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Over two thousand years ago, the Ancient Greeks invented a revolutionary new form of government: Democracy. 
This administration allows all citizens the right to vote for certain officials who in turn make decisions on our be-
half. Despite the fact that this form of government currently presides in our country today, the students at SMS 
presently do not have the chance to experience first hand what democracy entails. Most middle schools like ours 
have a student council, and even we did before our transition to a new building in 2007.  

(Representation continued on page 5) 

Student Representation at SMS 
By Ari and Coleman 

Photo: Ms. Paine 

Within the walls of Swampscott Middle School, there are a lot of different 
people. The population of students at SMS is made of over sixty-five na-
tionalities, and we have just over seven hundred students. There are two 
languages offered for seventh and eighth  graders, Spanish and French. 
Next year, we’re hoping to expand to offering Latin as well. 
 

At SMS, there are a lot of things that go on. There are eight specials offered 
during the school year: Comm. TV, Project Adventure, Art, Music, Tech 
Ed, Computers, and Gym (twice). All of them are TONS of fun. You learn 

(Welcome continued on page 5) 

Welcome to Swampscott Middle School! 
By Moira 

Check out some new ways to 
recycle on page 8! 
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Brady is in the sixth grade. For a 
hobby he likes to explore the local 
woods. For sports he runs track. 
When he grows up he wants to be a 
marine biologist. 

Coleman is a seventh grader that enjoys 
many recreational sports, such as hiking, 
running, sailing, and cross country skiing. 
His favorite movie is 12 Angry Men. Some 
of his hobbies include building RC planes, 
boats, and cars. He looks forward to even-
tually being able to go skydiving. When he 
grows up he doesn’t really know what he 
wants to do. 

Gabby is in sixth grade. Her favorite 
subject is Social Studies. In her spare 
time she likes to hang out with 
friends. When she grows up she 
would like to be an archaeologist. 

Allie is a  sixth grader. Her   favorite sub-
jects are  English   and Social Studies. She 
enjoys reading, writing, animals,  dancing, 
and acting. Her future job would be a Vet, 
English or Social Studies teacher, or Zoolo-
gist. Her favorite animal is a dog. She some-
times writes stories for and with her family.  
When she is older she especially wants to 
work with animals or children. she also likes 
anything sweet!  She LOVES dessert! 

Tyler is in the fifth grade.  He loves 
hockey and in his spare time he 
watches TV, goes on YouTube, and 
watches hockey!!  His favorite sub-
ject is Social Studies.  When he 
grows up he wants to be an official 
NHL goalie. 

 
Ari is a seventh grader. His favorite sub-
ject in school is Science. He enjoys 
hanging out with his friends, hiking, and 
writing. He lives with his family in 
Swampscott. Ari was born in Beverly on 
June 11, 1996, at 6:10 in the morning. 
He likes to write about current events, 
science, technology, and school-wide 
issues. 

Sam is a sixth grader. Math is his 
favorite subject. He is very cool and 
watches the Ellen DeGeneres Show 
everyday. He also likes to watch 
American Idol. Sam wants to be a ra-
dio announcer when he grows up. 

Moira is in the sixth grade. Her fa-
vorite subject is Science, and her fa-
vorite things to do afterschool or 
when she has free time is probably 
read or doodle or go on YouTube. 
When she grows up, she thinks she 
wants to be either an artist or a 
writer. 

Victoria is a seventh grader. She 
loves traveling and Disney World. 
Her favorite subject is English. 
When she grows up she wants to be 
a Disney Imagineer. 

Noah is a seventh grader at SMS. His 
favorite subjects are Math, Science, and  
Social Studies. He plays guitar and clari-
net. He enjoys listening to rock, metal, 
and pop music. He is a big car fanatic 
and enjoys drawing cars. He hopes to 
one day engineer and design cars. He is 
also interested in video and photogra-
phy. 

Sarah is a sixth grader.  Her favorite   
subject is English.  In her spare time 
she likes to play soccer.  She wants 
to be a marine biologist when she 
grows up. 

Riain is in the fifth grade. He is eleven 
years old. For hobbies he enjoys video 
games, dodgeball, and making You-
Tube videos.  When he grows up he 
wants to be either a doctor or a horror 
movie director. His favorite subject 
are Science, Art, Gym, and Recess. 

Who We Are  
Coleman Brady Gabby 

Ari Allie Tyler 

Moira Sam Victoria 

Sarah Riain Noah 
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Meet the Teachers 
Meet Mr. Lewis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6th grade English 
By Riain 

 

How long have you been teach-
ing? 
8 months. 
 

What do you like about your job? 
I like working with kids because 
adults often think that kids are not 
as smart as they really are.  I think 
that kids have much better ideas 
than people give them credit for. 
 

What is your favorite food? 
I’m from New York City, so pizza, 
but only pizza from New York City. 
 

What is your favorite movie? 
Forrest Gump. 
 

What is your favorite hobby? 
Skydiving. 
 

Why did you want to work here? 
It seemed like an excellent commu-
nity where parents really cared about 
their children and where teachers 
really cared about their jobs and 
educating kids, and it has an abun-
dance of resources. 
 

Would you choose any other job 
besides being a teacher? 
Not at this point in my life.  I’ve 
wanted to be a teacher  for quite 
some time. In the future I would 
like to explore a job related to base-
ball or work for a non-profit organi-
zation. 

Meet Ms. Rostoff 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Education 
By Sam 

 

Where are you from? 
I’m from Lynnfield, MA. 
 

Do you have any children? 
I have one child, a son, who is 16½ 
years old. 
 

Do you have a large family? 
My family is large. I have one sister 
whose name is Rachel, 1 niece, 1 
nephew, 8 cousins, 3 aunts, and 3 
uncles. 
 

What do you like to study? 
I really don’t study, but I love to 
read. I enjoy reading historical fic-
tion novels, autobiographies, and 
fashion magazines. My favorite AB 
was on Lauren Bacall. 
 

What is your favorite movie? 
I have so many favorite movies. My 
top 3 are Tootsie, Dangerous Minds, 
and Life is Beautiful. 
 

What is your favorite kind of mu-
sic? 
Rock & Roll and Disco.  My favor-
ite band is Aerosmith. 
 

If you had a superpower what 
would you do? 
I would eliminate world hunger and 
poverty. 
 

How long have you been a 
teacher? 
I have been a teacher for 8 years. 

Meet Ms. Paine 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computers 
By Riain 

 

How long have you been teach-
ing? 
I am in my 2nd year of teaching 
computers. 
 

What do you like about your job? 
I LOVE working with computers.  I 
have 3 computers at home, but I get 
to use them in school all day. I also 
love it when students learn how to 
use computers better. 
 

What is your favorite food? 
It’s a toss up between Chinese food 
and French fries. 
 

What is your favorite movie? 
The Princess Bride. 
 

What are your hobbies? 
Using computers, graphic design, 
photo editing/manipulation, and 
photography. 
 

Why did you want to work here? 
There are so many great resources, 
and the students are not only pas-
sionate about their education, but 
also are involved in the community. 
 

Would you choose any other job 
besides being a teacher? 
The only job I can ever remember 
wanting to do is be a teacher.  But if 
I couldn’t teach, I would want to do 
something where I can use com-
puters. 
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Last year, students were told that the student council was being organized, but that was over a year ago. We could 
come to a number of conclusions. One is that people are too busy to organize it with so many other programs go-
ing on. Another is that it may cost money, and we know that the school has a very limited budget. 
 

Regardless, we don’t have one, and some people would like one. For example, Noah, a fellow student told us so. 
“Yeah, I think it would be good. I mean we would have more say in changes in rules and stuff” Also, that he “I 
wasn’t really surprised when I came to this school to find that there wasn’t one.”  We are still settling down with all 
the changes from the new building to the addition of the fifth grade. 
 

Laura, a former Student council secretary at SMS, gave us some info on how the student council worked. “There 
were representatives, a president, a vice president, and a secretary,” Says Laura, “Meetings were held once a week, 
and elections once a school year.” 
 

Sounds pretty simple, but let’s see what Mr. Watson, our principal has to say about this matter. He does have ex-
perience with student councils. “When I was a teacher, I helped as a teacher leader.” He gave his thoughts as to 
how it would be organized. “It would be run like before. Each homeroom has a representative, and in eighth 
[grade] there would be a president and a vice president.” He went on to tell us what responsibilities the student 
council would hold. “They could decide on their responsibility. Before, they ran book drives and helped out with 
dances. They also organized school spirit days and other events.” 
 

Some wonder how this will positively affect our school. While students learn about democracy and governments as 
a whole, they could plan educational events such as field trips or speakers. Also, special days like hat days or mix-
up days. These would help stimulate students’ leadership skills. 
 

When would a student council become a reality? Again, Mr. Watson has the answer, “A couple of teachers are 
planning for next year.”  Students who see themselves as political activists should definitely start preparing for next 
years possible elections. 

(Representation continued from page 1) 

Hey guys do you want some cool earrings? Well look no more instead find Aimee. She makes and sells her own 
earrings! Her earrings are one of a kind each one different and made with real beads. She quotes “The earrings take 
time and effort but it’s worth it!” Find Aimee around school to put a pair on hold! She is in on the Marlins team. 
Price ranges from $2 - $4 per pair. Buy a pair now!!   

Caron Creations 

important values as well. For example, in Project Adventure, you learn teamwork and how to respect others and in 
Comm. TV, you learn how to speak in front of others and different concepts of acting. Like I said, they’re a lot of 
fun. 
 

There are also extracurricular activities like Chorus and Band, which happen during Team Time. Also, there is 
Chorale, and Theatre. Right now, there are sixty students in Band, and there have been three performances; 150 
students in chorus, and have had three performances; and thirty-two chorale students, and they’ve had fifteen per-
formances.  The Drama club has fifty to sixty students, and two performances, one in the fall and one in the 
spring.   
 

A huge amount of students participate in sports. In the fall cross country is offered, in the winter there is basket-
ball, and in the spring is track and field. 
 
SMS is a great school for learning and having fun!  With everything offered, there is always something to do! 

(Welcome continued from page 1) 
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Editorial 
Welcome!  You have officially logged on to Swampscott Middle School’s newly formed electronic 
newspaper, The Atlantic Compass!  Two months ago teachers throughout the building were invited 
to start an after school club.  Upon examining the clubs already in place it dawned upon Ms. Paine 
and Mr. Lewis that the school did not have a student generated newspaper.  The word spread 
throughout the hallways like wild fire and within days we had several eager young minds who 
wanted to participate, we skipped contract negotiations and decided to hire all of  them on the 
spot!  At first I think we could all admit that we were overwhelmed but after the first few weeks 
we really started to get in the groove.  We had graphic/website designers, journalists and editors all 
working together!  Like any respectable publication we wanted our paper to appeal to the masses 
and include a variety of  different sections.  We have headliner articles, local news, opinion editori-
als, sports coverage, video/computer game reviews as well as book and movie reviews, and a very 
cool interview section that spotlights a different teacher in the building.  I hope you enjoy our first 
edition; as a staff, we couldn’t be more thrilled to see the product of  all of  our hard work.  Before 
I say more and give away too much, check out the paper for yourself, I bet you won’t want to stop 
reading! 

Mr. Lewis 

P
h
o
to
: M

s. P
ain

e 

Welcome readers! Our students have worked very hard to produce this newspaper! I hope that fu-
ture editions will not only include their continued fabulous work, but also the submitted work of  
our student followers. This is about you, for you, and by you -- so please support us!  
 
There are also two different formats for reading these editions, please check our our blog and our 
downloadable newspaper in a pdf  format.  Please then enjoy our numerous stories, facts, and stu-
dent submitted work.  There is also a moderated comments section on the blog for all of  the sto-
ries, and in the future we hope to incorporate live polls, videos, and more pictures. 
 

Happy Reading! 
Ms. Paine 
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Opinion 

Send your letters to the editor and opinion pieces to:  
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

How do you feel about: 
student uniforms? 
online safety? 
dress code? 
curfew? 

eating disorders? 
cloning? 

animal rights? 
recession? 

 
 

Give us your Opinion! 
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 

Letters to the Editor 
Comment? Praise? Question? 

 
Let us know! 

atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 
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Big Blue GoesGoesGoesGoes GreenGreenGreenGreen: 

8 Participate in the city’s recycling program 

8 Carpool 

8 Take a shorter shower 

8 Donate old clothing 

8 Use recycled products 

8 Turn off  electronics when not in use 

8 Use rechargeable batteries 

8 Turn off  lights when not in use 

8 Rewear jeans more than once 

8 Buy used 

10 Ways  
to Recycle Today 

5 Things to do with a Plastic Soda Bottle 
 

8 Use it as a sprayer 
  - Add a spray pump from an old cleaning bottle and  use it to spray 
 plants, yourself, or your little brother. 
 

8 Use it as a yarn holder 
 - Cut off the bottom of the bottle and insert yarn, pulling a strand 
 through the top opening, then tape the bottom back on.  This will keep 
 your yarn from rolling across the room. 
 

8 Use it as a plant/seed starter 
 - Cut off the bottom and fill it with soil, add seeds and water.  Reattach 
 the top with tape. Keep in a warm place and wait for the seeds to germi
 nate. 
 

8 Use it as an ice pack 
 - Fill a bottle with water and freeze it. Use it in a cooler or in a lunch box. 
 

8 Use it as a funnel 
 - Cut off the bottom of the bottle and turn the top side upside-down—
 funnel! 

Photo: Ms. Paine 

Photo: Ms. Paine 
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All Things Planet Earth 

 This year the first ever global election went on between Earth and 
Global Warming. To Vote Earth this year people turned off their lights for one 
hour on March 28th 2009 between 8:30pm – 9:30pm. To vote for global warm-
ing people did not turn off their lights. Last year 2.2 million people in Sydney 
Australia turned off their lights on March 29th 2008 during Earth Hour. 934 
cities and towns and 80 countries participated in Earth Hour in 2008.  
 This year the Vote Earth campaign was looking for 1 billion votes for 
Earth to be presented to the world leaders at the Global climate change con-
ference in Copenhagen. This conference will determine official government 
policies to take action against Global Warming. According to 
www.earthhour.org, “On March 28 hundreds of millions of people in over 
4,000 cities and towns in 88 countries voted Earth.” Now people will finally 
have a say against global warming.  
 You can help change the world. Look out for Earth Hour next year, 
and encourage others to also participate.  VOTE EARTH!! 

Image: www.earthhour.org 

Earth Hour 
By Sarah 

 Why save endangered animals? Plants and animals hold medi-
cine, crops that we use for food, products that all communities use, 
artistic value, and a healthy ecosystem. Endangered Species are part of 
our environment, so if we want them in our future we must protect 
them now. 
  How does endangerment occur? One reason endangerment 
occurs is the irresponsible actions of people. Some of these actions 
includes overexploitation, which is the overuse of or the over pursuit 
of a certain species. An example of overexploitation is whales. Due to 
the whaling in the 20th century, it has brought many species of whales 
to low population sizes. 
 How can I help? There are many ways you, personally can 
help. One thing I decided to do is to inform all you readers by telling 
you this information. You could do this to: tell a friend, family mem-
ber, or a teacher about endangerment. When you visit a national park, 
make sure you obey the park regulations. Respect the animals, plants, 
and environment if you visit a farm. Other ideas might be to make a 
birdfeeder or birdbath, support or start an organization, or put on a puppet show by making puppets. Always re-
member to help save endangered species! 

Endangered Species 
By Allie 

Image: http://www.flickr.com/photos/deestea/ 
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Arts and  

As most of you know our school recently put on the production of Beauty 
and the Beast. Directed by our Comm./TV teacher Mr. Kane and musical 
direction by our Music teacher Mrs. Bowler. We learned how to work hard 
on singing, dancing and acting. We had a lot of fun too.  
 
We were able to meet a lot of new 
people from other grades and even 
allowed to goof off sometimes. We 
had crazy costumes and parts that 
you would never even think of hav-

ing, like me, I was a Pepper Shaker. 7th grader Aimee got the main roll as 
Belle and had to learn, sing and act a lot. However, it takes a lot of com-
mitment because Amiee was here almost everyday after school!   
 
Overall the show was great and I can’t wait to do this again next year! 

Beauty and the Beast  
Backstage Pass 

By Victoria 

Image: www.penders.com 

Image: Swampscott POPS 

Most humans don’t think bold choices are good choices.  But 
only few do.  One of my favorites is yellow and purple.  Brown and 
pink go good with any color, especially each other.  Black also looks 
good with almost anything, except yellow, because you will look like 
a bumblebee.   

If you pick colors like red and green, blue and silver, or those 
types of colors for holidays, they look fine.  But ONLY on holidays, 
never on other days.  And one of the most important rules is to 
NEVER wear white the day after Labor Day.    N o w , 
you could also do matching colors such as, black and black, pink and 
pink, blue and blue, etc.  If you wanted to put together a sweatshirt 
with jeans, you can’t unless they are color coordinating.  But you 
could do light blue with stone washed jeans.    

Now the shoe choice, you could do dark crocs with your 
choice of no socks or white socks.  You could also wear sneakers, 
but with ankle socks, or socks that don’t show.   
 
Those are some awesome outfits you can pick with great advice. 

Fashion 101 
By Gabby 

Image: www.polyvore.com 
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Entertainment 

Personally, I’m obsessed with 
the whole Harry Potter series, 
but the last one has to be the 
greatest thing J.K Rowling 
has ever written. For those of 
you who haven’t read it yet, 
the book fills in a little bit 

about the past, like the conflict between Harry and He-who-must-not-be-
named, (yes, I’m that much of a dork I don’t say his name either), and 
about a few new things, and people as well. One great thing about this 
book is that it explains a LOT of information, that becomes quite neces-
sary near the end of the book, such as the Three Deathly Hallows. 
            Also, this book introduces a new book, The Tales of Beedle the Bard. 
This is a storybook for young witches and wizards, filled with stories 
such as “Babbity Rabbity and her Cackling Stump”, and “The Tale of 
The Three Brothers”. But the book includes more than just tales, it hides 
a few secrets as well. But I’m not saying what they are!!! I don’t want to 
be the one responsible for disappointing those of you who have NEVER 
read any of the HP series (shame on you!)  

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
By J.K.Rowling 

This is a very interesting 
novel, but it does make you 
think.  There a few riddles 
that the characters solve 
within the chapters, but you 
can stop reading and solve 
them yourself (That’s what 
I did.)  
The main characters of 

the story are Reynard Muldoon, Sticky 
Washington, Kate Wetherall, Constance 
Contraire, and Mr. Benedict himself.  
 The story begins with Reynard Mul-
doon, an intelligent orphan who’s adventures 
start with a newspaper ad that says,  “Are 
you a gifted child?” 
  
But… Sadly that is all I will reveal.  
MWAHAHAHAHAHAHA! 

The Mysterious Benedict Society 
By Trenton Lee Stewart 

Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:Dear Dakota:    

Book Reviews by Moira 

Image: http://www.hookedonbooks.info 

Image: www.bookapex.com  

Dear Dakota, My best friend and I got into a 
huge fight a few weeks ago and I know she’s been 
saying things about me behind my back.  Now 
she wants to be friends again but I’m really upset 
by everything she’s been saying.  What should I 
do?    
 - Flurried Friend  
  
Dear Flurried Friend,  
You should confront your friend 
about this.  Tell her that you know 
she’s been talking about you.  If 
she regrets it, make sure that your 
sources are true.  If you heard it 
yourself, make sure she was talking 

about you.  If you’re sure about it, 
then tell her.  If she was saying 
really bad things, you should tell 
your parents or your schools guid-
ance counselor.  If she sounds like 
that she is truly sorry for what she 
did, try to forgive her, but do what 
you think is right.   
                                       - Dakota  
 
Dear Dakota, I do a lot of activities 
afterschool and I’m trying really hard in 
school, but I’m feeling really stressed out 
and overwhelmed from pressure to do well. 
Should I say something to my parents or 
just deal with it? 
 - Seriously Stressed 

Dear Seriously Stressed, 
I think you should tell you parents 
you’re overwhelmed with your ac-
tivities and schoolwork, and maybe 
try to figure out how to organize 
your time, or, if it wouldn’t kill you, 
cut down on one or two of your 
activities. That way you’ll still be 
able to do what you want, and be 
able to do well in school. 

 - Dakota 
 

 

Do you need advice? 
 

Write to Dakota at: 
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 
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Write This Way 

 How do you begin to write a newspaper article?  This question was posed by several of the writers on our 
staff, especially in the first few weeks of our papers inception. Writing a newspaper article in any facet is much dif-
ferent than the writing that students do on a daily basis.  The writer must first recognize and then pay close atten-
tion to the fact that they have a much different audience than they are used to.   
 The range of interests that we wanted our paper to appeal to was extraordinary, this proved to be over-
whelming at first and it was difficult for the writers to pick a topic to write about.  After some very deep thought, 
holistic breathing exercises and stress relief therapy we came to the realization that our writers had to write about 
what they found interesting.  Makes sense doesn’t it?  The key to a great newspaper article is a motivated and deter-
mined writer who can relate to the subject matter on several different levels.  And we’re off…! 

How to Write a Newspaper Article 
By Mr. Lewis 

Ten Words You Never Thought Were Words 
By Sarah 

1. Thingamajig -- any device, contrivance, gadget, etc.: jocular substitute for a name not known or temporarily 
forgotten 

2. Um -- used to indicate hesitation 

3. Eh -- used to ask for confirmation or repetition or to express inquiry 

4. Higgledy-piggledy -- in a confused, disordered, or random manner 

5. E’en -- inferior fabric resembling 

6. Sprig -- a small specimen 

7. Googol -- the figure 1 followed by 100 zeros equal to 10100 

8. Zenzizenzizenzic -- the eighth power of a number 

9. Winkle Picker - a shoe or boot with a narrow, sharply pointed toe 

10. Floccinaucinihilipilification -- estimating things as worthless and belittling other's achievements 

Photo: Ms. Paine 
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Tech Bytes 

Hi! Welcome to the Computer Tips Page! In this article, I will tell you about some tips and tricks on computers. 
This week, I will be focusing on word processing applications and what some of the command keys are. Enjoy! 
 

� How to Switch Applications (Programs, i.e. Safari, Apple Works, etc.)  Quickly: Press and hold the Apple key 
and press Tab once. Keep holding The Apple key; a window will appear. You will see the pictures that repre-
sent each application. Hit tab to select the program you want to get to. 

 

� How to save a Word or Apple Works document: Press and hold the Apple key. Then press the “S” key. A win-
dow will drop down asking what you want to save your document as. You can choose where you want to save 
the document from a drop down menu. You should probably save it on the desktop. Then you can either 
press the “ENTER” key or press the save button in the window. 

 

� How to print a Word or Apple Works document: First you want to press and hold the Apple key. Then press 
the “P” button. Then a window should drop down asking you to select a printer and confirm everything. The 
right printer should be selected. Then, once everything is good, you can press the “ENTER” key or press the 
Print button in the window. Your document will begin to print. 

Tips and Tricks 
By Noah 

Is your pc computer running slowly?  Keeping your computer clean and safe is one of the most important things 
you can do in order to protect all of your valuable information.  If you use downloading programs like Limewire or 
BearShare – which you shouldn’t! they are horrible for your computer! – or download games online – Diner Dash, anyone? – then 
you probably have plenty of files hiding in your computer that shouldn’t be there – malware.  Malware, according to webope-
dia.com, is “short for malicious software, software designed specifically to damage or disrupt a system, such as a 
virus or Trojan horse.” 
 

Now, how can you clean your computer?  First, update your windows updates!  If you have a yellow shield with an 
exclamation point in it, click on it and update your computer!  Never ignore those updates! If you have an antivirus 
program, such as McAfee or Norton, update that program as well, and run it.  If yours is out of date or you do not 
have an antivirus program at all, AVG is a great free software program.  Go to http://free.avg.com to download it.  To 
further protect against malware, one of today’s best programs for defense is Malwarebytes 
(www.malwarebytes.org).  This provides thorough protection against malware.  
 

However, in order for any of these programs to be effective, you must update and run them frequently, at least 
once every two weeks.  And please, if you are still an Internet Explorer user, download Mozilla Firefox.  It attracts 
less malicious files and is much faster. 
 

Until next time, stay safe online... 

Computer Safety - At Home and Online 
By Ms. Paine 
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Student Spotlight 
TTTTHEHEHEHE    MMMMYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUSYSTERIOUS        

PPPPINKINKINKINK    PPPPINGINGINGING    PPPPONGONGONGONG    BBBBALLSALLSALLSALLS    
BY MOIRA 

 
 Once there was a family of three people, a husband, a wife, and their five-year old son. In two days, the little boy 
would start Kindergarten, and they were very proud. 
Now, any parent is proud of their kid on their very first day of school, but this little boy was a genius. Within two weeks of 
school, he already knew how to read and write his name.  So, a year passed and the little boy ended kindergarten.  The par-
ents were so proud of their little boy; they asked him what he wanted in celebration. 
“Son,” the parents said. “We will give you whatever you want because we are so proud of you. What would you like?”  The 
son answered, “Mommy, Daddy I want you to give me fifty pink ping-pong balls.” After he stated this, he looked hopefully 
at his parents. “Please???” he begged. The parents glanced at each other, and then said, “Um, Whatever you say son. But why 
do you want them sweetheart?”  They asked with a puzzled look. 
“I just want them!” He whined. So, the next day a box full of fifty pink ping-pong balls arrived at the house. The son took 
them upstairs, and the dad followed, curious.  But as he was just about to open the door, the phone rang, and the mom was 
out shopping. He went to answer the phone, but told the caller he would call them back in a minute. So, he hung up. He 
sprinted up the stairs, opened the door, and what did he find? In the thirty seconds he had been downstairs, all of the pink 
ping-pong balls had disappeared. “Son,” he asked. “What in the world did you do with them?” The son, sitting innocently on 
his bed playing with his toys, said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about daddy.” 

* * * 
 So, as we all know, time goes on, and the little boy was about to start middle school. The boy was the same as he was 
in kindergarten, a genius and an amazing student.  To show how proud they were of their son, they decided to get him any-
thing he wanted. They asked him, “Son, what would you like? An iPod, a laptop, a cell phone, we will get you ANYTHING 
you want.” The son thought for a while, then his eyes lit up. “Mom, Dad,” he said. “I want you to get me two-hundred pink 
ping pong balls.” Again, he looked at his parents hopefully. The father sighed then said, “Alright, we’ll get them.” 
So, the next day, a box came filled with two-hundred pink ping-pong balls. The son grabbed the box, ran upstairs, and the 
father went after him. At the top of the stairs, the son slammed the door shut, but the father caught it with his foot. When he 
threw open the door to see what his son was doing, he found that all two hundred of the pink ping pong balls had vanished. 
They were gone. Even the box that contained them had disappeared. “Wh-wh.........” was all the father managed to say. 
“Dad,” the son asked. “Why are you stuttering?” and the father just stood there. 

* * * 
 So, as I’ve said before, time goes on and on and on, and the boy was just about to start High School. During his 
middle school years, he had high honors in all of his classes, and he was just as much of a genius as he was in elementary 
school. To show their pride and admiration, they were going to buy their son a brand-new car. “Son, what kind of car would 
you like?” they asked, although they already knew what he would say. “I don’t want a new car,” he began. “But I do want you 
to get me one-thousand five-hundred pink ping pong balls. Can you do that instead?” he asked with a pleading face. 
“Alright.” was all the dad said. “We’ll get them.” 
The next day the box arrived, and the son immediately took them upstairs and the dad followed. He had managed to follow 
the son into the room, but his wife called. He twisted around, shouted “ONE MINUTE!!” and turned back to finally crack 
this mystery. 

(Mysterious continued on page 15) 
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BUT......... 
 
 
He found that his son was just sitting there, reading a book and the balls and the box were GONE. This really freaked him 
out now. But as he looked around the room, he found no sign of them anywhere. 

* * * 
 So, as I’ve said many times, life goes on, and the boy had just finished college. He had gone to Harvard law school, 
had a beautiful wife. His life was perfect. The mother and father were still so proud of him for turning out so well, they 
bought him a house with brand-new furniture, appliances, EVERYTHING you could imagine. They asked the son, “We will 
get you whatever you want for your house, ANYTHING you could possibly want, we will get it. What do you want?” Now, 
you see, the mother and father knew where this would go, but they prayed he wouldn’t say what they thought he would. But 
their prayers wouldn’t be answered. “Mom, Dad, I want you to fill my whole house with pink ping pong balls. EVERY cor-
ner has to be filled with them. And that’s what I want from you. Just that” The parents looked at each other, sighed, and re-
plied, “Of course son. Whatever you want.” 
So, the next day, hundreds of dump trucks came to the house, and they filled the house. Meanwhile, the son and his father 
had gone to lunch, and were driving home to the son’s house. When they hit a traffic light, the son made it through right be-
fore it turned red, but the dad had to stop. The son had only turned the corner when the dad sped ahead to see what the son 
did with those ping-pong balls. The dad pulled in the son’s driveway, practically jumped out of the car, and he saw that 
EVERY SINGLE PINK PING-PONG BALL WAS GONE!! The dad just stood there in awe for at least ten minutes, but 
was brought to his senses by his cell phone ringing. 
 “Hello?” he asked. It was the hospital saying that his son’s wife and his wife had gotten into an accident. He talked to the 
secretary for a few minutes, then ran into the house and informed his son. Hearing the sad news, the son ran into his car, and 
the dad into his.   The hospital was a few miles away, so it took about a half- hour.  The father lost his son on the high way, 
but he called every few minutes. 
 The father was down the street from the hospital when he received another call.  It was from the hospital, saying 
that the son had gotten into an accident and had gotten badly injured.  The father was so in shock, he just parked in the next 
available space and sprinted to the hospital doors.  When he got inside, he blurted his son’s name, also his daughter-in-law’s 
and his wife’s.  The man at the front desk told him where to go, and he ran to his son’s room first.  He was lying in bed, 
looking bruised and in a lot of pain. 
“Dad,” he said.  His voice was weak , but comprehendible.  The father strode over to him, fighting back tears. 
“What is it, son?” the father asked.  “Dad, I know you’ve been wondering what I did with those pink ping pong balls all these 
years, and I need to tell you now, since the doctor said I might not make it. Dad, I...” 
And  he died. 
 
To be continued.... 

* * * 
 
 

(Mysterious continued from page 14) 
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Super Smash Bros Brawl 

A Review by Tyler 

These are my thoughts on the video game Super Smash Bros. Brawl 

I think it’s a fairly good game……. Wait, what am I talking about IT ROCKS! 

My personal favorite is Marth from Fire Emblem……. Funny he’s my best character. So there is a number of 
about 39 characters to unlock, the first is Marth. Last is Wolf (from Star Fox) or Jigglepuff (from Pokémon). The 
game is only for the WII. However, if you happen  to have Nintendo GameCube, you can get the 2nd in the series 
Super Smash Bros. Melee, and if you have a Nintendo 64 (I doubt it) you can get the 1st Super Smash Bros.   

“School  

Hallway” 
By Brady 

Untitled 
By Ben 
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SMS — Thinking Outside the Box 

A photo exhibition 
By Noah 
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Wishing (chances) 

We spend our whole life wishing, 

For something bigger, 

And better, 

And newer, 

And greater than the other, 

And our lives were better, 

And our wallets were fuller, 

And houses were bigger, 

And cars were newer, 

The newest…. 

THE BEST!!! 

And we end our "good" life wishing, 

For something we can’t get… 

Another chance. 

 The Bench Man 

The bench man sits there all alone, 

Waiting for the bus to take him home, 

Or maybe the bench is where he lives… 

Where no one takes 

And no one gives. 

He sits there waiting 

For a chance 

To dance, to let himself be known, 

The waiting man sits there all alone, 

Waiting 

For someone 

To care. 

Poetry by MoiraPoetry by MoiraPoetry by MoiraPoetry by Moira    

Submit your work to: 
atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 
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 Fly 

If you never venture, you never discover. 

If you never travel you never learn. 

If it’s what you want, then why not go for it? 

If you have a dream, chase it. 

Don’t let anyone get in the way, 

It’s now or never 

Just go, 

Fly away. 

 PARENTS 

Why. 

Why do they cry? 

When they’re angry, 

Why do they fly? 

Why. 

Why do we try? 

To comfort, 

And supply, 

The love they have shared, 

And we’ve never cared, 

Why. 

Why do they try? 

When we cry, 

And they supply, 

The heart that we’ve claimed, 

The anger that we’ve tamed, 

Why. 

Poetry by MoiraPoetry by MoiraPoetry by MoiraPoetry by Moira    
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 This track season is off to a great start. Our team is made up of many people from the Cross Country 
Team along with some new faces. So far, Coaches Marianne Hartmann and Abby Rogers have held three track 
practices and one meeting. We have not narrowed down to whom will be running what event. We will be narrow-
ing that down with in the next week or so.  
 I am hoping that I will be running sprints and do hurdles. As the season goes on, I will keep you informed 
about any meets, events, and other news about the Swampscott Middle School Track Team 2009. 

Track & Field 
By Noah 

Image: http://www.trackpracticeplans.com Image: http://www.flickr.com/photos/revdave/ Image: http://macgregoshs.eq.edu.au/ 

 The YMCA is a new addition to the community. There is an assortment of things from rock climbing, to 
swimming, to gymnastics and more. It even has a teen center. There is a gym for adults, looking out to the pools, 
which has a diving board. There are locker rooms for all ages, and also family ones. There is a basketball court, 
which is near the gymnastics center. There is daycare for while parents are exercising, and pizza for sale every 
night. 

Leggs Hill Road YMCA 
By Ari 

Image: http://www.northshoreymca.org 
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Top  5 5 
Victoria’s Top5 Websites 
1 www.cheeseandlemon.webs.com  
  
2 www.vandewebsite.webs.com  
 

3 www.yarndollsforkids.webs.com 
  
4 www.webs.com  
 

5 www.disney.com  

Victoria’s Top5 
Search Sites 

1 www.blackle.com  
  
2 www.dogpile.com  
 

3 www.google.com  
  
4 www.yahoo.com  
 

5 www.ask.com  

Moira’s Top5 Songs 
1 My Vietnam by Pink  
  
2 Youth of  the Nation by P.O.D  
 

3 God is a DJ by Pink  
  
4 Conversations With my 13-year-
old Self  by Pink  
 

5 Sober by Pink  

Moira’s Top5  
YouTube Videos 

1 Fred Loses His Meds  
  
2 The Potter Puppet Pals in  
"The Mysterious Ticking Noise"  
 

3 I am a Ninja  
  
4 Charlie the Unicorn  
 

5 Llamas in Hats  

Sam’s Top5  

TV Shows 
1 Anything Red 
Sox  
  
2 Bonnie Hunt 
 

3 Ellen  
  
4 True Jackson VP  
 

5 Martha Stewart  Ms. Paine’s Top5  

Books/Authors 
1 Harry Potter series by 
J.K.Rowling 
  
2 Anything by Roald Dahl 
 

3 Anything by Agatha Christie  
  
4 A Wrinkle in Time series by 
Madeline L’Engle  
 

5 The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand  

What is your Top 5 ? 
Send yours to: 

atlanticcompass@swampscott.k12.ma.us 


