I mean it, one of my 
travel companions has a condo in Antibes that has been in his 
family for decades, so we had a free place to stay that over-
looked the Mediterranean and was within walking distance of all 
the beaches as well as the town center.  A brief note to all trav-
elers or future travelers; a free place to stay is like a golden 
ticket, there aren't many out there so when you find one...take 
it!  On our first full day in Antibes, we immediately headed to 
the town center to get acquainted with our sur-
roundings, picked a place for dinner that we 
wanted to go to later that night and promptly 
went to the first beach we saw.  This is when 
the three of us really realized why we picked the 
Cote d'Azur as our primary destination; it was 
the most beautiful beach I had ever seen.  The 
Mediterranean glistened and the sand was so 
soft that upon laying on it, I felt as if I was in 
the comfort of my own bed.  The people were 
also beautiful, everyone seemed so happy and 
blissfully content in this paradise; I was so overcome with peace 
that for an hour I just sat and admired my surroundings.  The 
weather was perfect, throughout our stay in Antibes the average 
day time temperature was 85 degrees and remained relatively 
humid; there wasn't a cloud in the sky.   
 The Mediterranean is an interesting body of water pri-
marily because of its' high salt content and warm water tempera-
tures.  The sea is so salty that when you lean back just the slight-
est bit, your legs will start to rise until you are lying horizontally 
and floating comfortably on the surface of 
the water.  You can float like this for as 
long as you want, and trust me when I tell 
you, I really pushed the limits of that fact; I 
must have just floated on my back for an 
hour straight on that first day at the beach.  
As our time in Antibes passed we did a lot 
of exploring, walking around, and pur-
posely tried to get lost on several occasions 
so we would have to see everything that 
Antibes had to offer.   
 We had several amazing meals 
while in the Cote d'Azur, but none was 
better than the seaside dinner we sat down 
to at an outdoor restaurant called L'Ar-
moise.  The cuisine was traditional French seafood and it was 
obvious that the restaurant took great pride in not only the 
quality of the food, but also the presentation.  The setting was 
spectacular, from the street level, we walked down three short 
stairs until we were literally on the beach, approximately 20 feet 
from the tide line.  From there we were seated about 10 feet 

from the tide line, so close that I could reach out and touch the 
Mediterranean and given our menus.  The light splashing sound 
of the tide coming in and out, combined with natural candle 
lighting, delicious food, and outstanding service made this one 
of the best meals I had ever had in my life.  I could have sat on 
that beach all night, I couldn't believe that people lived this way 
on a daily basis, no wonder why all the locals were so happy and 
easy going!   
 For the next week we went to a few museums, includ-

ing a small Picasso museum that was actually 
his summer house, walked the towns of Antibes 
and nearby Nice, layed on the beach and mixed 
with the locals.  The architecture was breathtak-
ing, everything from the way the houses were 
structured with all of their 15th century fea-
tures, to the eccentric colors and the abundance 
of beautiful smelling flowers was enough to 
make me fall in love.  It made me realize just 
how young of a country the Unites States actu-
ally is, we are currently just under 250 years old, 

most everything I was looking at in Antibes town center was at 
least double that.  We walked down to the pier where we saw 
the most outrageous fleet of yachts I had ever and probably will 
ever see in my life.  Some of these boats were the size of 10 
average US homes put together, complete with ball rooms, mas-
sive kitchens, dining rooms, eight to ten bedrooms and a staff 
of over fifty deck hands, cooks, waiters, cleaners, and armed 
security.  I knew right then why the Cote d'Azur was commonly 
referred to as a playground for the worlds richest people.   

 As our time in Antibes began to 
dwindle, we decided to spend our last few 
days getting along with the locals; we vis-
ited several open air markets, rented jet 
skis, and went hiking in search of natural 
hot springs, which we did end up finding.  
I'd by lying if I told you I didn't struggle to 
leave Antibes and the Cote d'Azur.   
 I was absolutely captivated by the 
place and was convinced that such beauty 
could never be replicated; I had the time of 
my life and learned so much about the peo-
ple of southern France.  I have traveled to 
many locations around Europe, but no 
location held my attention like the Cote 

d'Azur, everything from the people and their customs, to the 
natural beauty and plant life, architecture, art and cuisine was 
amazing.  I highly recommend putting the Cote d'Azur on your 
list of places to one day visit, and believe me, the sooner you 
can get there, the more you will be thanking yourself.   

Bon Voyage! � 

(Continued from page 18) 
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L33T GAM3R 

Game Console Review 
By Will 

 There are many different electronic companies that 
create various video game systems.  There is Sony, which 
created Play Stations, Nintendo, which created a various 
amount of systems, including the Wii, and Microsoft which 
created the XBox.  The question is which is the best con-
sole?  Is one better in graphics? Another better in world-
wide game play?  Let’s see the qualities of each console. 
 The Wii is probably the most famous console from 
Nintendo.  This system has great graphics and tons of 
memory.  It is very unique due to the use of lots of move-
ment.  The controllers are just sticks.  You have to 

move the Wii controller to 
make your person do what 
you want them to do.  Wi-
Fi is not great, but it is 
alright.  A Wii is great for 
Nintendo fans. 
 The PS3 is just 
superb.  With lots of 

memory and great graphics, this is a must get for the family.  
You can even play PS2 and PS games on it.  The online ca-
pability is amazing.  You could play the PS3 for 5 hours and 
not become bored.  The controller is a normal controller.  
You must get a PS3. 
 The XBox 360 is also great.  The graphics are okay, 
but there is a lot of memory.  XBox Live costs money, but 
it is worth it.  You can even create your own character.  
There are some games that are only for XBox and they are 
great.  An XBox 360 is definitely worth the money. 

 After reading this, what 
do you think is the best?  Do 
you think the interactive Wii, the 
superb PS3, or the amazing 
XBox.  I personally like the PS3 
the best, but this is your deci-

sion. � 

Game Tips and Tricks 
By Will and Julian 

Kingdom Hearts 
Kingdom Hearts is an extremely 
tough game.  It has many tough 
bosses.  The hardest boss in my 
opinion is Riku (2nd time).  A great 
strategy is to use the Olympian key 
chain.  It can do some good dam-

age.  Hit him when he is open.  Use glide to dodge his mas-
sive attack.  He is a very tough boss, but if you use this 
strategy you should win.  Gamefaqs.com is a great website 
to get this information and it does not give a virus. 
 
Castlevania Aria of Sorrow  
Castlevania Aria of Sorrow is easily 
the best game of the series. Here is a secret 
area in the underground reservoir. Have you 
seen the waterfall in the underground reser-
voir? Stand on the water using Undine and 

use the curly, devil or the manticore soul. U should go 
through it. Next, Keep going straight and you should hit 
water. Next, go down and left. Keep going left until you see 
a wall. Hit the wall until it breaks. Walk through and grab 
the item. The item is Colhaim Solais. It is the best weapon 
in the game in my opinion. It will make the game a lot eas-
ier. Hope this helped. 
 
Star Wars Battlefront 
Star Wars Battlefront! This game is probably 
the most realistic Star Wars game in the his-
tory of Star Wars. To unlock more levels, go 
to Galactic Conquest and pick Tattoine, 
Dune Sea. This is the easiest level, also 
choose the rebels or the republic (choose the 
command post with the most white ship like things). The 
best clone or rebel is a sniper. The best sniping point is to 

go up on rocks and shoot the people below. � 

Images: www.amazon.com 
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L33T GAM3R 

 Today I’m here to show you the difference be-
tween Halo 3 ODST against the other games of halo.  I 
think you’ll see some old gameplay now on this subject to-
day.                                               
 ODST occurs during halo 2 in New Mombasa after 
Profit’s ship goes into hyperspace.  In ODST you don’t take 
the role as Master Chief but as the rookie of an ODST 
squad.  You can’t dual wield but you get 2 new sound sup-
pressed weapons.  The games graphics are truly amazing.  
The gameplay is oddly like halo CE, which I gave some tips 
on.  When injured you have to get a health pack and you 
have stamina, which acts as a shield.  The magnum can 
scope once again.  During the game you flash back to the 
members of your squad as you find clues to where they are.  

Your action gameplay will be different halo 2 and 3 now 
that you are not a Spartan.  You are about chest height with 
a brute and eye height with a grunt.  
Online has a new mode called fire-
fight where you fight the covenant 
WITH you friends.  The game 
comes with a second disk that gives 
you every map online for halo 3.  
Characters online are highly cus-
tomizable.  The game comes with 
new achievements that include 
some new vidmaster achievements.  

Have fun with ODST. � 

Halo 3 ODST vs. Halo 1 - 3 
By JD 

 Today, I’m here to show 
you the hottest skills and tips on the 
hottest games.  The game showed 
today is Halo CE for the PC and 
Xbox. 
Here are some tips on the enemies: 
An enemy in the game is the all so 
common grunt.  Grunts are about 5 
feet tall.  They commonly hold 
plasma-based weapons like plasma 

pistols, plasma rifles, and needlers.  Orange grunts are easy, 
red grunts are a bit harder, silver grunts are only found on 

the levels Keyes and The Maw, black grunts are intense, but 
overall they are pretty easy. If you want to take down a 
jackal you need a plasma-based weapon to destroy their 
shields and then melee them once they’re open.  Elites are a 
bit harder they take strong weapons to take them down, just 
try to avoid them. The Hunters are completely intense try to 
stick them, hit their backs or use a rocket on them.  The 
Flood can attack NPC’s and turn them against you, but can 
also attack your enemies too.  Try to use stickies on the big-
ger ones.  Try to beat Campaign on Legendary before play-
ing online.  Good luck and stay 1337.  Some credit goes to 

Gamefaqs.com. � 

YouTube is a website that has videos. You can choose from 
a wide selection. There is T.V., homemade videos, video 
game clips, and professional videos. When you finish 
watching a video some related videos pop up. You can 
choose one or choose a new one. The first video is Fred 

videos. The Fred videos 
are ones where a guy who has a voice that sounds like he 
put helium in it. It is really funny. He tries working out but 
he isn’t very strong so he tries running for 6 seconds and he 

gets very tired. � 

Image: www.amazon.com 

Image: www.amazon.com 

Halo: Combat Evolved 
By JD 

YouTube Info 
By Nathan 

Image: www.youtube.com 
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I stumbled to the ground, and cried in pain.  I heard a 
loud bang a few feet behind me.  I got up and started 
to run again.  I knew if they caught me now it would 
all be over.  Eventually I saw a glint of gold on the 
ground. 
 “This couldn’t be…the entrance!” I exclaimed. 
 “Oh, it is Frank, it is,” a woman said from be-
hind me. 

I whipped around, and yelled, “Tracy!” 
She chuckled, “Hello again, Frank.” 
“So, you’re here too, huh?” I said, annoyed, 

“You know, I’ve seen Chuck and Nancy too.” 
“Oh, and I was sure I was the first one to fig-

ure out where the entrance was!” She said, “I was go-
ing to walk right in and get the treasure.” 

“Well you’re not.  The world is at stake here, 
and only one of us will get the scepter.” 

“Why should I care about the world?” She 
asked. 

“I know you don’t, but I do.  I’m the only one 
in this competition that will save everyone” 

“Oh, will you Frank?  Will you really?” An-
other voice asked. 

I looked to the right to see Chuck standing a 
few feet from me. 

“Hey Chuck,” I said.  I didn’t completely hate 
him. 

“How’s it going Frank? You found the en-
trance?” He asked. 
 
I looked down at the glint of gold.  The rest of the 
gold was covered by a boulder.  I would have to move 
those to be able to make a blood pact with the gold 
entrance.  Chuck’s powerful build would be perfect for 
this. 
 
 “Great, now that you’ve found it, I’ll be able to 
make the blood pact, even with my blindness,” Nancy, 

who had just walked over to us, said. 
 “Hey Nancy.  What brings you here this time 
of night?” I asked, sarcastically. 
 “If I knew there would be a party, I would 
have brought all of you a present,” Tracy said. 
 “Be quiet Tracy!” I exclaimed. 
“How’s your uncle, Frank?  Oh wait, I sent him spiral-
ing through a parallel dimension to ours, didn’t I?” 
Tracy replied. 
 
I growled in anger.  Suddenly the ground started to 
shake and all of the boulders toppled off of each other.  
I hurriedly scratched my hand against one of the rough 
boulders and placed my palm against the golden plate 
that had just appeared. 
 “Amu namu campa naku fu!” I screamed out 
the ancient chant.  “By making this blood, I offer you 
my power and soul to gain entranced to the Chrionoa 
dimension!: 
 
Everything started to spin.  The last thing I saw before 
everything went black was Chuck yelling in anger. 
 
 
Three days earlier –  

“Uncle, where are we going?” I asked my un-
cle. 

“We’re going to the Catacombs,” he replied. 
“Why there?” I asked. 
“Because, deep down inside, is the entrance to 

an alternate dimension that borders ours,” he said. 
“Oh, okay,” I said. 
 

A week ago, my uncle had taken me from my home in 
a rush and taken me to France.  Here, we had gone to 
several different libraries, where my uncle looked 
through hundreds of French books.  During this, he 

(Continued on page 23) 

The Scepter of PowerThe Scepter of PowerThe Scepter of PowerThe Scepter of Power    
By Sam 
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had explained a competition for the greatest power to 
ever exist.  This was the scepter of power.  Three other 
people would be competing for this.  With it, one 
could grant any wish or desire in the world.  There was 
one complication though.  A meteorite was going to 
crash into the earth in two months.  So we had to find 
it to save the world. 
 
The next day –  
 “Here they are, the catacombs,” my uncle said. 

 “So this is where the entrance is?” I asked. 
 “Yes, this is where the entrance is,” he replied. 
We walked over to the entrance and went down the 
stairs leading into the deep darkness.  At the bottom of 
the staircase was a long corridor, lit with torches. 
 
 “Well, well, well.  Looks like I’m not the only 
one after the Scepter of Power,” a voice said. 
 

To be continued… � 

(Continued from page 22) 

 Once upon a time there were two kids named 
Jared and Amy.  Jared’s mom worked at the Bank.  He 
had two brothers and one sister.  His family was mil-
lionaires.  His dad worked at the school, he was the 
science teacher for the 8th grade.  Amy’s family was 
poor.  Her mom worked at the bank.  Her dad worked 
by taking out the garbage.  Every afternoon at 5:00pm 
Amy and Jared called each other to say hi.  Amy and 
Jared’s parents were single, after divorcing each other 
in 1935.  Their kids wished they could become one big 
family.  Their parents just couldn’t get along that well.  
 One night at 5:00pm Amy’s dad caught Amy in 
her room on the phone.  She felt extremely bad, and 
she started to run away from him because she thought 

she was in trouble.  Only…he wanted to know how 
was on the other line.  He picked up the phone and 
said, “Hello? Hello?”  Jared hung up the phone and 
left.  Jared was very nervous about Amy’s dad on the 
other line.   
 In 1940, their parents decided to remarry again.  
When the kids found out they jumped for joy.  “One 
big family” the kids said.  They put a date for their 
wedding.  1952.  At the wedding the kids were very 
splendid.  Amy and Jared had a very fun and playful 
life together.  Their parents never got divorced again.  
They finally could get along very well.  “We love our 

lives” said the parents. � 
 

One Family / Two Separate LivesOne Family / Two Separate LivesOne Family / Two Separate LivesOne Family / Two Separate Lives    
By Daniel 
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Live 
By Rikki 

 

Flowers bloom and die, 
Winter comes and goes, 
Hearts love then break, 
People smile and frown 
Many things happen through the year, 
seasons never last, 
through hearts ache for a longer summer. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Storm 
By Rikki 

 

Waves slap the sand in pure anger, 
Water splashes everywhere 
A storm’s power rages through the sky, 
It’s cold grip has a hold on me 
Pull me down into a deep dark tunnel. 
Men yell, and throw life preservers. 
Lights of  the boat fall on me, I close my eyes. 
Cold starts to take over, I feel myself  start to… 

Photos: Brady 
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All Jenna wanted for Christmas was a beagle, but all she 
had was a kitten named Bella.  Even her friends, Victo-
ria, Angela, and Michelle were bummed for Jenna, even 
though they got puppies.  When her mother picked her 
up from cheerleading, she had exciting news.  
 “Hey mom, guess what, I am now the co-
captain of the cheering squad.  I want you to go some-
where with me.” 
They drove downtown to the pet shop.  Jenna got out 
of her mom’s convertible and ran in to where the dogs 
were.  There were plenty of puppies, but she didn’t see 
a beagle.  She did see the cutest white poodle ever. 
 “If I could have her I would name her Ann 
Marie.” Jenna said. 
 “You might get her for Christmas if you ask 
Santa,” said her mom. 
 “But mom, it is November, and Friday the 13th, 
the worst of all days in any month that has the 13th on a 
Friday,” said Jenna. 
 “Okay, whatever you say Jenna,” said her mom. 
 
That night during dinner Jenna and her family were 
talking about Thanksgiving, Hannukah, and Christmas. 
 “What do you want for Christmas Jenna?” her 

father asked. 
 “Well I want a dog for myself, even before you 
yell at me I will clean her, I will give her a bath, I will 
make her a bed to sleep in – which will be in my room 
– and I will even walk her,” Jenna said, with a little 
hope in her voice. 
 “Well, okay, if you can prove that you can do it, 
we will buy you a poodle for Christmas,” her father 
said. 
 “Thank you daddy, thank you.  I will prove I 
can do it,” said Jenna. 
 
In the next few weeks Jenna did her chores, she fed the 
kitten, cleaned her room, and cleaned out her binder.  
Christmas day came, and she woke up, jumped out of 
bed, and ran down to breakfast.  She had pancakes 
shaped like gingerbread cookies.  After breakfast she 
opened her presents.  She got a doll, dollhouse, karaoke 
machine, and an iPod Touch.  But there was one last 
present left for her.  It rumbled a little, and out popped 
the white poodle.   
 “You really got me this! Thank you mom and 
dad, thank you Santa!  I love Christmas!” said Jenna, so 

very happy. � 

The Puppy During ChristmasThe Puppy During ChristmasThe Puppy During ChristmasThe Puppy During Christmas    
By Rachael 
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 My black, thick-soled boots lay limp and use-
less in the back of my closet. The leather on the boots 
was old, worn and caked with dust and dirt. On the 
inside of the boots a name was scribbled in. Mattus 
Carisle. Matt’s boots are really the only thing we have 
left of my brother. The day of him leaving for Iraq and 
his funeral were days that my family and I try to forget. 
People mourn for us and with us. I despise it, my 
brother wouldn’t want it that, not even from his 
friends. I always try to wear the boots they’re too big. 
When I see the boots I know my brother did his best, 
sometimes I try to be like him but I know I’m not him. 
 Every time a letter arrived home mom would 
cry, hoping it would say matt was coming home, but it 
never did. The letter would sometimes be specked with 
blood, crumpled, and stepped on. That used to tell us 
that he had to go and continue later, without saying 
what’s going on. It always ended by him saying he 
loved he and us always there even though he wasn’t. 
On the back of the letter was a cartoon, always a dif-

ferent never ever the same. In my room was a cork-
board, of every cartoon. I remember as the days go on 
the house drew quiet, then to a creepy silence. 
  It was in July, only a month before he came 
home, that two Amy officers knocked on the door.  
They both had on serious faces, but in their eyes you 
could see they were barring bad news. One of the offi-
cers, Sergeant McCafey bore the news to us. Tears 
glided down my face, mom bawled her eyes out. We 
started to plan, and a week later Matt was laid to rest. 
A soldier came over to me and handed me an un-
opened letter and a heavy box. Then he just walked 
away head down, head down. The boots were in the 
box, so was his uniform. The letter contained the last 
cartoon, a bobble head of himself in his uniform and 
in the letter it said he loved and missed his little sister, 
me. I took down all the other comics and placed the 
last one dead center, and I wear his shirt when I need 
him. Matt was right, he was always there even though 

he wasn’t. � 

One day in Mexico, a rookie farmer was feeding the 
pigs. But he opened the gate and a pig went out of the 
cage. The pig went to the nearest gamma area and 
accidentally got caught in the gamma ray. Then, he 
grew 50,000,000 feet tall and 7,000,000 pounds. He 
also hit by an anger ray, which made him want to de-
stroy everything. He set to destroy everything and he 
did just that. He used super snort, which breaks glass 

windows and makes people’s eardrums to shatter. 
Fortunately, the rookie farmer found out and makes a 
huge robot to give the pig a normal pig ray. The 
rookie farmer got in his huge robot and set out to 
find Hogzilla. The rookie farmer found Hogzilla in 
Mexico Square and they fought it out. Hogzilla fell on 
his back, then the rookie farmer got him with the nor-

mal pig ray and Hogzilla was a normal pig again.� 

Army BootsArmy BootsArmy BootsArmy Boots    
By Rikki 

HogzillaHogzillaHogzillaHogzilla    
By Nicholas 
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The RunThe RunThe RunThe Run    
By Josh 

“It’s tonight,” I said to myself as I packed my 
bags. “Tonight is the night that I meet Jack for the 
ride.”  

“Jimmy get down here, It’s time for dinner!” 
yelled my so-called father, Tom.  

“I’ll be there in a minute,” I yelled back as I 
closed my pack.  
 Later that night I checked my watch. 11:00, I 
had to go now, or I’d miss my chance. So I crept 
downstairs and went out the front door with a sigh.  
 “You’re a minute late,” Jack said when I got to 
the park. “If Frank wasn’t late too I wouldn’t be here 
right now.”  

“Whatever,” I said. “Let’s just get this over 
with.” 

Suddenly Frank came running in. “Sorry I’m 
late” he said. “I snagged a couple hundred more bucks 
from my foster parents.” 

“That reminds me, how much did you guys to 
get?” I asked. “I got $912 in the 3 and a half months 
we’ve been getting ready and I also got 3 loafs of 
bread, 23 bottles of water, and a couple bags of chips 
and pretzels.” 

“I got $1016,” said Jack. “Plus 3 cans of soup, 
4 bananas, 15 apples, 2 pears, and 6 bags of grapes”.  

“Well,” said Frank. “I got 2,034 dollars, 5 char-
lie cards, 48 bottles of an energy drink, and my foster 
dad’s car keys.  

“How the heck did you get five Charlie 
cards?!” yelled Jack.  

“Who cares”! Frank yelled back. 
“Let’s just get this over with before our foster 

parents notice we’re gone,” I said. “Remember we’ve 
got to get out of Greenwich by sunrise. Jack you’ve got 
first shift for driving so let’s get in the car. Where did 
you park it Frank?” 

“Down there,” said Frank pointing to the clos-
est alleyway. 

“Ok let’s go,” I said 

 
Nine hours later they were in New Jersey, Frank at the 
wheel. 

“Let’s stop at the next motel and sleep in the 
car,” Jack said. 

“Why a motel and not an alley or something?” 
Frank asked.  

“An alley would look kind of suspicious don’t 
you think?” Jack replied. 

“Good point,” said Frank. “I see a motel up 
there on the right, I’ll park there”. 

“I’m fine parking anywhere. It’s impossible to 
sleep on this bumpy road,” I said. 

 
23 minutes later they pulled over at a motel 

and slept for a while. When they woke up they heard 
police sirens. 

“WHAT THE HECK,” yelled Jack “HOW 
DID THEY FIND US IN NEW JERSEY?!” 

“Maybe they’re not looking for us,” Frank said. 
“What if they are?” I asked. 

 “Don’t worry,” Frank said “We’ll just drive the 
car to the side of the motel and if they come after us 
we’ll just go around the other side.” 

“Ok,” Jack said “But you better hurry, they’re 
coming.” 

 
A minute and a half later they were over by the 

side of the motel and the cop was turning to the motel. 
“Oh no,” I said, “The cop is coming our way” 
“Time to go” Jack said as he turned the car to 

the back of the motel. 
 
When they turned to the front of the motel 

they saw ten police cars lined up blocking the exit. 
“Aw Man,” they all said at once. 
 

TO BE CONTINUED……. � 
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The Haunted HotelThe Haunted HotelThe Haunted HotelThe Haunted Hotel    

By Rachael 
 People said the Dunkin Hotel was haunted.  
But I wasn’t scared of it until I stepped into the 
haunted hotel.  It all started when I was a newly popu-
lar girl.  Oh, I forgot to tell you my name.  My name is 
Maria Williams, and I know I am third best friend to 
Natasha Renolds and Stacy Bergman.  They made a 
dare in kindergarten to get me to climb up a tree.  I did 
it, and climbed all the way up to the highest braches on 
the tree.  So now I am popular.  We are called the 
Queen Bees, and we are nice except to our enemies, 
who we sting.   
 It was my birthday, and Natasha and Stacy 
both said my party at Stacy’s house.  Finally, my mom 
called Stacy’s mom who said that I could have my 
party at Stacy’s.  I arrived at Stacy’s house at 5pm on a 
Sunday.  Stacy’s mom ordered pizza, but she told Stacy 
that this was the only time she could have pizza.  I was 
confused.  Then Stacy explained that her mom was the 
most proper mom in her rich neighborhood.  After-
wards Stacy’s mom ordered her personal chef to make 
a chocolate cake topped with whipped cream and cher-
ries.  It was so good and yummy!  After that we went 
to Stacy’s room.  We turned out the lights and started 
to tell ghost stories.   
 “You heard of the Dunkin Hotel Maria?” Stacy 
asked. 
 “No, why do you ask that?” I questioned her. 
 “Well, there was a story or a legend about the 
Dunkin Hotel that there was a family and they went in, 
but never came out.  The police were concerned about 
what happened to the family, and the police chief said 
that they either got stuck in the elevator, or they some-
how left after the day they arrived,” continued Stacy. 
 Natasha took hold of the flashlight, and I knew 
they were going to give me a dare.   
 “If you find what happened to the family, liv-
ing or dead, you can become the leader of the Queen 
Bees,” she said. 
 “Really, are you serious?” I asked. 

 
Stacy shook her blond hair like one of those people 
who get into a shampoo commercial.  I couldn’t help 
but stare at her. 
 “Stop staring at me.  If you want to get kicked 
out, keep staring, but if you want to get to be the 
Queen Bee leader, then go and be quiet, because if 
they find you in there they will arrest you,” Stacy said. 
 “Who is they?” I asked her in a concerned 
voice. 
 “The owners are still there.  Their names are 
Bella and Jack Menson,” Stacy answered. 
 
 After that I convinced them to at least come 
with me, even though they were concerned about 
messing up their hair and getting dirt on their night 
gowns.  Stacy’s mom checked in on up and she asked 
us why we had our coats on.  We told her we were pre-
tending to be climbers on the Himalayas.  Little did 
she know we were going to sneak out.   
 We passed the playground, movie theater, and 
the country club, which we all had a membership to, 
before arriving at the haunted hotel.  After we stepped 
in to the Hotel, we heard a noise like a violin and a lit-
tle girl, but there was no one around.  Stacy then said 
that the little girl in the missing family played the vio-
lin.   
 “AHHHHHHH” we all screamed and ran up-
stairs.  Then an old woman and an old man came out 
of a room.   
 “Who are you people?” Stacy asked. 
 “We are the owners of the hotel, and we know 
why you are here.  You are looking for the family, 
right?” the old woman asked.  “Well, here they are,” 
she said, pointing to a room.  The family was there, all 
there. 
 Then I, Maria Williams, became known as the 
leader of the Queen Bees, and the mystery solver of 

the Dunkin Hotel.  � 
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Photo Exhibition: Images of  Nature 

By Brady 
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Fernando Torres 
If you want to see excellent soccer goals, you should 
see Fernando Torres get ‘em!  If you are wondering 
who Torres is, he is a soccer (a.k.a. football) player 
who plays on the club team Liverpool.  How good is 
he? 
1.  He was worth 33.3 million dollars 
2.  He has the gift to score excellently  
3.  He has the ability to dribble around people. 
After speaking with some people about Torres, Mr. 
Lewis likes his aggression, Emery loves his dribbling 
ability.  He is also a great attacker, along with Stephen 
Gerrard. 

Christiano Ronaldo 
Christiano Ronaldo also has excellent dribbling ability.  
Like Fernando Torres, Ronaldo used to play for Man-
chester United, he now plays for Spain’s Real Madrid.  
Since he has the ability to get around players, all he 
needs to have now is a great kick, which he has, mak-
ing him a great striker.   
 
Like the teamwork between Torres and Gerrard, 
Ronaldo also has his key player, Wayne Rooney.  

These two players are also strongly gifted. � 
 

Soccer Players You Should Know 
By Forest 

Images: www.bigsoccer.com  
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The Amazing Snake 
By Nicholas 

The Super Mouse 
By Wyatt 

The Amazing Space Monkey 
By Brendan 

By Spencer 
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Library Needed (I Have a Dream)Library Needed (I Have a Dream)Library Needed (I Have a Dream)Library Needed (I Have a Dream)    

By Austin S. 

 

The problem I would like to solve in the Swampscott Middle School is to 
have a full time librarian. 
 
We can never be satisfied as long as students have to find resources 
outside of school for research. 
 
We cannot be satisfied as long as we have parent volunteers on only 
some days of the week. 
 
We will not be satisfied as long as there is no librarian during “Team 
Time” for students to get homework help. 
 
I have a dream that the school will reach better student productivity 
levels. 
 
I have a dream that kids will be less stressed because they were able 
to get their homework done earlier than usual. 
 
I have a dream that Swampscott Middle School will have higher MCAS 
scoring because of this library effort. 
 
When my dream takes shape in reality, the majority of students will be 
more well read, and better off, homework wise, so kids can lead health-
ier lifestyles.  When homework is being done earlier, kids can go to bed 
earlier thus making the school and happier and healthier place. � 


