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You can go to Children’s Island for as many weeks as your heart desires (or, 
at least up to ten weeks).  Children’s Island is actually a real island off the 
coast of the Marblehead neck.  The boat ride to the island is about fifteen 

(Children’s Island continued on page 3) 

Summer Camp Reviews 

Children’s Island 
By Sarah 

Camp Young Judaea is a fun and exciting camp that will 
also teach you some Jewish background. CYJ is for girls 
and boys ages 8-15. Located on Lake Baboosic in Am-
herst, New Hampshire, you will have a thrilling and enjoyable time and 

(Camp Young Judaea continued on page 3) 

Camp Young Judaea 
By Allie 

Camp Ramah is located in Palmer, MA.  It is an overnight camp, but it is a 
lot of fun!  I have gone for four summers so far.  We do many activities at 
the camp, and even go on field trips to places like the zoo.  Some of my fa-

(Camp Ramah continued on page 3) 

The story of   
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continues 

Go to page 14 to finish it! 
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Need ideas for things to 
do this summer vacation 

when you’re bored? 
 

Go to page 10 to see our 
suggestions! 
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minutes.  During the day camp you play sports, do arts and crafts, go sailing, and participate in ranger programs - 
which is similar to boy and girl scouts.  One of my favorite activities is to jump off the pier when swimming.  
Camp begins between 8am and 9am, and ends between 4pm and 5pm, depending if you want extended day or not.  
This summer will be my second at the camp and I am looking forward to it! 
 
For more information on Children’s Island, go to: 

http://www.northshoreymca.org/pages/12216_childrens_island_camp.cfm 

(Children’s Island continued from page 1) 

memory. Each day you play activities of sports, learn about the Jewish culture and the arts, swimming lessons, and 
waterfront with your bunk. In addition to activities every day you also get to pick a certain number of electives 
each according to your age group. Electives include archery, aerobics, fitness/running, frisbee golf, kickboxing, 
martial arts, ping pong, riflery, tennis, yoga/pilates, drama, music, band, dance, arts and crafts, waterskiing, paddle 
boats, canoeing, kayaking, etc.  Campers have the choice to go for the first session (three and a half weeks), second 
session (three and a half weeks), or a season (seven weeks).  CYJ is an overnight camp that you’ll have a blast at! 
 
For more information on Camp Young Judaea, go to: 

http://www.campyoungjudaea.com/ 

(Camp Young Judaea continued from page 1) 

vorite activities include the water fights, wood working, and sports.  You get to sleep in cabins and there is a huge 
lake to swim in, some campers also go sailing.  There are many specialty activities campers can get involved in, like 
photography, video, newspaper, archery, ropes/adventure course, boating, drama, nature/scouting skills, wood-
working, and arts and crafts.  It takes four hours to drive to camp, but since it is an overnight camp, you only need 
to drive there up and back   
 
For more information on Camp Ramah, go to: 

http://www.campramahne.org/ 

(Camp Ramah continued from page 1) 
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Meet the Teachers 
Meet Mrs. Worth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teen Center 
By Sam 

 
What is your favorite TV show? 
Friday Night Lights - good 
drama with a good story. 
 
Where are you from? 
South Shore - Hanson, MA. 
 
What is your favorite type of  music? 
Kiss108, new pop music, “I’m 
a very ‘in’ girl.” 
 
How long have you been doing the 
extended day program? 
This is my 6th year of  doing 
the program. 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
Selling and buying used furni-
ture for barn sales. 
 
What do you like about your job? 
I like the kids! It’s fun to hand 
out with kids! 
 

Meet Ms. Burns 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Education 
By  
 

Why do you love teaching so much? 
Because I love when kids get to 
learn something new. 
 
Who inspired you to be a teacher? 
My high school history teacher 
was one of the greatest people I 
have ever met. He was passionate 
about History and he was very 
supportive. 
 
What is your favorite kind of food? 
Chicken - any kind, and humus. 
 
Who is your celebrity crush? 
Jake Gyllenhaal. 
 
If you were President right now, how 
would you be handling the economic 
crisis? 
… 
 
What do you like to do on Saturday 
nights? 
I like to go out for dinner with 
my friends, especially Ms. Porter, 
and maybe hang out with my 
nieces and nephews.   
 

Meet Mrs. Moore 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paraprofessional 
By Sam 

 
What is your favorite TV show? 
Oprah 
 
Where are you from? 
Born in Salem, MA and cur-
rently living in Ipswich, MA. 
 
What is your favorite type of  music? 
Hip Hop, R&B, Rock, Rap, 
Country - almost all kinds. 
 
How long have you worked in 
Swampscott? 
6 years. 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
Going for walks with my hus-
band. 
 
What do you like about your job? 
I get to work with the coolest 
student at SMS - Sam! 



Our Sister School in South Africa 
by: Victoria Fraser  

 
As most of you may know, half of the seventh grade were able “to meet” our sister school in South Africa. This 
was accomplished by a video conference at Salem State College. Certain kids were picked by writing a letter to his/
her Social Studies teacher about why they should go, and what you want to do if you go. Lucky for me I was one 
of the people who was picked to go. When we found out who was picked we went to a rehearsal after school and 
practiced what we would say, and what group we would be in. Since there were too many students to fit into the 
room we were split up into two groups and each had a half an hour in the conference room talking to the South 
Africa students. I was in group two.  

 
We took two buses 
- Bus One where all 
the people for 
Group One went 
and Bus Two where 
all the people for 
Group Two went. 
When we got there, 
the groups both 
went in to say hi to 
the South African 
students.  When 
they came on the 
screen everyone 
was so excited, and 
when i t  sa id 
“Incoming Call” on 
the TV screen eve-
ryone became silent 

waiting to see them. When the students came on we waved and said hi to each other then the second group left to 
go up stairs to look at South Africa on Google Earth. When it was Group Two’s turn we all went downstairs with 
excitement! When we entered to room, Group One was saying goodbye.  
 
We started off with telling them a little about Swampscott, our schools and our History. Then we showed them 
what we like to do for sports, after school activities and what we do during the summer. After that they asked us 
questions like “What exactly was the Boston Tea Party?” and “What is a place in your country where a lot of tour-
ists go?” We had so many answers, and were thrilled to answer them. Then the sad time came where we had to 
leave, and the first group came back in again. We said our goodbyes and brought up the fact that we were giving 
them $1,000 for recess equipment!  
 
We left and went to Bertucci’s for lunch. Yum! After that we went back to school to have our section five class 
and ended a great day! All the students who were able to go and the ones who were not able to would still like to 
make a HUGE thank you to Mrs. McKenzie for arranging our penpals and getting us a hour in the conference 
room with the South African Students. We would also like to make a HUGE thank you to Mrs. Rogers for helping 
us with writing letters to our penpals and coming and getting us into the conference room to meet them! 
 

THANK YOU so much!  
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Editorial 
Dear Readers, 
 

We are so pleased to present our second edition of The Atlantic Compass to the Swampscott community.  
This will be our final edition of this school year.  We, the newspaper staff, are all amazed at the over-
whelming support, and positive comments and suggestions to this new endeavor.  We would like to thank 
the Swampscott Reporter and the Lynn Item for running exclusive stories about our conception, undoubtedly 
generating hundreds of more followers.   
 

Mr. Lewis and I look forward to continuing this program next year, soon after school begins.  If you are 
interested in getting involved, please keep your eyes and ears out for flyers and announcements regarding 
our return. 
 

Thank you all again, our club is so happy with the success this paper has had so far. 
Ms. Paine 

Send your letters to the editor and opinion pieces to:  
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

Letters to the Editor 
The Riptides shared the newspa-
per together and were very im-
pressed. Several students ex-
pressed an interest in getting in-
volved next year.  
Really great job Ms. Paine, Mr. 
Lewis and staff! 

From the Riptides 
Bush, Powers and Wynne 

 
*** 
 

If you haven't checked out the 
school newspaper, try to find the 
time.  I was so impressed with 
the work that Ms. Paine and Mr. 
Lewis did with their group of stu-
dents.  I hope there are many 
more issues in the years to come.  

Congrats. to all involved.  
Mrs. Flynn 

 
*** 
 

Such a great job on the newspa-
per with your students.  A pleas-
ure!  Kudos!!  Tres bien!  Fantas-
tico! 

Mrs. Mancini 
 

*** 
 

WOW! 
I am really impressed with your 
work.  This looks like it must 
have been a lot of work on top of 
your already busy days!  The kids 
must have loved working on it! 

Great Job! 
Mrs. Zipper 

 
*** 

 
WOW!  Great job with your 
newspaper's first edition.  I liked 
so many different parts of it.  It 
was interesting to read about 
each of you along with the 
teachers.  I enjoyed the photo-
graph, the poetry, the entertain-
ment section, and all of the writ-
ten work.  It looks so profes-
sional!  Congratulations on a job 
well done.  Keep up the good 
work and I look forward to the 
next edition! 

Mrs. Oliver 
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Opinion 
Is Homework Harming Grades? 

By Ari 
 
Have you ever felt like homework is controlling your life out of school? Some people have, including parents. 
Homework can make it impossible for kids to do anything else, including study. Some studies, including one done 
at Duke University, have come to the conclusion that more homework leads to lower test grades. 
  
Teachers will tell you that the homework is intended to reinforce what students learn in class, but it is not always 
like that. Some homework is just busy work, intended to keep the kids working. From a child’s point of view, this 
type of work isn’t worth doing, and depending on the child, it may or may not get done, which, in turn, causes 
grade to slip. 
  
But, as to any debate, there are two sides. Homework, after all, is an important part of grades, and if kids don’t do 
it, how can teachers expect them to do anything else. Also, homework can help ensure that the students actually 
understand what they are supposed to be learning. And, teachers do have the authority to assign the work. 
  
That noted, some might not think that it is fair for the consequences for missing homework to be so severe. Some 
teachers do not understand that your computer might have genuinely been broken, or you forgot you book in 
school. Even if these things really happen, some teachers have steep punishments, like detention, notes home, or 
points off of grades. 
  
Mr. Butler, the middle school Technical Education teacher, has a different approach to homework. He says that 
homework should be reserved for only things that can’t be done in class. He gives the example (which probably 
only applies to his class) of going to Dunkin Donuts and observing mass production. Of course, this could also be 
applied to observing every-day examples of math or science problems. 
  
Weather or not you think that homework is helpful or harmful; most people agree that the distribution of home-
work is probably not going to change any time soon. But maybe there will be less busy work and more out-of-class 
activities. Until anything changes, though, some families will still be weighed down by homework, until, of course, 
there is a change. 

   The Benefits of  Move Up Day 
By Coleman 

 
On this past June 4th, our school experienced an activity that it has never experienced before; Move Up Day.  
 
Although 8th graders had spent a day at the high school for years, this system had never occurred within the mid-
dle school. It is very efficient, because it allows staff and students to meet each other before the new school year. It 
also gives administrators an entire summer to work out kinks in the schedule.  Plus, students aren’t left wondering 
for two months what friends they are with and who they have as teachers.  I hope this tradition continues in the 
years to come because of the reassurance it offers students, allowing (I anticipate) for a less-stressful first day of 
school in the Fall. 
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All Things Planet Earth 
Endangered Animals of  the Week 

By Allie 

ManateesManateesManateesManatees    
            

Manatees are endangered animals!  Manatees are marine mam-
mals that live off the coast of Florida; they are also related to 
elephants.  Their wrinkled, thick skin is a grayish-brown color, 
and also grows algae.  Their front flippers help them steer or 
crawl through shallow waters.  They also have powerful flat tails 
that help move through the water.  Even though manatees have 
small eyes and outer ears, they are believed to hear and see very 
well.  Manatees are 10 to 12 feet in length, and weigh 1,500 to 
1,800 lbs.  Their life span is 50 to 60 years in the wild.  They are herbivores; they eat marine and freshwa-
ter plants.  The largest population of manatees contains over 3,000 members.  Manatees can be found in 
the warm waters of shallow rivers, bays, estuaries, and coastal waters.  Manatees communicate by squeal-
ing underwater to demonstrate fear, stress, or excitement.  The leading known cause of death is by boat 
strikes - propellers and hulls are causes of endangerment.   

 
Help save manatees! 

 
 

 

Sea TurtlesSea TurtlesSea TurtlesSea Turtles    
        

Sea Turtles are endangered animals! Sea Turtles live in warm 
waters throughout the world and they migrate between nest-
ing and feeding; they also live up to 80 years. They live in un-
derwater most of their life. The adult Sea Turtles are most 
likely to be found in shallow water, bays, lagoons, estuaries, 
and coastal waters and they like cool waters. Sea turtles bury 
themselves in underwater sand or mud.  Sea Turtles may eat 
jellyfish, seaweed, crabs, shrimp, sponges, snails, algae, and 
mollusks. Sea Turtles are endangered because of people tak-

ing of their eggs, pollution, global warming, and fisheries.  
 

Save the Sea Turtles! 

Photo: http://www.nrca.org 

Photo: http://naturescrusaders.files.wordpress.com/ 
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Arts and  

� Go to the Beach! Some of  the best beaches around here to go to are Isman’s Beach in 
Nahant, Forty Steps Beach in Nahant, and Philip’s Beach in Swampscott. 

 

� Play with your dog, or pet, or whatever! One place I like to go to with my dog is 
the town hall lawn and let her run around. 

 

� Get some friends, a hose, and have a water war! The best place to go is your 
backyard, where the hose is. 

 

� Hang out under a shady tree with a book! The BEST tree to sit under (or in) is 
the big beech tree in front of  town hall. 

 

� Ride your bike down the beach! Most people ride down Lynn Shore Drive on 
King’s Beach, it’s a nice ride. 

5 Things To Do This Summer 
By Moira 

Bloons, a very fun game, is given a 5-star rating by me.   
 
You are the monkey, who throws darts at Bloons.  You must 
pop them to get to the next level.  There are many different 
types.  For example, there are normal Bloons, Pac-Man 
Bloons, explosive Bloons, Frost Bloons, Lazer Bloons, Three-
Dart-Bloons, Extra Dart Bloons, Pin Bloons, and Boomerang 
Bloons.   
 
There are seemingly endless levels, and they are all fun.  On 
the creator’s website, you can make your own levels.   
 
If your bored, or if you just want to do something fun, play 
Bloons!!!! 

Bloons Review 
By Gabby 

Photo: http://www.lazylaces.com 
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Entertainment 

Ok, this is an AMAZING book. Well, most books are, but that’s 
a different subject. Those Who Save Us is a novel about a woman’s 
life during the Third Reich in Poland. If you don’t know what the 
Third Reich is… well most people don’t but ANYWAY, the 
Third Reich was basically the Holocaust in the 1930’s and 1940’s.  
This book is basically about Anna Schlemmer’s terrible past when 
the Obersturmfuhrer of Buchenwald corrupts her and her daugh-
ter. The story goes back and forth between Anna’s life in the 
1940’s, an her daughter Trudy’s life as a teacher of German his-
tory at a university in 1996 and 1997.  
 

For over fifty years Anna has kept her past a secret. Trudy, yearn-
ing to learn more about her mother’s life in Poland, she conducts 
a project that interviews Germans from the Third Reich. 
 

Sadly, I will not tell you anymore, because you should read the 
book yourself.  
I would suggest it for 8th grade and up, even though I read it, but 
that doesn’t matter. 
 

So, until some other time….Keep Reading! 

Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum 

This book is mainly about the thing everyone sets in 
his or her minds: Ignorance is Bliss. What we don’t 
know or don’t want to know protects the safety we 
keep in our minds. 
 

Anyway, Hannah, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl de-
picts this exact thought that most of us let our minds 
be infected by. She complains to her mother the whole 
way to the Passover Seder, and when she arrives and 
interacts with her family, she merely shrugs all stories 
and recollections her Grandfather and other family 
members make when they describe the horrible ex-
perience they had in labor camps. 
 

When Hannah is asked to open the door for the 
prophet Elijah, she opens the door to a surprise… that 
I am not revealing. Because if I did, I would totally 
ruin it and I am not that kind of person. 
 

So, if you want to know what the surprise is, then read 
the book. Or, if you’ve read it, then you know what 
happens. (You could read it again…) 

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 

Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:    

Book Reviews by Moira 

Dear Dakota, 
I am very confused and sad and angry about my 
sister.  She lives with her mom (who is not my 
mom) in another town.  I rarely see her and it 
makes me sad because she is my sister and I love 
her.  But I am unsure if I want to see her because 
she does not appreciate our dad like she should.  
He does everything for her, he even takes her out 
to dinner every week, yet she has the nerve to not 
even call for his birthday never mind come see 
him.  It annoys me so much because I do not get 
to spend a lot of time with my dad and I would 
love to be sitting next to him at a restaurant every 
week and I would actually appreciate it. 
Please help me!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 - Confused Sister 

Dear Confused Sister, 
Your father is trying very hard to include 
his other daughter in his life, but you at 
least get to live with him everyday, which 
is great!  If you want to repair your rela-
tionship with your sister, maybe try talking 
online to get things going again.  Technol-
ogy these days provides awesome oppor-
tunities to connect with other people you 
may not have normally.  Start by chatting 
with her through an instant messenger, or 
in a chat on MySpace or Facebook.  
Maybe after you talk for a while your rela-
tionship will improve. 

- Dakota 
 

Dear Dakota, 
My best friend is going to an away camp for most 
of the summer and I have to stay home.  I am 
going to miss her a lot, and think I will be really 
lonely and bored.  What should I do? 

 - Summer Blues 
 
Dear Summer Blues, 
While it isn’t fun your friend is leaving for 
part of the summer, there are plenty of 
other things to do in town! You live 
within 3 miles, tops, of beaches and a 
library.  There are also plenty of day 
camps and other activities going on here 
throughout the summer.  Also, while your 
friend is away, send her letters or packages 
- she would appreciate it, and you would 
able to keep in touch with her while she is 
away! 

 - Dakota 
 

Do you need advice? 
 

Write to Dakota at: 
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma 
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Charitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable Contributions    

Although we know about homeless conditions in Massachusetts, most organizations only focus on adults or whole 
families. This organization is different from most others, because they mainly focus on kids. Cradles to Crayons 
supplies basic necessities to homeless and low-income children in Massachusetts from newborn infants to twelve-
year olds. They supply things such as toys, books, clothes, shoes, games and puzzles and baby supplies. 
 
Volunteers can do different things to help out, such as make packs of clothes. Each pre-pack has at least a week’s 
worth of outfits, and the packs are organized by the sizes of the clothes. One of the more major projects at Cradles 
is filling out orders for the different kids. Each order states the child’s name, gender, age, the parent’s name, the 
social worker that supplied the order, and specifically what the child needs or wants. 
 
So, if you’re trying to figure out a way to volunteer and become a revolutionary community service entrepreneur, 
this is an easy place to start out your volunteering career. 
 
For more information about this organization, go to www.cradlestocrayons.org. 

Cradles to Crayons 
By Moira 

Hope For Creativity 
By Moira 

In the next year or so, I’m planning on starting my own non-profit organization called Hope For Creativity.  My 
basic aim is to supply homeless children in Massachusetts art supplies and show other kids what it is like to make a 
difference in someone else’s life.  The organization will be youth-based, and as for raising money for the art sup-
plies, I am thinking of having an art show with pieces from local artists.  As for everything else to do with the or-
ganization, I am not quite sure what is in the future, but looking forward to the adventure. 

Photo: www.cradlestocrayons.org 
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Tech Bytes 

 Do you want to make a website? Well now you can by following these few simple steps. 
 
Step 1: Go to www.webs.com 
 

Step 2: Now that you are on the site in the right hand corner under the log in the are three bars labelled: “Home, 
Personal, Groups and Business” click on Personal 
 

Step 3: Now under the bars there should be a button saying “Create a Websie” click on it. Now you are on the 
start of building your website! 
 

Step 4: Once everything loads click on it again 
 

Step 5: Now fill in the username, Password, Name of Site and Email address, Year of birth (Fake it), Country and 
gender 
 

Step 6: Now select a Template for your site then scroll down and click in the box that says “I Agree to the Terms 
and Conditions” and then hit continue 
 

Remember it is all free! 
 
Step 7: Now once you click on continue a bunch of things that you can buy shows up dont mind them just click 
on “No thanks” in the right corner 
 
Step 8: Now a screen should come up and click on “Help with Website” and now create a cool website and send it 
to us at atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us  

 
GOOD LUCK! 

How to Create a Web Page 
By Victoria 

Pixlr.com is one of the best free online photo editors, with Fotoflexer and Picnik in second and third place.  
 
I used to have Photoshop CS2 but when I got a new laptop it wouldn’t transfer. I wanted Photoshop but it cost 
$700+ dollars for the new version. Pixlr.com is the closest to Photoshop that you’re going to get without paying 
any money. From the last detail like the “burn tool” or the “dodge tool” Pixlr.com captures everything and more 
that Photoshop has!  

 
Don’t waste your money - check out Pixlr.com!  

Online Photo Editing 
By Ben 
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Student Spotlight 
TTTTHEHEHEHE    MMMMYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUS        

PPPPINKINKINKINK    PPPPINGINGINGING    PPPPONGONGONGONG    BBBBALLSALLSALLSALLS    
(PART 2) 

  

BY MOIRA 
 
  
 

 The father just stood there, astonished, heartbroken, feeling at least a thousand different emotions as he 
watched his son die, and not even know it.  A doctor came rushing in, and he told the father that he needed to 
leave.  The doctor looked at the machines next to the son’s bed, staring at the blank monitor for a few seconds.  
He then realized what had happened, and turned back to the father. 
 
 “I am so very sorry,” he said.  “Did you know him well?” 
 The father just whispered, “He was my son…” 
 “Oh,” said the doctor, embarrassed, and strode out of the room. 
 
Realizing that he should leave, the father walked out of the room, feeling dazed.  He didn’t bother to ask where his 
wife and daughter-in-law were; he just walked out of the hospital and towards his car.  Then he stopped, realizing 
he didn’t know where his car was.  It didn’t really matter.  Nothing did.  He would take a cab. 

* * * 
About half an hour later, he was at home, talking to his wife on the phone, asking how she was.  Since she didn’t 
know about their son’s death, he didn’t want to break the tragic news yet.  After he hung up, he thought of some-
thing, and fought with himself about whether he should do what he was thinking. 
 
 No, he thought.  I won’t betray my son like that. 
 
But, unfortunately, the yearning urge took over.  He sprinted upstairs to his son’s old room, and flung open the 
door.  He started rifling though his son’s closet, under his bed, through the piles of stuff on the floor, and finally, 
while crawling under the bed, he hit a hollow spot.  Thunk! He hit it again.  Thunk! Thunk!  He felt the floor blindly, 
and finally felt a latch.  He lifted it, but it could only go as far as the bottom of the bed.  He dropped the door, got 
out from under the bed, moved the bed, grabbed a flashlight, and hurried back to the latch.  He opened it fully this 
time, turned the flashlight on, and saw……   

 * * * 

(Mysterious continued on page 15) 
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Student Spotlight 
A piece of paper. 
 
He grabbed it, closed the latch, and just sat on the floor to read it.  It read: 
 

Dear Dad, 
I know you are wondering where I hid those pink ping pong balls all these years.  I 
wrote this before I moved, in case anything ever happened.  I knew you would come 
across it someday.  To tell you the truth, I can’t tell you where they are unless you 
do one thing.  Bury this note with me if I die first.  There’s another note down-
stairs in a box in the basement, and I can only tell you how to get to it if you 
promise you will tell NO ONE about where the balls are hidden, or who put them 
there.  Promise?  You’d better. 
 
Alright.  To get to the box, you need to go back to the latch.  Right now. 
 

As astounded as he was, the father obliged.  He went to the latch, and kept reading the note. 
 
OK, so if you’re there, look for a small hole to the far left of where the door 
hinges are.  Got it?  Try to find it. 
 
The father obeyed and found the hole after a few minutes.  He read the note again to see what to do next. 
 
Feel around the hole once you’ve gotten there.  There’s a handle in the middle of 
it.  Pull the handle, and it should open. 
 
The father felt for the handle, and found it.  He pulled, and another hole the size of the bed opened.  He read the 
letter to see what to do next. 
 
OK.  Once you’ve found the hole, jump down.  You should land in the cellar.  Go! 
 
The father read that section of the letter again.  Jump through the hole?  Was his son insane?  It looked like a fifty-
foot drop to the cellar.  Wouldn’t he kill himself? 
 
 Well, he thought.  I suppose if my son made it all of these years, then I should be fine. 
 
So, against all of his better judgment (and defying all of the common sense he had), he jumped.  The fall was pretty 
quick, and the only injury he had was he landed on his back, sprawled across the floor.  It passed after a few min-

(Mysterious continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Student Spotlight 
utes.  The father got up, and came half-way back to his senses.  He read the next section of the letter, mad at his 
son for giving these crazy instructions. 
 
OK.  IF you’re down in the cellar, you’re doing great so far!  Do you see the door 
at the far end of the room?  Go to it.  Once you get to it, open it and look in-
side.  Look around the room until you find the trap door in the left-hand corner 
of the room.  Open it.  And there you will find them. 

GO!!!!!! 
 
Reading the last segment, the father immediately looked up.  He searched around the room with his eyes, and 
eventually found the trap door.  He opened it, and saw them.  All of them.  Every single pink ping pong ball his 
son had ever received, all in one hole.  It was amazing. 
 
The father read the letter to see what was left and all it said was: 
 

Isn’t it amazing? 
 
 
 
 
 

And that concludes the mystery of the pink ping pong balls. 
 

 

(Continued from page 15) 
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SMS - View from the Outside 

By Brady 
 

These pictures are of  scenery around or in the school.  
There are also some different perspectives of  the school itself.  



18 The Atlantic Compass June 2009 

Student Spotlight 
A Short Story 

By Sarah 
 

Annoyed I walk to my door. I start to unlock all 97 locks…3 hours later I get to the last eye screener, Identity 
Confirmed, Opening Door.  “I really shouldn’t have been this paranoid during war,” I say under my breath.  The 
door opens and a sleeping general James Robinson falls into my apartment.   

He awakes suddenly, shouting “Who? What? Where? When? Why?” 
“Why are you here?” I asked. 

He stood up, straightened his uniform, and cleared his throat as if to deepen his voice. “ I am here to ask  you 
for help.” 

“What do you want?” a slight whine escaping my mouth. I quickly give myself an attitude adjustment.   
“I mean, it’s my day off, and why do you need me now?” Another whine slipped out, oops.  
“I mean, why now?” Again with the whining, does it never stop, gosh.  

He speaks sternly, “We need you to come to HQ to asses a prototype solution to pollution, now get in your uni-
form, and don’t forget your glasses.” 

“I won’t, I won’t. Now if your don’t mind I’d like some privacy, thank you.”  Which is near impossible 
considering my whole apartment is glass.  
  
I only lock one lock this time, I’m always thinking! Oh, wait! I forgot all locks are automatic when I close the door! 
Duck for cover!!! I sprint to the couch and hide under it.  Snap! Click! Bang! Slam! Click! Locking door.  Man, it 
takes me 3 hours to unlock those.  Oh well, lots of sleeping time for General James.  
 
I put on my uniform, my phone, internet and x-ray glasses - you know, the usual. I walked out of my room in my 
uniform, UGPA (United Galaxy Pollution Association) pin on my right breast pocket.  And 3 hours later… I 
opened the door.  

 
To be continued….  

“Back to the drawing board...” 
By Noah 
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Washington D. C. Through Pictures  

AmazingAmazingAmazingAmazing    
HumblingHumblingHumblingHumbling    
InspiringInspiringInspiringInspiring    
HistoricalHistoricalHistoricalHistorical    

By Ms. Paine 
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Sports 

On Monday, June 15th, the White Sox played the Nahant Red Sox.  The White Sox 
won by a final score of 16 - 1.  Friday, June 19th, the White Sox are scheduled to play 
the Cleveland Indians.  It should be a great playing match-up!  Throwing for the White 
Sox is sixth grader Greg, and sixth grader Jake takes the hill for the Indians. 
 
I am the pitch counter for the White Sox.  There are only two games left, including the 
June 19th game.  This has been a great season so far and I’m looking forward to more 
games in the future! 

Swampscott Little League 
By Sam 

Photo: http://www.eteamz.com/swampscottll 

Photo: http://www.eteamz.com/swampscottll 

Image: Jessica 
Image: Alyssa 



June 2009 The Atlantic Compass 21 

COMICS 



22 The Atlantic Compass June 2009 

Top  5 5 
Moira’s Top5 

TV Shows 
1 Bones  
  
2 Gilmore Girls  
 

3 House, M.D. 
  
4 iCarly 
 

5 Ghost Whisperer  

Sarah’s Top5 
Colors 

1 Blue  
  
2 Red  
 

3 Green  
  
4 Orange  
 

5 Pink  

Moira’s Top5 Books 
1 Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum  
  
2 Zlata’s Diary by Zlata Flipovic  
 

3 Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech  
  
4 LOSER by Jerry Spinelli  
 

5 Love That Dog by Sharon Creech  

Sam’s Top5  
Movies 

1 Beauty and the Beast  
  
2 Hannah Montana 
 

3 School of  Rock  
  
4 Jonas Brothers Experience 3D  
 

5 Lord of  the Rings II  

Allie’s Top5  

Books 

1 The Clique Series 
  
2 The Devil’s Arithmetic 
 

3 City of  Ember  
  
4 From the Files of  Madison Finn  
 

5 The Egypt Game  

What is your Top 5 ? 

Send yours to: 

atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 


